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North canton, Ohio
Grade Category 4th – 5th 
Lesson Time 2-3 lessons, in biweekly classes of 35 minutes each
Goals 
1. Students will relate to the animal sound of the buhai and have fun with it.

2. Students will be curious about how friction works in science. I especially would like to collaborate 
on this one with the 5th grade science teacher and our traveling science specialist.

Objectives  
1. Students will learn about the culture, ceremony of Romania and the agricultural festival 
2. Students will make a buhai and play it with others

3. Students will create their own Buhai notation

4. This instrument will be added to the West African story- Zomo the Rabbit in the Wild Cow section

Content Standards 
1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.
4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.
5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials
1 Roots of Rhythm book by Dr. Craig Woodson

2. Funsheet: Chapter 3, page 1-2
3. ROR CD: tracks 25-28
4. Materials to make a Buhai

Can with plastic lid (coffee can) or Styrofoam cup with lid


Masking tape


Crayons

Markers

5. Paper and pencils for creating their own Buhai composition

6. “Teaching Movement and Dance,” by Phyllis Weikart, 5th edition, 2003, Dance on the Ice: page 
343
7. Rhythmically Moving, “CD, #4

8. “Zomo the Rabbit Trickster,” by Gerald McDermott, Harcourt Brace and Co. 1992
Student Skill Level
Understand long vs. short sounds, high/low, and crescendo, diminuendo and following visual music guides.
Procedure
1. Introduction-Hook


a. Explore all the different animal sounds that can be found in the music room, and on 


instruments.

b. Lead into showing the Buhai and the sound it makes because of friction.


c. What animal could it represent?

2. Each student makes a Buhai- follow steps in Percussion Making Booklet.
3. Listen and Play along with tracks on ROR CD- #25-28. 

a. Discuss the Festival, agriculture, what would be an agriculture Festival here? 

b. What animals or machines would we honor?

4. Each student creates a Buhai composition:

a. Give direction and guidance, go over the way it was written and notated. 

b. Write this down, practice in small groups and perform.
5. Romanian Dance taught: from “Teaching Movement and Dance” by Weikart page 343, CD—RM 
#4.
6. Zomo Story:


a. Read story.

b. Discuss what parts of the story could sounds or rhythms be added?? i.e. Wild cow - the 

Buhai, - Rabbit with his drum - the Djembe or Dondo. The fish - glockenspiels, etc.

c. Practice the parts.

d. Do a final performance, notating each part in a visual guide.
7. Buhai Funsheet: Students write these, learning about fact vs. opinion.
Student Product
1. Funsheet
2. Their own Buhai

3. Their written Buahi composition

4. Their final performance, with the Zomo story

Assessment 
1. Students will make their own Buhai and be able to play the “friction tape”

2. Students will create their own Buhai composition and perform

Reflection
Have fun with this!! Kids will love this sound. Warn the classroom teachers about the sound. Set firm boundaries about when to play and when not to.
Resources
Try to find a dance expert to work with us on Romanian dance.
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