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Title:  Drum Circle Modifications &
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 “Music-A-La Cart” Considerations                                            
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Grade Category: Elementary, Grades K-5
Lesson time: Multiple lessons, ½ half hour each 

Goals: Students will learn a folk tale from selected countries in ROR curriculum, make an instrument from that country, then choose appropriate times to play the instrument as the story is re-told.

Grade K:  East Asia/Japan     



Kakko drum – barrel drum (modified)
Grade 1:  Africa/Tanzania



Djembe drum (flower pot)

Grade 2:  Asia/Thailand




Ranat ek (xylophone)
Grade 3:  America/S. Dakota



Lakota Drum   




Grade 4:  S. America/Cuba



Bongos
Grade 5:  Africa/Nigeria




Dondo/Dundun(Talking Drum) 
Objectives

1. Students will learn about a country from ROR curriculum. 

2. Students will make and decorate a drum from a selected country from ROR curriculum.

3. Students will learn appropriate drumming techniques.

4. Students will incorporate their instrument into multicultural folklore and song.  

5. Cross-curricular Connections:  Geography; History; Literature, Art, Science, Geometry, Math
Content Standards 

2.  Performing on instruments and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

3.  Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.

6.  Listening to, analyzing and describing music.

8.  Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts

9.  Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Materials:  Music cart, CD player, variety of World Drums & instruments
· (ROR) Roots of Rhythm Curriculum and CD 

Fun Sheets, pencils, crayons, “Shape” pages
· Materials to make drums as per goals above


Posters of World Drums

    
· Folktale Downloads* for each grade:




Source
K:  Earth Shake, House Break 

        
http://www.aaronshep.com/stories/folk.html
1:  The Calabash Kid.  A Tale of Tanzania
http://www.aaronshep.com/stories/024.html

2:  The Adventures of Mouse Deer

http://www.aaronshep.com/stories/R01.html


3:  Iktomi,A Lakota Myth
                      http://www.pantheon.org/areas/folklore/folktales/articles/iktomi.html 
4:  El medio pollito”Half-a-chick”         http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1993/2/93.02.12.x.html#g
5:  The Magic Drum


http:www.dancingponyproductions.com/children/magicdrum.html

*Substitute age appropriate stories of your choice if you prefer.
Student Skill Level:  Varies by grade level, drum making skills will be modified to suit student abilities.
All grades:  Kick-off Assembly will prepare students for unit introducing:
· Roots of Rhythm general goals, why and what program is about
· Basic rules of respect, times to play, times to listen 

· “Sign of Attention” signal  “Ago”   (knock, knock)   “Ame”  (It’s me, I’m here)

· Knowledge of a song from selected country (see lesson extension)
Procedure:  Grade K:  East Asia/Japan     

Kakko drum – barrel drum (modified)

Part I:  Introductory Lesson
Greet students in Japanese:  “Konnichiwa”,    
Introduce the  “Drum Circle” on “carpet area or move chairs into a circle

1.  Have students sit in a circle, give out a variety of drums to every 3rd or 4th child.  
2.  Ask students to “do as I do!”  and play a simple pattern for them to echo twice. 

    (example) “Let’s play the bongo”, let’s play the conga, let’s play the djembe, etc.
3.  Ask students to “pass the drum to your left” (look for the “L” shape in your hand!)

4.  Continue #2 and #3 playing various patterns, rumbles, crescendo’s, decrescendo’s, names, etc.

5.  Explain that next time we will ask for leaders to make up beat to show the class.
6.  Place drums in the center of the circle.

Introduce the “Kakko” drum 

ROR p.43   (enlarged to poster size or poster)
1.  Ask the students to find the drum in our circle that looks like the picture in my book. Practice saying

     the word “Kah-koh”.  
2.  Questions:  What shapes do you see on this drum? Where do you strike this drum? Describe the
     sound it makes.

3.  Who can guess the country that this drum comes from?  (find on a globe or map)

4.  Would you like to hear a real Kakko? (tell students that the music will sound very different and to listen
    without making noise.  Place hands over mouths if necessary!)
5.  What did you hear?  (Discuss sounds, what the music might be used for).
Closure:  Who can name some of the instruments you played today?  Name the instrument we will be making! What country will we be studying?  Don’t forget to practice a rhythm to show us next week!
Say Goodbye in Japanese “Sayonara”!

