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Grade Category:  Elementary, Grade 3

Lesson Time:  Unit of multiple lessons, some 30 min., some 60 min. each

Goals:     To inform students of culture of Brazil, specifically the uses of music 


   To work cooperatively with the classroom teacher in connecting music with social studies unit on Rain 


Forest countries


   To have students construct an Adulfe (Portuguese frame drum)

Objectives:  The students will learn about the culture and history of a Rain Forest country. 



        The students will experience the music of Brazil through recordings, songs, and performance.


        The students will build an instrument used in Brazilian music, the Adufe.


        The students will learn to read and create TUBS notation.


        The students will perform using their hand made instruments and others.

Content Standards:

1 Singing alone and with others a varied repertoire of music.

2 Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

3 Improvising melodies, variation, and accompaniments.

4 Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.

5 Reading and notating music.

6 Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

7 Evaluating music and music performances.

8 Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

9 Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Materials:

1 Map and flag handouts (25-30 of each per class);  world map for reference

2 Powerpoint presentation of lesson on Brazil history, geography, culture

3 Posters of Brazilian instruments

4 Websites:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brazil; http://internet4classrooms.com/k12links.htm; http://www.sbgmusic.com/html/teacher/reference/instruments/percuss.html 

5 www.enchantedlearning.com      

6 www.mid-east.com 

7 www.remo.com

8 Computer, projector, Smart Board, compact disk, or overhead projector and screen, CD player

9 Recordings of Brazilian music, instrumental and vocal:  Wee Sing Around the World— Beall/Nipp;  Latin Playground and  World Playground—Putumayo;  34 World Rhythms—Carlos Roberto, ROR CD, etc.

10 Parent helpers for construction project

11 ROR Funsheets pages 1 & 2  (25-30 copies per class)

12 TUBS notation paper  (25-30 copies per class)

13 Materials for constructing adufe:  as per ROR text pages 15-16   (3-4 sizes)

14 Additional Brazilian-type instruments:  small, medium, & large drums, tambourines, agogo bells, whistles, friction drums, etc.  

Student Skill Level:

1 1.  Students should have an understanding of basic 4/4 meter and be able to recognize, create, and perform simple rhythm patterns with whole notes, half notes, quarter notes, eighth notes, and corresponding rests.

2 2.  Students should be able to work cooperatively in small groups.

3 3.  Students should be able to listen to and follow directions.

Procedure:

1 Drum circle—Set various numbered drums/percussion instruments around circle.

2    --Instruct students to sit behind instrument with their classroom number.

3    --Students' hands should be on their heads awaiting instruction.

4    --On teacher cue (count 1-2-3 play)  all students begin to improvise. 

5    --Continue playing for several minutes (gauge quality and control).

6    --On teacher cue (count 3-2-1-stop)  all playing stops, hands on heads.

7    --Echo-play, teacher playing lead, students echoing 4-beat patterns.

8    --Alternate student leaders on echo-playing, until all who desire have turn.

9    --Students move to their left for new instrument, after each leader's turn.

10    --End activity with improvisation again, to same beat;  end on cue.


(Drum circles with variations may be integrated into subsequent lessons.)

      2.  Listening—Play recording of Brazilian music:  Putumayo Kids #10  “Bonjour Pra Voce”   

     --


--Students should tap beat lightly on their legs.

2       --Play recording again;  students listen to identify instruments, discuss.

3       --Show pictures of Brazilian instruments while listening a third time, tap improvised rhythms.

4 --Encourage responses to music:  likes/dislikes, impressions.

5 
             --Show lyrics, try pronouncing original language, share English translation.

      3.  PowerPoint presentation on culture and history of Brazil.  (Information available on several websites 
listed under materials section.  Tailor to individual school/class needs. If Smart Board/computer 
is not  
available, this presentation could be done on transparencies on an overhead projector.)  

1 --Be certain students understand that we are studying Brazil because of the Amazon Rain 
Forest (third grade social studies unit).  It is important to know how music and other arts 
reflect a country's culture, religion, and history.



      --Set up to show in sections of a few facts at a time, with questions and answers following.  


      --Be sure all students are interacting with the presentation.



      --A worksheet will be made available to students on which to write their answers, or choose 



from multiple choice or true & false.

1 
      --This presentation may be given by the classroom teacher instead of or as reinforcement to 

the music teacher giving it.

      4.  Map and Flag activities




--Students complete worksheets while listening to recordings of Brazilian music.


1 

--Fill in the map and color the flag;  answer the questions  (Activity sheets taken 
from 



www.enchantedlearning.com ) 


1 5.   Making the Adufe

2      -- Pass out ROR Funsheets, pages 1 and 2

3       **Read together page 1, discuss students' ideas

4       **Each student write own ideas on spaces




**Each student draw designs in spaces on page 2

1       **Set aside Funsheets

2 --Each student chooses one or two partners to build instrument

3 --Students work in pairs or threes, making one drum per student.

