Roots of Rhythm World Drumming Teacher Workshop 2006
Lesson Plan for Chapter 2
Title The Bongos from Cuba





       Holly Linder 









       7-7-2006

       North Canton, Ohio    
Grade Category 4th – 5th 
Lesson Time Unit lesson - 3 weeks. Bi-weekly lessons, 35 minutes each
Goals 
1. Cultural understanding, appreciation and awareness
2. JOY of music making, playing and creating
3. Learning to work as a team
Objectives 
1. Students will learn bongo drumming technique of open tones, and edge tones.
2. Students will create their own Bongo rhythms using box notation.
Content Standards 
1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.
4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.
5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials
1. Roots of Rhythm Book by Dr. Craig Woodson, pages 17-22
2. Tubanos, bongos, hand drums, claves, guiros
3. Cuba: “More Music of our World,” Higgins and Shank, pages 5-8 and 50-53
4. “All about Bongos” by Kalani, Alfred Publishing 
5. Materials to make Bongos- page 3 of Percussion Instrument Making notes

 
5”x 7” tube/can

4”x 7” tube/can (pineapple juice)

PVC tape-colors

2 chopsticks

Scissors

Student Skill Level 
Have been introduced to the concept of syncopation experientially, visually, and aurally. The 5th grade students did some work on Cuba last winter/spring in preparation for a program. 
Procedure 
1. Introduction - hook


a. 3 part Rhythmic ostinato= switch parts everyone does all the parts

b. Group 1 – Feel the rhythm of the beat


c. Group 2 – who’s got the rhythm?


d. Group 3 – I got the rhythm feel the beat
2. World map- show enlarged poster of flag and instruments.


a. Teach about their culture, history - read copies of page 5 of “More Music of our World”

3. Making their own Bongo - see page 3 of Percussion Making booklet
 
a. Work with a partner, may take one whole class

4. Bongo playing techniques

a. Students will learn by imitation

b. Teach clave rhythm - bring out the syncopation

c. Guiro rhythm


d. Bongos

e. Quinto - high drum


f.  Conga - medium


g. Tumba - low drum

5. Song: Guantanemara- More Music of our World, page 6, on overhead


a. 5th graders will remember this from last year

b. This will be new to 4th graders. Teach the Spanish and the English verses


c. Students will create their own rhythm ostinato patterns for this song and accompany it.

6. Dances that evolved from Cuban rhythms 


a. Cha, cha, cha 

b. Rumba mambo

c. Find dance video for these. I have taken some ballroom dance classes, but need to 


watch them and brush up myself!

7. Song: “Gypsy in the Moonlight,” from More Music of our World” pages 50-53

8. Do the Funsheet: from Chapter 2
Student Product 
1. Bongo instrument

2. Funsheet
Assessment
1. Finished Bongo drums

2. Funsheet - their own bongo compositions

Reflection
I think the students will be easily hooked on this one! They will love the beat, rhythms, and songs.
Resources 
Dance guest - teach cha, cha, cha, rumba, and mambo. I plan to also find a dance video with these styles of dance on it for students to view and imitate. I did not find one before I needed to turn this in as I am leaving town.

Extension - extend to Steel drums unit from Trinidad. There is material in ROR extension on this. I plan to use this as well and use the story book, The Drum Circle, as part of a final product/program for parents.
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