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Grade Category 5th 
Lesson Time 45 minutes
Goals
1. Teach students where Cuba is located. (cross-curricular, geography)

2. Teach students a few interesting facts about Cuba.  (cross-curricular, history)

3.  Have students perform three different rhythms at the same time on Cuban instruments, using 
TUBS notation.

4.  Have students listen to Cuban music and identify the instruments they hear.

Objective
1. Students will know and be familiar with the culture and instruments from Cuba. 

2. Students will be able to write and perform three part rhythms using TUBS notation and 
instruments from Cuba.

Content Standards
1. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

2. Reading and notating music.

3. Listening to and analyzing music.

4. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

5. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.

Materials
1. 8 sets of claves

2. 8 bongos

3. 8 guiros

4. Map

5. Cuban flag

Student Skill Level
1. Students need to be familiar with the TUBS notation and be able to apply TUBS to playing 
simple percussion instruments.

2. Students need to be able to identify the difference between high and low pitch.

3. Students should have previous experience actively listening to music.

4. Students need to be familiar with the percussion family and be able to identify them by sound.

Procedure
1. T asks the S if anyone knows what culture bongos come from (Cuba).

a. T pulls out map asks S to show her where Cuba is.


b. T gives S a few interesting facts about Cuba



i. in 1492, Christopher Columbus landed in Cuba.



ii. The Cuban flag is red, white and blue, like ours.



 2. T shows flag to students and points out the flag is the same color as the US flag.

 3. T instructs S to listen and see if they can identify the instruments as she plays music from Cuba (ROR CD #11).


a. T asks students what did you hear?



i. Did you hear a lot of percussion?



ii. What instruments did you hear?



iii. Was the music fast or slow?



iv. Did you notice anything about the rhythm?

4. S listen one more time to music.


a. T reviews anything not understood from the first listening.

5. T tells S they are going to review the three rhythms from learning to play high and low sounds, and play them on traditional Cuban instruments, the bongos, claves and guiros.

6.  The rhythms from the previous lesson are already on the board as shown below.

a. T directs S attention to the board.
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7.  T reviews the rhythms with the students by having them clap each part separately.

8.  T divides the class into 3 groups and passes out the claves to group one (part one), bongos to group 2 (part 2), and guiros to group 3 (part 3).

9. T reviews each rhythm with each group individually, making sure they are playing the instruments correctly.

10.  When S can play each rhythm successfully, T puts all three rhythms together and S play as an ensemble. 

Student Product 
Written and participatory
Assessment
1. Students are put into groups of 3.

2. Each group gets a sheet of graph paper with the eight counts and parts 1-3 already written on it.

3. S are instructed to write a rhythm for each instrument (part) and practice it.

4. S take turns playing their compositions for the class.

Reflection
This lesson can be used to cross curriculums with geography, history, and reading.  You or another teacher may choose to read Chapter 2 with the students and continue discussion about Cuba.

Resources
1. TUBS system 
2. ROR notation
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