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Grade Category Middle School
 
Lesson Time 40-80 minutes (1-2- class periods)
Goals 
To play the bongos the students have built and to combine them with the other Cuban influenced percussion in the classroom.  Also, to take a look at the culture and music of Cuba through the DVD of the documentary entitled "The Buena Vista Social Club"  
Objectives

The students will play in an ensemble and read the TUBS notation for a Rumba Guaguanco. 
Content Standards 
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 
5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
 
Materials 
1. Student-made bongos following the directions in the ROR curriculum, page 21.
2. Copies of the Rumba TUBS notation found in the ROR, page 22.
3. Documentary: "Buena Vista Social Club".
 
Student Skill Level 
The students will have previously read the TUBS notation and have also participated in discussions concerning Cuba's history and politics. 
 
Procedure What are the steps (1, 2, 3, etc) that you will follow to achieve the lesson's objectives. What will you say? What will students see? What will they do?
1. Play through the Rumba notation one instrument at a time
2. Build the pattern constructively, adding one instrument at a time until all are represented
3. Discuss the tone colors of the instruments represented and which is a favorite.
4. Begin viewing the documentary, pausing to reinforce the political history as it has influenced the music and people of Cuba. 
 
Student Product 
The successful performance of the Rumba patterns. 
 
Assessment 
Videotape the playing session and involve all students in the on-going discussion during the documentary. 
 
Reflection 
This lesson is what can be called "working on the work".  Special needs students will be encouraged to keep a steady beat if not able to follow the notation.  The instruments, other than the home made bongos, will be passed around for all to play. 
Resources 
Funsheets, p. 2 - composing Bongo rhythms of your own. 
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