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Grade Category 4th 
Lesson Time 45 minutes or longer (2 class periods if needed)
Goals
Make a bongo drum using some recycled materials.
Objectives
Students will make their own bongo drum from cans and PVC tape. 

Content Standards
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials
1. ROR teachers guide pg 21, making your own bongo.
2. Read the reflection and resources sections.
3. #10 can with both lids removed, one for each student.

4. Medium can with both lids removed, one for each student. (You should have two different sized   
cans for each student. 
5. Hammer and round metal file.
6. PVC tape, several rolls of various colors.

7. Colored masking tape to be used in decoration the drum.
8. Art supplies to decorate the drum.
9. ROR CD tracks 11 – 24 and other bongo music as available.
Student Skill Level
Working knowledge of high to low (pitch), tight to loose (string), fast to slow (vibration). Class prepared in advance by demonstration with stringed instrument using the tuning peg to show how tightening and loosening the string affects these parameters.
Procedure
1. First, do this whole project yourself.
2. Do this with several older students who will be your helpers when you do this with the class.
3. Use the hammer or file to smooth out the rough edges left by the can opener, so that no fingers will get cut. 
4. Use ROR teachers guide pg 21 to guide through the process.

5. Attach a strip of tape around the can at the top outside edge. This gives the tape going across the opening something to adhere to.
6. Note: For the next two steps, make sure the tape “drum head” is stretched tight. Show how if it’s too thick and too loose the sound is not good.

7. Tape across opening (top of can) with the strips going in the same direction (parallel). Overlap the strips slightly and cover the opening. Stretch tape tightly.

8. Now tape a second layer perpendicular to the first across the top of the can. Stretch tightly. You 
now have two thin layers across the top of the can. This is your tape “drum head”.

9. Use PVC and colored masking tape and art supplies to decorate your drum.

10. Follow same procedure for the second can. Use a different size so that you end up with a larger and a smaller drum.

11. Finally tape the two drums together using PVC tape, with the tops of each tape “drum head” being even, as shown in the picture ROR teacher’s guide pg 21.

12. Students may decorate their drums but should always put their names of them.

13. Allow students to play their drums and use them for future lessons.

Student Product
Completed Bongo drum
Assessment
Made correctly? Sound good? Decorated? Is everyone participating?
Reflection
Do it first before trying this with a class. Play ROR CD tracks 11-24 as well as other recordings of bongos if available during the project. Also reward your helpers. This project will take a lot of preparation of the material.
Resources
1. Restaurants and pizza places are good sources for cans. You may have to clean them, though. Also make sure the lids are removed and sharp edges smoothed before class. 
2. PVC tape can be purchased from shipping supplies companies. 
3. Public libraries may have selections of music featuring bongos. 
4. ROR teachers guide lists many resources for CD’s. 
5. You can also try the internet to find sources for your materials.
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