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Goals 
1. I wrote this lesson in hopes that it will instill cultural appreciation and interest in my students.  
2. This lesson will cross disciplines with language (foreign words), science (sound production), 
and math (if students measure parts of the instrument while building it).

Objectives  

1. 100% of students will state two facts about the Buhai.

2. 100% of students will create their own Buhai compositions.

Content Standards
1. Performing on instruments, alone and with others

2. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines

3. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music

4. Reading and notating music

5. Understanding music in relation to history and culture

Materials
1. Chalk board/dry erase board

2. Coffee cans with lids (enough for one per student)

3. Masking Tape

4. Paper and pencils (may choose to use TUBS free rhythm line)

5. Roots of Rhythm CD

6. Roots of Rhythm Curriculum

Student Skill Level 
Students should have a basic understanding of crescendo/decrescendo and Western notation for crescendo/decrescendo.

Procedure 

1. Introduce Buhai 


a. Have students listen to track 25


b. Ask students to describe what they hear


c. Explain that what they heard is the Buhai, an animal drum from Romania


d. Identify Romania on a map


e. Explain that this drum is performed in a New Year’s Tradition (see page 24)

2. Lead students in making Buhai


a. Tell students this is a friction drum.  Friction occurs when two things rub together.


b. Instruct students to rub their hands together.  Say, “This is friction.”


c. Ask what other instruments use friction


d. See page 27 for Buhai assembly instructions

3. Play Buhai


a. Let students play freely at first


b. Teacher plays a long, slow note and instructs students to play it back


c. Say, “If we notated what we just played, it would probably look like this:”



d. Teacher plays a short sound and instructs students to copy. 


e. Say, “If we notated that it would probably look like this:”


f.  Say, “Now let’s play three short sounds.” Notate this on board: 


g. Draw a mix of long and short sounds on the board.  Ask for individual volunteers to 


perform what they see.


h. Introduce other notation (examples): (See page 25)


i.  Explain that these look like crescendo/decrescendo


j.  Demonstrate for students


k. Have students mimic teacher performance

4. Have students create own Buhai composition on paper, using above notation, and have volunteers perform for the class

Student Product 
Buhai and Buhai composition (TUBS line)
Assessment
1. Aural for fact statements

2. Written for Buhai compositions

3. Aural for Buhai composition performances

Reflection 
This lesson is a fun way to engage in cultural appreciation.  Students really enjoy the Buhai sound and making their own instrument.

Resources
Have students research and act out this Romanian New Year’s tradition. This would be especially memorable at the start of the school year or new calendar year. 
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