Part II:   Literature/Art Correlation
1.  Greeting:  “Konnichiwa!”   

2.  Review:  Drum Circle  (same procedure as Part I) but add different instruments.
3.   Did anyone bring me a rhythm for “show and tell?”  Who can play it on my “Kakko?” .                  
4.   Today we will hear a Japanese folk tale called “Earth Shake, House Break”.  What do you think the 
      story will be about?  Explain about earthquakes in Japan, ROR p. 39.
5.   Teach chant:  “Earth Shake, House Break!!  Use instruments, hands and feet for additional sounds.

6.   Read the story and cue students to repeat chant when needed.
7.   Name the characters you heard about in this story.

8    Tell me 3 - 4 events that happened in the story.

9.   Did this story teach you a lesson?  What was it?
10. Draw and color a picture of your favorite character or a scene from the story on this Kakko drum.
(Modified Kakko funsheet p.2)
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Closure:  Drawings will be used as a design to be glued onto drum during future lesson.
· Student Suggestions:  What could we make this drum out of?  Compile a list of ideas.

· Parent Communication:  Give student parent newsletter and list of items to start collecting.

Extension lessons:

Continue with ROR Chapter 6 with age appropriate modifications to make drum in class.
Fun sheet

Show children artwork from multicultural coloring books and add to drum design
Learn a song from country being studied:*
Focus:  Pitch -- do re mi; move to low, middle, and high pitches
Share the Music. Grade 3. R. Boyer-White, M. Campbelle-duGard, R. de Frece, D. Goodkin, B. Henderson, M. Jothen, C. King, N. Miller, I. Rawlins. 
Macmillan/McGraw-Hill School Publishing Company., 1995, pg. 24-25. FA .3e ML STM 1995 Pkg-3. 

Concept/Objective: Pitch -- do re mi; move to low, middle, and high pitches. 

Song: "Kuma San" Japanese folk song, English version by Marilyn Davidson and Kathy B. Sorensen. 

Activity: Introduce pitch names do re mi. Children can read about "Kuma San" on page 24 in text. Have students listen to the song raising their hands each time they hear the words "Kuma San." Repeat this, but have them draw the shape of the melody in the air each time they occur. 

Additional Ideas: Use hand signs for do re mi when singing "Kuma San." The hand signs are listed on page 24 of the teacher's edition. 

*Source:  http://www.csrnet.org/csrnet/substitute/pitch.html
Procedure:  Grade 1:  Africa/Tanzania



Djembe drum (Flower pot drum)
Part I:  Introductory Lesson
Greet students in Swahili:  Hello: "Jambo" (pronounced "JAM-bo")    

Introduce the  “Drum Circle”  


1.  Have students sit in a circle, give out a variety of drums to every 3rd or 4th child.  

2.  Ask students to “do as I do!”  and play a simple pattern for them to echo twice. 

    (example) “Let’s play the bongo”, let’s play the conga, let’s play the djembe, etc.

3.  Ask students to “pass the drum to your left” (look for the “L” shape in your hand!)

4.  Continue #2 and #3 playing various patterns, rumbles, crescendo’s, decrescendo’s, names, etc.

5.  Explain that next time we will ask for leaders to make up beat to show the class.

6.  Place drums in the center of the circle.

Introduce the “Djembe Drum
ROR p.30 and p. 4 Instrument making notes  
(It may be helpful to enlarge to poster size)

1.  Ask the students to find the drum in our circle that looks like the picture in my book. Practice saying

     the word “Djembe”. 

2.  Questions:  What shapes do you see on this drum? (Cylinder, trapezoid) How do you strike this drum? 
     Describe the sound it makes.  (Name of drum resembles sound it makes.)
3.  Who can guess the country that this drum comes from?  (find on a globe or map)

4.  Would you like to hear a real Djembe? (tell students that the music will sound very different and to   

     listen without making noise.  
5.  What did you hear?  (Discuss sounds, what the music might be used for).

