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Grade Category 6th – 8th 
Lesson Time 2 or 3/ 30 min class periods
Goals
1. Over these two class periods I would like to students to gain an understanding about the culture 
surrounding the Buhai and the purpose of the drum, why would the people use a drum that 
sounds like this, not like American pop culture drum set or without a completely steady 
beat behind it.  
2. I want students to draw connections between literature and music, by creating, in small groups, a 
story using sounds they create from their homemade Buhai. 
Objectives  
1. Students will create a homemade Buhai and experiment with different sound qualities of the 
instrument and understand how the sound is created from friction.
2. Students will write a short folk story based on a series of possible topics handed to them by the 
teacher, or they may come up with their own topic.  Students will connect this story with 
sounds from their Buhai which will be notated within their story.
3. Students will read and present their stories before the class in the second class period.

Content Standards 
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.
4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.
5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials 
1.  Roots of Rhythm Curriculum Guide for building instruments and the curriculum itself

2.  Materials for building the Buhai – for each student 1 roll of PVC tape, 1 roll of masking tape, 1 
 
    number 10 coffee can with lids removed, 1 small saw blade for cutting tape.
3.  Roots of Rhythm CD – tracks 25 and 27
4.  Handout of Topics for stories
5.  Handout for writing stories, with room for musical notation underneath the specific parts of the     


     story the students choose.

6.  Handout for examples of notation for the Buhai.
Student Skill Level  
Students just need to be able to write or type their stories, and this lesson should pretty much instruct them with all they need to know about development of the Buhai.  Students must be able to listen and echo the teacher with the Buhai instrument they create.
Procedure
Class Period 1

1.  Students will enter the classroom and sit in their assigned seats while teacher takes attendance.

2.  Teacher will ask students to sit and listen quietly to this interesting recording of an instrument from Romania, track 24 from the Roots of Rhythm CD while completing attendance.

3.  Teacher will ask students what they thought of the recording and what they think the instruments might look like.

4.  Teacher explain to students about the Buhai, the animal friction drum, and read to the students information from pages 23 and 24 of the Roots of Rhythm Curriculum about the culture of Romania.

5.  Students will then create and build their own Buhai, students will be instructed by rows to pick up 1 of each material for building their instruments as listed in the materials above.

6.  Teacher will go through each step of the building process as found on pg. 27 in the Roots of Rhythm Curriculum.  Teacher will allow for students to work in small groups helping each other if need be.  Students will complete each step of the building process with the teacher.  This may be a good spot during long steps where students need work time to play the CD as examples for the class.
7.  Once everyone has finished building their drum, the teacher will instruct students how to perform their Buhai, and lead students in a call and echo activity.  Students will create the same sound the teacher does by holding the masking tape more loose or tight to create a louder, softer, higher, lower sound on the Buhai.

8.  Students will experiment with different Buhai sounds on their own, also discovering other sounds they can make with the shell of their cans, scratching noises, etc…

9.  Students will receive a handout sheet of how notation might be reflected for the Buhai, an example of this can be found in the Roots or Rhythm Curriculum Guide on pg. 25.  

10.  Teacher will lead students in performing each one of the symbols on their handout and ask them what animal or animal sounds each might reflect.

11.  Students will be asked by row to put their instruments in their assigned class area and return to their assigned seats.

12.  Teacher will explain activities for the following next class period, which will include writing a short folk story and using the Buhai to reflect animal and people sounds within the story.

Class Period 2

1.  Students will enter the classroom and sit in their assigned seats while teacher takes attendance.

2.  Teacher will instruct students to get into their small assigned groups for the next activity.

3.  Group leaders will come to the front and obtain activity sheets for each member of their group; 3 handouts, notation for the Buhai, story topics (which must be checked with the teacher), sheet for writing out their story with spaces underneath to put the notation.

4.  Students will be instructed to work within their small groups to create a story based from the list of topics, once they have chosen their topic they must check this with the instructor, and then begin writing their story.  

5.  Students will be assigned jobs by their group leader, groups of  3, one person to perform the Buhai, one person to write out the story (all help with this), one person to write out the notation of Buhai (all help with this).

5.  Once they have completed the story on a piece of notebook paper, they may transfer their story to the handout, and begin adding notation for the Buhai sounds, under the correct words which they must complete the sound effect.

6.  Students should spend most of this class period developing their stories, teacher may move about the room helping students groups if they feel stuck or have questions.
7.  Students will put their names on the sheet and turn them into the teacher, so they will not be lost before the next class period.

8.  Students will return to their seats while teacher explains the activities for the next class period.

Class Period 3

1.  Students will enter the classroom and sit in their assigned seats while teacher takes attendance.

2.  Students will then be asked to get into their small groups and work for 5 – 7 minutes on finishing up their stories and practicing their presentations. 

3.  Groups will then be randomly picked by the teacher, in random order to present their stories to the class, with one person acting as a narrator, and two others performing on their Buhai.  The performers may perform the sounds together or perform different sounds at different times.  They may act as two different characters within their short folk stories.

4.  Teacher will asses students performance and their delivery of their story, creativity, length, or other areas which you might feel appropriate for assessment…

5.  Students within the class will act as an appropriate audience for the performers on stage, as this is a state standard and should be a part of their grade as well.

6.  Students may take their Buhai drums home after this class and show their families what they made and how they presented their stories.

Student Product
Students will take home a Buhai with them.  They may get a copy of their story which their group creates.  They will understand the purpose of the Buhai and its importance in music of the Romanian culture.  Students will have copies of all the handouts which they may used within the classroom.
Assessment
Assessment will be mostly waited on the final group presentation and how hard they have been working the past couple of days.  Students may also be assessed with a funsheet on chapter 3 as a follow up to this lesson.  
Reflection
I see this lesson as a very creative opportunity for middle school students to draw connections with culture and literature, while they are working on their creative writing skills, something that is tested on the Ohio Graduation Test.  The difficult part is always giving the students the right amount of structure with the right amount of freedom for creativity.  I think they would learn much about the culture and the purpose of the instrument and its usage, which is one of the main objectives for this lesson.  I think they will really enjoy performing on their instruments as well as learning and developing finer motor skills. A great follow up assessment to this lesson would be completing the Funsheets and grading students on those.
Resources
1. Make sure to have the Roots of Rhythm Curriculum Guide as the primary source.  
2. The instrument building handout would be very helpful as well.  
3. Obtain the tape from a local boxing company.  
4. Ask the cooks for tin cans, they have plenty they throw out or recycle each day.  
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