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Grade Category Elementary
Lesson Time One class period (35-40 minutes)

Goals 
The goal is for students to clearly distinguish the Cuban drum sound from other cultures. 

Objectives 
1. The students will listen and describe the drumming sound of Cuba. 
2. The students will listen to the drums of other countries and describe how they are different from 
Cuba using descriptive words and movements. 

Content Standards 
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music..
4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines. 

5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
Materials 
1.  ROR Curriculum and CD
2.  Other various CDs with strong drum rhythms can be classical, pop, or from another culture.
3.  Funsheets from Chapter 3 (back side, with blank TUBS notation). 
4.  Various drums that have been either previously made, or are available in the classroom.
Student Skill Level 
Before this lesson the students will need to have heard the other country’s music. This lesson would really be towards the end of teaching all the different styles. 
Procedure 
1. Review the sound of the Cuban drums (bongos, conga)
2. Have students invent a motion or a dance move they can do when they hear the sound of Cuba.
3. Have students invent a motion or a dance move they can do when what they hear is not Cuban.
4. Play music in various orders, stopping to discuss why each piece is or is not Cuban. 
5. The students will identify similarities and differences in each piece to Cuban music. (if any)

6. Students will break into small groups (2-4) and create Cuban-sounding rhythms. 

7. Students will perform rhythms in class. 
Student Product 
The final product will be a short TUBS notation paper with the students’ Cuban rhythms. 
Assessment 
Evaluation will be based on observing the students participating in class and following along with correct motions for each country. There will also be written evaluation of the rhythms they created. 
Reflection 
This lesson will involve the students’ whole body and mind because of the motion that is involved while they think of the answer. This will probably work especially well with the younger students, who are not always able to understand the whys or the exact workings of different cultures, but can still recognize that there is a difference! The exposure to other countries and fostering a respect for them is the key. 
Resources 
Can include any music found that can help demonstrate differences between cultures. 
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