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Grade Category 4th 
Lesson Time 
One or two, 45 minute lessons. We will be learning two percussion pieces from “The Cat and The Rat” mini musical.

Goals 

To prepare and present a musical play through expressive speech, singing, instrumental ensembles and movement. Scenery and costumes will also be utilized.

Objectives
1. Learn two percussion pieces from a musical.

2. Learn Cuban rhythms and perform on Cuban instruments.

3. Listen and perform West Indian style music.

Content Standards
1. Performing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

2. Reading and notation music

3. Evaluating music and music performances.

4. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Materials
1. Bongo drums (homemade from a previous lesson)

2. Conga drum

3. Claves

4. Guiro

5. Xylophones

Student Skill Level  
By using rhythmic word phrases the students will be able to perform the rhythms used in these two pieces.  Depending on the skill levels of your students, assign the easier rhythms to students who have difficulty and the harder rhythms to students whose levels are more advanced.

Procedure
1. Introduce “Cat’s Drum” by learning the bongo drum part.  Speak the rhythm with the verbal cue, Play__ it gently, your little drum now, play__it gently, your little drum, while tapping three fingers on the palm of the other hand.  Transfer to bongos, alternating hands.

2. Learn the conga drum part by saying, Problem sh, no problem sh, no problem sh, no problem sh, etc…while patting the rhythm with alternating hands on one thigh.  Transfer to conga drum.

3. Practice “Cat’s Drum”.  Let half of the class practice the bongo rhythm and the other half the conga rhythm.  Put them together.

4. Pass out the xylophone parts for “Basay Down”.  Begin by singing the letter names of the notes for the bass xylophone.  Sing them again and practice playing in the air or on the desk.  Transfer to xylophone. Follow the same procedure for the alto and soprano xylophone parts.

5. Teach the clave and guiro rhythms on page 22 of the Roots of Rhythm Teacher’s Guide.  Divide the beat by counting 1+ 2 + 3 + 4 +.  Once again divide the class into four different groups, practicing one pattern with each group, then put them together.  

Student Product 
The performance of the musical.

Assessment  
The performance of the musical.

Reflection  
This musical is an excellent resource for cross-curricular learning.  Students learn the history and culture of the West Indian people.  They learn what a folk-tale is and how it’s expressed through music.  They discover what is involved in preparing for a production.  They can become active in creating the scenery and deciding what the costumes should be.  They can design the program cover and some students can be involved by promoting the musical. The science of how and why different instruments create different sounds is a good cross-curricular lesson.  All students in the grade level can be actively involved and you are accommodating the gifted student as well as the special learner.  The art teacher, the classroom teacher and the gym teacher can all help out.  Parents are a great resource as well.

Resource
Share the Music – Level 4, pp. 362-369 Macmillan McGraw – Hill 1995
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