Closure:  Who can name some of the instruments you played today?  Name the instrument we will be making! What country will we be studying?  Don’t forget to practice a rhythm to show us next week!

Say Goodbye in Swahili:  "Kwaheri" (pronounced "Kwa heri"). 
Part II:   Literature/Art Correlation
1.  Greeting:  “Jambo!” 

2.  Review:  Drum Circle  (same procedure as Part I) but add different instruments.

3.   Did anyone bring me a rhythm for “show and tell?”  Who can play it on my Djembe?                  

4.   Today we will hear a folk tale from Tanzania called “The Calabash Kid.  A Tale of Tanzania.
5.   Teach chant to be tapped on lap or played on drum:

      “Ki-te-te, come help us! 
      We’ll work for our mother. 
      Come help us, Ki-te-te, 
      Our favorite brother!”

6.   Read the story and cue students to repeat chant when needed.

7.   Name the characters you heard about in this story.

8    Tell me 3 - 4 events that happened in the story.

9.   Did this story teach you a lesson?  What was it?

10. Draw and color a picture of your favorite character or a scene from the story on this Djembe drum.
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Closure:  Drawings will be used as a design to be copied onto drum during future lesson.

· Student Suggestions:  What could we make this drum out of?  Compile a list of ideas.

· Parent Communication:  Give student parent newsletter and list of items to start collecting.

Extension lessons:

Continue with ROR Chapter 4 with age appropriate modifications to make drum in class.

Fun sheet

Show children artwork from multicultural coloring books and add to drum design.
Learn a song from country being studied.*
Jambo

Jambo Means Hello, p.12, CD 1:8-10.  (3rd gr. book)
A greeting song written by Ella Jenkins using African, Spanish and Japanese. 
Focus: Beat/Rhythm. 
Objective 1: Change from patting with the steady

beat to clapping the rhythm of the words (tested). 
Objective 2: Gesture to show beats on which

there is silence. 
Objective 3: Perform a four-beat rhythm pattern while listening (tested);

*source:  DRUMBEATS: Catch the Beat! Unit of Study
[PDF] 

Drumbeats Chapter 6
	File Format: PDF/Adobe Acrobat - View as HTML
Focus and objectives from each lesson are sited directly from the two-book series in chronological. order. Share the Music. McGraw Hill, 2000 ...
www.childrensmuseum.org/teachers/unitsofstudy/drumbeats/ch6Exten.pdf - 


Procedure:  Grade 2:  Asia/Thailand




Ranat ek (xylophone)

Part I:  Introductory Lesson
Greet students in Thai:  Hello: "Sa-wat-dee"    
Introduce the  “Drum Circle”  


1.  Have students sit in a circle, give out a variety of drums to every 3rd or 4th child.  

2.  Ask students to “do as I do!”  and play a simple pattern for them to echo twice. 

    (example) “Let’s play the bongo”, let’s play the conga, let’s play the xylophone, etc.

3.  Ask students to “pass the drum to your left” (look for the “L” shape in your hand!)

4.  Continue #2 and #3 playing various patterns, rumbles, crescendo’s, decrescendo’s, names, etc.

5.  Explain that next time we will ask for leaders to make up beat to show the class.

6.  Place drums in the center of the circle.

Introduce the “Ranat ek” drum 

ROR p.57  (It may be helpful to enlarge to poster size)

1.  Ask the students to find the instrument in our circle that looks like the picture in my book. Practice
     saying the word “raw-not ek, ek means leader”.  

2.  Questions:  What other instrument does this look like? How do you play it? Describe the

     sound it makes.

3.  Who can guess the country that this drum comes from?  (find on a globe or map)

4.  Would you like to hear a real Ranat ek? (tell students that the music will sound very different and to 
     listen without making noise.  

5.  What did you hear?  (Discuss sounds, what the music might be used for).

Closure:  Who can name some of the instruments you played today?  Name the instrument we will be making! What country will we be studying?  Don’t forget to practice a rhythm to show us next week!

Say Goodbye in Thai:  Good-bye: "Lar-korn" 
Part II:   Literature/Art Correlation
1.  Greeting:  “Sawatdee!” 

