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Lesson Time 

The unit should take two class periods to make the instrument and one to two for composition and class discussion.

Goals
1. The goal of this unit is to expand the student’s connection between music and science with 
the use of friction in the instrument as well the cultural and historical significance of the 
Buhai in Romania.  
2. An additional goal would be the expose students to a new form of music notation though 
shapes and symbols.
Objectives
The unit’s objective is to have students create their own Buhai, compose a small piece for the Buhai using shapes and symbols for notation as well as write a small one page reflection on how they would show well-wishing and good fortune to another group of people or friends similar to the peasants of Romania.
 

Content Standards 
1. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
2. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.
3. Reading and notating music.
4. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
5. Evaluating music and music performances.
6. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials
1.  Stereo to play Roots of Rhythm CD examples
2.  Sturdy cardboard or PVC pipe 2” -3” high and 6” in diameter
3.  PVC tape
4.  Masking tape
5.  Markers
6.  Blank paper for composing and reflective writing
Student Skill Level
The students will have pages 23-27 from the Roots of Rhythm book prior to the unit.  
Procedure
1.  A recording of the Buhai from the Roots of Rhythm CD will be playing on repeat as students enter.  
2.  A class discussion about agriculture and its impact in our area will begin leading to the impact of agriculture to the peasants of Romania and the festival that takes place there December 25-January 6.
3.  A completed Buhai will be on display for students as well as the necessary materials for creating their own.  The instructor will create a model instrument answering questions for students during demonstration.
4.  Students will create their own Buhai.

5.  Students will perform the printed off example found on p. 25 of the Roots of Rhythm.

6.  Students will then “compose” their own Buhai music using shapes and symbols for notation. 
7.  Students will then write a short one page reaction based on how they as a person would show well-wishing and good fortune to another group of people or friends similar to the peasants of Romania.
Student Product
1. Students will create their own Buhai.  
2. Students will also write a small one page reflection as well as compose their own short notated 
Buhai piece using symbols and shapes as notation to describe sound.

Assessment
Evaluation will be participatory and written.  Students will participate by creating their own Buhai as well as write a small one page reflection of how the students would show well-wishing and good fortune to another group of people or friends similar to how the peasants of Romania wished the farmers future success in their crops.  Students will also hand in their own composed music for the Buhai.
Reflection 
The Buhai from Romania will be one of the prerequisite creations to a unit on Brazil.  There are numerous percussion instruments associated with Carnival, and the Buhai is the trial run at creating the Brazilian Tamborim.  This will serve as great conserver of resources.  The teacher can “reuse” the student’s instrument if resources limited or a concern.  If resources and finance allow, this unit will permit a speedier construction of the Tamborim based on prior achieved knowledge.
Resources
1. Roots of Rhythm CD

2. Non-commercial recording that include the Buhai are available at Ethnomusicology Archives at the University of California, Los Angeles.

3. Blanchet, G. and Margineanu, N. Voyages au Pays des Sons (2 videos). Poitou-Charentes: CRDP, 57 min., 1996. 
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