4 --Enlist parent helpers.

5 --Follow directions in ROR text, page 15 




 **Teacher give demonstration, answer questions




 **Distribute materials with parental assistance 




 **Adults monitor progress, trouble-shoot, apply talcum powder



       --Students apply designs, ribbons


6.Playing the Adufe  



--Teacher demonstrates drumming techniques with hand and stick.



--Students practice same, achieving high, middle, and low sounds



--Echo-play improvised rhythms, teacher leading



--Project a page of empty TUBS on Smart Board or screen




**Four rows of 8 boxes each




**Explain that each box represents one beat




**Each row represents one pattern




**Enlist students to fill in boxes with X's to make rhythm patterns



--Cover all but one row at a time, all clap together each row



--Divide class into four groups by location




**Assign one row of rhythm to each group




**Each group perform own rhythm alone on drums




**Two groups together, then three, then four



--Divide class into four groups according to drum size




**Assign one row of rhythm to each group




**Each group perform own rhythm 




**Two groups together, then three, then four



--Compare and contrast the two performances



--Project a second page of TUBS notation as per ROR text page 16




**Note that 3 rhythms are notated




**Explain notation, demonstrate, students practice




**Read through all three rhythms, clapping




**Enlist students to make a 4th pattern 




**Assign patterns according to drum size




**Play as before, first one group, then two, then three, then four



--Provide sheet of blank TUBS for students to write own rhythms to share.  (This could be done 



in class or as homework assignment.)  Allow time to share when complete.


7.Singing a Brazilian folksong and playing a song game 



--”Ciranda” page 20, Wee Sing Around the World  Beall/Nipp; Price Stern Sloan, 1998



--Pass out songbooks;  listen to recording  CD track #10



--Point out that the song is sung in two languages.  What are they?



--Read through lyrics in Portuguese, slowly, echo-style;  then a little faster



--Read through English lyrics



--Note form of song:  3 verses followed by a choice of poem;  pattern repeats



--Sing in English, phrase by phrase, echo-style to learn melody;  then altogether



--Enlist students to share poems & nursery rhymes as song is sung again (3-4 x's)



--Teach circle game




**Children in circle holding hands.  One by one they will be called to 






center of the circle 




**Begin circling to left, skipping  (first 3 phrases of verse)




**On last phrase, all reverse direction and circle right, skipping




**Second verse, continue circling right  (first 3 phrases of verse)




**On 4th phrase, all reverse direction and circle left, skipping




**Third verse, continue circling left  (first 3 phrases of verse)





“And so we call Miss/Sir  _____________”  (child's name)




**On 4th phrase, all reverse direction and circle right, skipping




**At end of 3rd verse, all stop circling.  Named child enters circle and says 





a poem of choice such as a nursery rhyme.  Child returns to circle 





and game begins again.




--This song/game can be performed with some students playing adufes and 





other Brazilian percussion instruments.

Student Products:

1 Colored and filled-in flag and map papers

2 Brazil facts worksheet

3 Completed ROR Funsheet

4 Handmade and decorated adufe

5 Knowledge of TUBS notation

6 TUBS rhythm composition

7 Skill at playing, notating, and reading rhythm patterns

8 Songs to sing, dance to, and accompany with percussion instruments

9 Success at working together in small and large groups

10 Experience with rhythmic improvisation

Assessment:


Skills:  

1 ability to perform rhythm patterns, clapping and on instruments

2 ability to write rhythm patterns in TUBS notation

3 ability to make instrument 

4 ability to sing and move to the song

5 ability to provide needed information on worksheets

6 Participation:

7 level of cooperation with teacher and classmates

8 level of completion of worksheets, drum, and other assignments 

9 level of participation in class discussion

10 level of participation in singing and movement

11 level of participation in playing instruments

Reflection:


This lesson involves several aspects, some of which could be taught by the classroom teacher during her/his Social Studies lesson.  The decorating of the drums could be done with the Art teacher, who could also work with the students on scenery and fabric design. Other Rain Forest countries could be explored in similar fashion, and instruments could be made.  This lesson would adapt itself easily to 4th and 5th grades.  Some modification would be needed to apply to K, 1, and 2.  Parent involvement is important in the construction phase.  Parents could also be enlisted to help supply materials if funding is not available/adequate.  


We will  perform this music in our annual music program, using in addition other songs/instrumental pieces, as well as original speech pieces, narration, costumes, scenery, and movement.  Teachers might want to explore a connection between math and TUBS notation, as well as incorporate the science of sound.


The students have many ways to be engaged in these lessons.  The lessons appeal to visual, kinesthetic, logical, linguistic, musical, interpersonal, and intrapersonal styles of learning.  I have found that most students of this age respond best to physical activity and hands-on experience.  

Resources:  


Already included in body of paper.
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