2.  Review:  Drum Circle  (same procedure as Part I) but add different instruments.

3.  Did anyone bring me a rhythm for “show and tell?”  Who can play it on my Ranat ek?                  

4.  Today we will hear a folk tale from Thailand.
5.   Teach chant to be tapped on lap or played on Ranet ek:

Mouse Deer’s Song 
Words and music by Aaron Shepard
[image: image3.png]il





	I’m quick and smart as I can be. Try and try, but you can’t catch me!


(Hear the Music) 
All special features are at www.aaronshep.com/extras.
6.   Read the story and cue students to repeat chant when needed.

7.   Name the characters you heard about in this story.

8    Tell me 3 - 4 events that happened in the story.

9.   Did this story teach you a lesson?  What was it?

10. Decorate each note on this Ranet ek with a symbol to represent things or characters from the story.
Examples:  vegetables, footprints
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Closure:  Drawings will be used as a design to be copied onto drum during future lesson.

· Student Suggestions:  What could we make this drum out of?  Compile a list of ideas.

· Parent Communication:  Give student parent newsletter and list of items to start collecting.

Extension lessons:

Continue with ROR Chapter 8 with age appropriate modifications to make drum in class.

Fun sheet

Show children artwork from multicultural coloring books and add to drum design

Learn a song from country being studied.

“Go A Tin”
Share the Music Grade 2, McGraw-Hill; 2000, book and CD #7.
Other possible materials:

Thai ‘lullaby” from “Sing ‘Round the World,” by Shirley S. McRae, page 11-12
Story of Krathong in Fiesta!  Thailand p. 24 (Share the Music  Grade 5, McGraw-Hill) 

*see Colleen Sieberg lesson from 2006
Procedure:  Grade 3:  America/S. Dakota



Lakota Drum

Part I:  Introductory Lesson
Greet students in Lakota:  Hau!    So Long:  Tok'sa!
Introduce the  “Drum Circle”  


1.  Have students sit in a circle or divide into sections.  Pass drums out or place on desks.

2. Ask students to “do as I do!”  and play a simple pattern for them to echo twice. 

    (example) “Lakota Drum, Rhythm of the Heart”

3.  Ask students to rotate to a new group of instruments.

4.  Continue #2 and #3 playing various patterns, rumbles, crescendo’s, decrescendo’s, names, etc.

5.  Explain that next time we will ask for leaders to make up beat to show the class.

6.  Place drums in the center of the circle.

Introduce the “Lakota” drum 

ROR p.49   (It may be helpful to enlarge to poster size)

1.  Ask the students to find the drum in our circle that looks like the picture in my book. 

2.  Questions:  What shapes do you see on this drum? Where do you strike this drum? Describe the

     sound it makes.

3.  Who can guess the country that this drum comes from?  (find on a globe or map)

4.  Would you like to hear a real Lakota drum? (tell students that the music will sound very different and to 

     listen with respect. 
5.  What did you hear?  (Discuss sounds, what the music might be used for).

Closure:  Who can name some of the instruments you played today?  Name the instrument we will be making! What state will we be studying?  Don’t forget to practice a rhythm to show us next week!

Say Goodbye in Lakota:  So Long:  Tok'sa!
Part II:   Literature/Art Correlation
1.  Greeting:  “Hau!” 

2.  Review:  Drum Circle  (same procedure as Part I) but add different instruments.

3.   Did anyone bring me a rhythm for “show and tell?”  Who can play it on my Lakota Drum?                  

4.   Today we will read a transcript or a radio broadcast called:  “Crazy Horse, Chief of the Lakota, Warrior
      and Holy Man.”  Each time the script calls for music we will tap a drum rhythm.
Source:

http://www.voanews.com/specialenglish/archive/2006-11/2006-11-12-voa1.cfm

5.   Teach pattern to be tapped on lap or played on drum: ROR p.50  “Honor beat”
6.   Read the story and cue students to repeat pattern when needed.

7.   Name the characters you heard about in this story.

8    Tell me 3 - 4 events that happened in the story.

9.   Did this story teach you a lesson?  What was it?
10. Draw a symbol from the story in the center (heart) of this Lakota drum.  Decorate the edges with other
      symbols or Lakota designs.

