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Grade Category Early Childhood (Pre-K – Grade 2)

Lesson Time
This lesson could take as little as an hour and could be stretched for two sessions, allowing more time for students’ compositions and collaboration with others for their group presentation
Goals
The main goal in this lesson is to help students recognize that most percussion instruments are not randomly played; rather there is notation that can be read which allows the entire cast of musicians to stay at the same beat and maintain a consistent rhythm.
Objectives
SWBAT:

1. distinguish measured beats and rhythms by listening for it in musical selections
2. follow directions to make their own Adufe drum

3. compose a simple piece of drum music to perform for the class

4. compare their drums with others to determine the similarities and differences and determine why
Content Standards
Music:

· identify and describe contrasting music styles

· recognize and describe how songs are used for a variety of occasions 

Language Arts/Writing Processes:

· develop a purpose and audience for writing

· organize writing with a developed beginning, middle and end

Language Arts/Communication:

· use active listening strategies, such as making eye contact and asking for clarification and explanation

· follow two- and three- step oral directions

· adjust volume to stress important ideas

· deliver simple dramatic presentations

Science/Physical Science:

· explore and describe sounds produced by vibrating objects

Science/Technology:

· investigate why people make new products or invent new ways to meet their individual wants and needs

Scientific Ways of Knowing:

· describe that scientific investigations generally work the same way under the same conditions

· demonstrate that in science it is helpful to work with a team and share findings with others

Social Studies/People in Societies:

· describe ways in which language, stories, folktales, music and artistic creations serve as expression of culture and influence the behavior of people living in a particular culture
Materials
1. “Roots of Rhythm” Percussion Instrument Making Notes

2. Tubs notation worksheets from “Roots of Rhythm” curriculum
3. Various sizes of wooden picture frames

4. P VC tape

5. Beads, rice, and beans

6. Talcum powder
Student Skill Level
1. Students need to listen closely and be able to follow directions to construct an Adufe.

2. Students need to listen closely so that they can feel and hear the beat to music and be able to 
transfer that knowledge to composing their own piece.
Procedure
1. Teacher will instruct students on how to construct their Adufe, assisting small groups when necessary.
2. Students will critique each others’ drum to determine if tension is great enough to get a good sound.

3. Teacher will show students the difference in holding the drum horizontally and vertically.

4. Students will compare sounds of their drums with other students.

5. Teacher will introduce the TUBS notation and students will listen, then play along with the “Roots of Rhythm” CD.

6. Students will work in small groups of four (according to the color of their clothing) to compose a piece for their ensemble.  Each student will write his own piece and they will collaborate to make sure it sounds good together.

7. Small groups will perform for the rest of the class.
Student Product
Each student will produce their own Adufe.

Each student will compose a short piece to be played with their group.
Assessment
Students will be assessed on their Adufe production as well as the composition as to whether they followed directions and worked well with their group.  The Tubs notation will be another way of assessing their comprehension of beat and rhythm.
Reflection
This lesson is one that students will like because of their being able to produce one of their own.  I hope to create a discriminating ear so that they are more cognizant of rhythm and beat of background music.
Resources
1. “Roots of Rhythm” Percussion Instrument Making Notes

2. Tubs notation worksheets from “Roots of Rhythm” curriculum
3. ODE content standards for grade 2 (available a 
http://www.ode.state.oh.us/academic_content_standards/)
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