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Grade Category Elementary

Lesson Time Approximately one to two class periods (35-40 minutes).
Goals 
The goal of this lesson is to expose the students to something they have (most likely) never heard. It will cross disciplines because in order for them to understand what they are hearing we will have to review the culture. 
Objectives 
The students will create and play the Buhai (animal friction drum). The students will create and notate their own “song” on the Buhai.
Content Standards 
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.
5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials 
1. Masking tape 
2. PVC tape

3. Coffee cans
4. Plastic lids (matching size to coffee cans)
5. ROR CD, tracks 25-27

6. ROR curriculum, pages 23-27

7. TUBS notation sheets, specifically the “free rhythm” line
Student Skill Level  
Beginner
Procedure
1. Tell students they are making a surprise instrument! 
2. Pass out materials to each student and make the Buhai (see page 27 of ROR curriculum), but do not give away it’s identity until the end. 

3. When instrument is completed, demonstrate how to play, and have students do likewise.  
4. Invite discussion- Possible questions to start: What do you hear? What does this sound like? How can it be used in a song? What kind of song? In what country does this originate? Have you heard it before? How can you make this sound using your voice? 
5. Then introduce it as the Buhai, from Romania. Use the ROR Curriculum pages 23-27 to review and discuss (either passed out individually or on an overhead). 

6. Show a sample notation for Buhai, and demonstrate for students.

7. Pass out Free rhythm sheets. Student will compose Buhai song in groups of 2-3.

8. Students perform their Buhai song. 

Student Product
Final product will be their instrument and TUBS sheet notation. 
Assessment
Teacher can observe students discovering another way of thinking, performing, composing, and notating music of another culture (Romania). Teacher can observe students participating in activity, and working with one another. 
Reflection
This lesson is sure to bring out the giggles, so be prepared!! It is a very different sound, and quite honestly hard to listen to at first. You will more than likely have to play the field selection on the cd several times until all the students can distinguish which sound to listen for. This lesson promotes student learning because the students really will feel surprised at the sound they are creating. It goes against what they have come to know and love as music, so it will generate a great response and discussion about how different cultures view their music. 
Resources
The lesson can be extended by having students do some more research on the Buhai on the web. 
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