[image: image5]
Closure:  Drawings will be used as a design to be copied onto drum during future lesson.

· Student Suggestions:  What could we make this drum out of?  Compile a list of ideas.

· Parent Communication:  Give student parent newsletter and list of items to start collecting.

Extension lessons:

Continue with ROR Chapter 7 with to make drum in class.

Fun sheet

Show children artwork from multicultural coloring books and add to drum design

Watch video from Share the Music Curriculum titled Music and Movement Video.
Share Lakota folk story with children:
“Iktomi,A Lakota Myth”
                      http://www.pantheon.org/areas/folklore/folktales/articles/iktomi.html
Procedure:  Grade 4:  S. America/Cuba



Bongos

Part I:  Introductory Lesson
Greet students in Spanish:  Hello: "Hola" (pronounced "OH-lah")    
Introduce the  “Drum Circle”  
1.  Have students sit in a circle or divide into sections.  Pass drums out or place on desks.

2.  Ask students to “do as I do!”  and play teacher names for students to echo twice. 

    (example) Mrs.Richardson, Mrs.Cirjack, Mrs. Foglio, etc.

3.  Ask students to rotate to a new group of instruments.

4.  Continue #2 and #3 playing various patterns, rumbles, crescendo’s, decrescendo’s, names, etc.

5.  Explain that next time we will ask for leaders to make up beat to show the class.

6.  Place drums in the center of the circle.

Introduce the “Bongo” drum 

ROR p.  21 (It may be helpful to enlarge to poster size)

1.  Ask the students to find the drum in our circle that looks like the picture in my book. Practice saying

     the word “Bongo” with emphasis on GO.  

2.  Questions:  What shapes do you see on this drum? Where do you strike this drum? Describe the

     sound it makes.

3.  Who can guess the country that this drum comes from?  (find on a globe or map)

4.  Would you like to hear a real Bongo? 
5.  What did you hear?  (Discuss sounds, what the music might be used for).

Closure:  Who can name some of the instruments you played today?  Name the instrument we will be making! What country will we be studying?  Don’t forget to practice a rhythm to show us next week!

Say Goodbye in Spanish:  "Adiós"   
Part II:   Literature/Art Correlation
1.  Greeting:  “Hola!!” 

2.  Review:  Drum Circle  (same procedure as Part I) but add different instruments.

3.   Did anyone bring me a rhythm for “show and tell?”  Who can play it on my Bongo?                  

4.   Today we will hear a folk tale from Cuba called: El medio pollito or ”Half-a-chick”
5.   Teach chant to be tapped on lap or played on drum:
“Half – a – chick Half – half  – a – chick!   (2x)

6.   Read the story and cue students to repeat chant when needed.
7.   Name the characters you heard about in this story.
8    Tell me 3 - 4 events that happened in the story.
9.   Did this story teach you a lesson?  What was it?
10. Draw and color a picture of your favorite character or a scene from the story on this Bongo drum.
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Closure:  Drawings will be used as a design to be copied onto drum during future lesson.

· Student Suggestions:  What could we make this drum out of?  Compile a list of ideas.

· Parent Communication:  Give student parent newsletter and list of items to start collecting.

Extension lessons:

Continue with ROR Chapter 2 with age appropriate modifications to make drum in class.

Fun sheet

Show children artwork from multicultural coloring books and add to drum design

Learn a song from country being studied.

Guantanamera (the music of Cuba) 
“More Music of Our World”  by John Higgins and Brad Shank  (K-8 Magazine.com)_

Procedure:  Grade 5:  Africa/Ghana)
Dondo (Talking Drum)
 

Part I:  Introductory Lesson
Greet students in Ga:  “Mingabu”
Introduce the  “Drum Circle”  


1.  Have students sit in a circle or divide into sections.  Pass drums out or place on desks.
2.  Ask students to “do as I do!”  and play teacher names for students to echo twice. 

    (example) Mrs. Graziano,  Mr. Robinson, etc.
3.  Ask students to rotate to a new group of instruments.
4.  Continue #2 and #3 playing various patterns, rumbles, crescendo’s, decrescendo’s, names, etc.

