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Title Chanukah: A Festival of Lights – Adufe
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            Valley City, Ohio
Grade Category 4th   
Lesson Time 
This is a section of a large unit of December holidays:  Chanukah, Christmas, and Kwanzaa.  Each section will be 6 class periods, @40 minutes for @6 weeks.
Goals  
I would like to achieve a relationship between each of the holidays; including instruments played, cultures of the people who practice them, performances of each holiday for others to be subjected to new ideas.

Objectives
The students shall:

1. Make 1 drum, the Adufe, to perform

2. Read the history of Chanukah

3. Be able to locate the country of origin on a map  (Portugal and Israel)

4. Be able to perform by singing, drumming, dancing, and story-telling
Content Standards 
1, 2, 5, 9

Materials  
1. Page 15 from the ROR guide

2. Pencil, PVC tape, talcum powder, scissors, wooden square, ribbons, beads
3. ROR, Chapter 1: The Adufe from Portugal Funsheet
4. World map

5. History of the Adufe and its culture.

Skill Level  
1. The students will have previously discussed Portugal and created appropriate designs on their 
Funsheets.  
2. The students shall be able to read brief histories of Chanukah, European Christmas and 
Kwanzaa for this unit of study.  
3. These histories will be assigned to specific groups of students to research and present to the 
class.

Procedures   
DAY ONE 

1. Today, we will make an instrument from the country of Portugal, an adufe.  Jack will read his researched version of Portugal and show you its flag and location in Europe.
2. We will now proceed with our building project.

3. Get your building materials and sit next to a person that can and will help you to cut the tape and make the tape very strong.  (pulling)

4. Wrap the tape around the square wood frame overlapping a little.  Before you reach the last row, shake some talcum powder down into the drum, being sure that you cover all of the sticky sides of the tape.  

5. When you are sure that the tape is no longer sticky, add a few beads and shake to be sure that none of them sticks.   When none stick, you may want to add a few more beads.

6. When that is complete, you and your fried stretch the tape around the frame in the vertical direction very, very tightly!  You may need your helper for this.

7. When your adufe is sounding like a drum, you may decorate the edges only!  Why not the drum sides?  (It may take away from the tension of the drumhead.)

DAY TWO  
8. We will begin to learn the song that will be sung with our Adufe and triangle accompaniment.
9. We will use Festival of Lights by David Eddleman from the World of Music, grade 5, page 234.
10. Notice that there are 2 sections to his song, A and B.  Can you remember what that means?  . . . That there are 2 different sections to this song.  What happens on page 235?    . . . The 2 parts are repeated but put together to create a harmony section to our song.

11.  Watch your book as we listen to the song.  Decide which section should be accompanied by the adufe or the triangle.

12. We have decided that the B section should be accompanied by the triangle because we want to hear the words.  They are the story of the Festival.  The Adufe will play on Section A, then both instruments will play their rhythms at the harmony section on pg. 235.

Student Product  
1. Each student will have an Adufe Drum

2. Worksheet: Portugal fun sheet

3. A brief history of Chanukah

Assessment
1. A performance – The students will read a short history of Chanukah, sin the song Festival of 
Lights with instrumental accompaniment, and dance with the song.  

2. Each will be assessed by participation and quality of performance.

3. Word sheet – the neatness and completeness of the drawing and how well each followed his 
own design.

4. The Adufe The neatness and completeness of the design, tone of the drum and the ability to 
play the assigned patterns.

Reflection  
I feel that this lesson has many goals and challenges with it.  Of course, the student learning is always at the center, however, this lesson may create a tolerance of other cultures and thoughts that have never been expressed by the students.

I also am bringing in parents to help with the building of the frames and allowing them to participate in the actual creating of the Adufe.  
There will also be a performance that will display all of the cultures that we have dealt with during this project.  Parents love to design the stage to accommodate a program and provide costumes for all in need.

Resources  

1. The music series books at your school will have songs about Chanukah and Christmas and the newer series will include Kwanzaa.

2. Here are some titles:
a. Chanukah  by Howard Greenfield (Harper)

b. Jewish Holidays  by Margery Cuyler  (Holt)

c. Hanukkah:  Eight Night, Eight Lights  Holiday House
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