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Focus: Students explore dance rhythms from Cuba as part of the focus on Latin Music within the World Music Unit.

Grade Level: Grade 6

Lesson Time: 4 forty-five minute class periods
Unit Goals: 

1. Understanding context and characteristics of music from other cultures.

2. Gaining an appreciation for traditional and popular music from countries other than own.

3. Offering opinion of music from other countries through written expression and other mediums.

4. Reinforcing  basic knowledge of numerous countries and their locations.
Objectives: 
1. Students will begin to use and understand musical vocabulary relating to a specific culture by reading about the origins of Latin Music and viewing “Roots of Rhythm” (DVD 2001, New Video Group)
2. Students will learn how Latin Music has influenced American Popular Music.

3. Students will construct a set of bongos per Roots of Rhythm instrument building instructions.

4. Students will perform accompanying rhythm patterns, both through echoing existing patterns and creating their own, to a variety of Latin music sources.
Content Standards: 2,3,4,6,7,8 and 9

Cross-Curricular Areas: Language Arts, Social Studies

Materials Needed: “Dances of Latin America” from Music of Many Cultures by Carol Fisher Mathieson (Mark Twain Press) handout, highlighters, “Roots of Rhythm” (DVD 2001, New Video Group), Latin Music graphic organizer (see attachments), bongo-making supplies for each student: 5” x 7” can, 4” x 7” can (lids already removed), wooden spacer, PVC tape, hacksaw – ½ taped, pair of chopsticks, Percussion Instrument Making Notes p. 3, Roots of Rhythm Chapter 2: The Bongos From Cuba Funsheet, Roots of Rhythm curriculum guide p. 22, claves, guiro, congas, Putumayo Presents Cuba (1998), Putumayo Rumba Flamenco (2002), Putumayo Latin Playground (2002).
Student Skill Level: assumes some prior knowledge of TUBS notation and fundamentals of creating rhythms on the instruments.

Procedure: 
1. Activate prior knowledge of dances from other countries. Encourage students to discuss what is needed for a piece of music to be good for dancing.

2. Hand out, read and discuss Dances of Latin America, highlighting important terms and sharing specific examples. 

3. Complete written portion individually, determining which country has provided most of the dances we recognize today (Cuba!). Segue with explanation of DVD presentation. 

4. Time permitting - begin watching portion of “Roots of Rhythm” DVD. (sections: 1 – In the Beginning; 4 – The Rhumba is Born; 5 – Carnival; 6 – Miami Sound Machine; 15 – Birth of Latin Jazz; 16 – L Love Jazz) 

5. Do a quick brainstorming of Latin Dance names.

6. Explain graphic organizer for watching and responding to “Roots or Rhythm.”  
7. Continue watching “Roots of Rhythm.” Students begin adding responses to graphic organizer.

8. Do a quick brainstorming of the instruments students have seen in DVD or read about.

9. Have students assemble and organize bongo-making materials. 

10. Show students completed project and have them look over Percussion Instrument Making Notes page and front side of Funsheet. Answer questions. 

11. Students build own bongos as teacher models, step by step.

12. Permit students to experiment with finished instruments and devise rhythms.

13. Demonstrate and discuss basic Martillo Rhythm shown on Funsheet. Students try to master.

14. Demonstrate low or open tone, high tone and accent. Experiment.

15. Using Roots of Rhythm Chapter 2: The Bongos from Cuba p. 22 practice bongos pattern.
16. Try remaining instrument parts on bongos. Layer in other instruments as mastery occurs.

17. Try fitting Rumba Guaguanco rhythms to songs on Putumayo CDs – one rhythm at a time. Layer with mastery.

18. Try Solo Variations of Martillo rhythm as time permits.

19. Students create own rhythm patterns using TUBS notation on reverse side of Funsheet.

Assessment: Dances of Latin America worksheet, Root of Rhythm written response to portions of DVD, completion of bongos, narrative comments on participation and performance of rhythms and original accompaniment patterns.
Reflection:  Students can continue to master rhythms on their instruments by making a performance or exploratory activity part of the RAFT experience within the World music Unit. (see attachments) Teacher will need to familiarize self with DVD sections in order to make this portion of lessons meaningful. One could extend this series of lessons to include other dance rhythms such as cha-cha and mambo.  
Resources: Putumayo: World Playground Activity Kit, Latin Playground Activity Kit, Travel the World with Putumayo (DVD), Roots of Rhythm (DVD 2001, New Video Group), Putumayo CDs: African Playground, Asian Dreamland, Caribbean Playground, Dreamland, French Playground, Reggae Playground 
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Students will:

Know

Basic information about other countries and the styles of music found in those countries.

Understand

The role music plays in the culture of the countries they chose to explore.

How music styles influence each other and cross geographic boundaries.

Be Able To 


Do Research – Use informational text.

Experience the music relative to the culture of explored countries through a variety of media.

Share research and perspectives with peers.
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