5.  Explain that next time we will ask for leaders to make up beat to show the class.

6.  Place drums in the center of the circle.

Introduce the “Dondo” drum 

ROR p.36   (It may be helpful to enlarge to poster size)

1.  Ask the students to find the drum in our circle that looks like the picture in my book. 

2.  Questions:  What shapes do you see on this drum? Where do you strike this drum? Describe the

     sound it makes.

3.  Who can find the country that this drum comes from?  (find on a globe or map)

4.  Would you like to hear a real Dondo? 

5.  What did you hear?  (Discuss sounds, what the music might be used for).

Closure:  Who can name some of the instruments you played today?  Name the instrument we will be making! What country will we be studying?  Don’t forget to practice a rhythm to show us next week!

Say Goodbye in Ga: “Bye-bye!”
Part II:   Literature/Art Correlation
1.  Greeting:  “Mingabu!!” 

2.  Review:  Drum Circle  (same procedure as Part I) but add different instruments.

3.   Did anyone bring me a rhythm for “show and tell?”  Who can play it on my Dondo?                  

4.   Today we will learn a folk tale from Ghana called: “The Magic Drum”.
5.   Students will tap and say all parts in BOLD.
6.   Read the story and cue students to tap and say parts when needed.

7.   Name the characters you heard about in this story.

8    Tell me 3 - 4 events that happened in the story.

9.   Did this story teach you a lesson?  What was it?

10. Decorate this Dondo using the colors of the flag of Ghana. 
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Closure:  Drawings will be used as a design to be copied onto drum during future lesson.

· Student Suggestions:  What could we make this drum out of?  Compile a list of ideas.

· Parent Communication:  Give student parent newsletter and list of items to start collecting.

Extension lessons:

Continue with ROR Chapter 3 to make drum in class.

Show children artwork from multicultural coloring books and add to drum design

Fun sheet

Use TUBS notation to create one of the following:  Speech rhythm, dance rhythm or a signal rhythm.
RORp.35 & 36
Learn a song from country being studied.

Grade: Five

Ev'rybody Loves Saturday Night, p. 28-29 (unison version), CD 1:20, pronunciation, CD

1:21, p. 30-32 (two part), CD 1:22. Links to the curriculum, 33A-33B, Orff arrangement in

Orchestrations for Orff p. 6. Focus: Pitch. Objective 1: Move arm to show melodic direction

(tested). Objective 2: Sing a simple harmony part of a song. Objective 3: Sing a song from staff

notation with pitch letter names – FGA (tested),

Source:

DRUMBEATS: Catch the Beat! Unit of Study

Extensions, Resource Appendix and Bibliography
Student Product:  Each student will have their own drum to make and take home.  In addition, each student will have completed a “Fun Sheet” and will take home a copy of the song they have learned.
Assessment: After making drum, students will learn proper playing techniques, then exhibit skills during story as it is re-read.  The designs on the drum will reflect details from the story and artwork that represents the culture being studied.  In addition, students will perform on their drum for an audience in a grade level music program to be held during the school year.  “A World of Music” by Teresa Jennings

(K-8 Magazine) is an excellent source for songs that sum up the ideas behind ROR.
 Reflection:  Funding will be requested from PTO, Music Boosters and Chardon Schools Foundation

Max and Irma’s Restaurant also sponsors one day fundraisers for guests who mention their school on a designated day.  20% goes to your school or group.  
Resources:  Extensions:  Multi-cultural Folk Songs:  McGraw Hill “Share the Music”, 
Wee Sing Around the World, Multicultural Coloring Books
Websites:
Greetings in more than 800 languages http://www.elite.net/~runner/jennifers/hello.htm
http://www.tomleestoryteller.com/aboutthestories.htm
http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1993/2/93.02.12.x.html http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/japan.html#stonecutter http://www.pantheon.org/areas/folklore/folktales/
http://www.aaronshep.com/stories/folk.html
http://childrensmuseum.org/teachers/unitsofstudy/drumbeats/ch6/Extens.pdf
http://www.musick8.com/welcome.tp
http:www.dancingponyproductions.com/children/magicdrum.html






PAGE  
1

