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Teaching Goals
1.  To expose students to a different culture and its music (Romania) - for expansion of their 
tolerance and appreciation of diversity

2.  To strengthen student capacity for creativity with improvisation and composition using graphic 
shape notation

3.  To provide opportunity for growth in focus, cooperation, courage and assessment

4.  To strengthen curiosity and understanding of how music relates to the history and culture of a 
country

5.  To expand students' percussion knowledge and skills with an unusual drum

6.  To provide participatory music activities that deepens students' sense of joy

7.  To grow in confidence of constructing an instrument    
 

Student Objectives
1.  Learn about a Romanian New Year festival and the instruments used. 

2.  Listen/ analyze/ discuss field audio recordings of festival sounds.
3.  Grow in focus, helpfulness, creativity and courage.
4.  Make a Buhai friction drum.
5.  Grow in assessment skills.
6.  Understand how the Buhai drum music of Romania relates to its history and culture.
7.  Learn how to read/ play/ compose with graphic shape notation for the Buhai.
Content Standards
1.  Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
2.  Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
3.  Improvising melodies.
5.  Reading and notating music.
6.  Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7.  Evaluating music and music performances.
8.  Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
9.  Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials
1.  Coffee cans, fruit cans, potato chip cardboard cans, large Styrofoam cups -all with lids

2.  5 rolls of masking tape

3.  Markers, scissors, 6" and 18" rope/ string measuring strips - 5 sets

4.  Pencils, individual Journal books

5.  Overhead projector, transparency, board/ chart

 

Student Skill Level
Able to handle scissors, manipulate masking tape, measure

Able to follow verbal directions in English

Previous experience working in groups at stations

Previous introduction to validation process and critique rubric 

 
Procedure
1.  Students enter...looking at photo/picture of an ox; chart focus questions - "Why are the sounds of the ox so important?"..."What kind of instrument might make the ox sounds?"...take places in classroom while listening to RR CD track # 26. (Invite students to make the 'low growl ox sounds' with their voices.)  Thank students for courage to be curious and guess.     
          2 m(inutes)
 

2. Invite 5 students to read on microphone system -teacher prepared information cards:            5 m


a. The ox is an important animal in the country of Romania. (Find on globe.)

b. Two or four oxen pull the plow that helps prepare the soil for growing plants for food.  

(show photo of plow)

c. One of the most beautiful festivals is on New Year's Eve - to honor the oxen, the whole 
work of the field and wish harvest wealth.

d. On that day, a group of men go door to door singing a good luck -'plowing carol', 

accompanied by shouts, flutes, whip snaps, bells and a friction drum called the 


Buhai.

e. The ancient Buhai was made from a bucket with goat skin head. Some horsehair was 

fastened to the middle of the skin.  When the player pulled on the horsehair with 


wet hands, the noise sounded like the bellow of an ox!

 

3. Teacher shows a homemade Buhai and demonstrates how to make sounds. 

         1 m

4. Listen to ROR CD track # 25...raise hand when you hear the Buhai. Listen track # 27...ask "how is this track different?"   








        2 m  

 

5.  Make a homemade Buhai drum.  Refer to ROR Percussion Instrument Making Notes booklet p. 4 for directions:  

Critique Rubric preparation:  Explain that each of us will make a Buhai friction drum, play it using graphic shapes and compose a short piece for the Buhai...also that we will work in 5 stations to assist each other and share materials.  Ask for critique input and collaboratively create a rubic. (ie focus/ following directions, helpfulness, fun quotient,  my Buhai drum sound, ability to play graphic shapes, extra credit -a graphic shape composition ) Students copy critique words on pre-copied form, clipped inside Journal book.                                                                                                  5 m

 

6. Teacher demonstrates the process: divide/ assign students into 5 stations with tables or working on the floor; each station has already a large box with a can for each student and other materials to share in construction.








        2 m
7. Teacher places written directions on a chart for student reference.  Teacher gives verbal directions while making an instrument:  


a. Tape an 'anchor' strip around can / lid 

b. Using string, measure two pieces of tape - one 15cm and the other 45 cm ( 6"/ 18") 

c. Attach the tape to opposite sides of the drum 'head' (lid) (as in diagram p. 17 ROR 
Teacher’s Guide...copy/ enlarge for student visual reference)...pinch tape together into Y...

press Y onto lid to make T . Encourage students to assist each other. 

d. Add two more pieces of tape (as in diagram p. 17) for extra stickiness   

e. Opt- double the 'tail' tape for strength, but remember to keep one side sticky!     


(opt-decorate the Buhai)     






       15 m

 

6.  Test - play the Buhai.  Use sticks to hit or fingers to rub.  Rub down the sticky side of the tape with the thumb flat on the sticky side and the index finger on the other.  Science connect -ask..."How does rubbing the tape with slow movement and fast movement make different tones?"  Invite several students to improvise a Buhai solo. 




         5 m

 

7.  Play Along: RR CD track #28 (1st listen & look at graphic shapes p. 25 RR T Gbk - copied on transparency; 2nd look & play along)






         3 m
 

Without a recording, play together some ox / animal sounds with the Buhai following various graphic shapes on p. 4 RR - PIMN booklet - drawn on a transparency or chart.  Teacher demo+ play...with focus question: "How do we graph a soft sound? a loud sound? a long sound?   A short sound? A crescendo?"…students play the 'graphic piece' together. 


         5 m

 

8.  Complete the Critique Rubric form inside Journal booklet.



         2 m
9.  Extra Credit - Students may choose to compose their own Graphic Shape Piece for the Buhai.  The composition can be written / drawn on the same or next page of the Journal.

         3 m
10. Students share verbal comments related to the Critique Rubric.


         2 m
11. Several students who composed their own Buhai Piece can show and play it...either with this lesson or at the next lesson, after their piece has been copied on a transparency for everyone to see.   










        3 m




        

12.  Students practice validation comments.  (ie I validate_________for__________...

helping me with,   composing a great Buhai piece,   playing the Buhai very well,  following directions so well today,  reading with good voice projection  etc.)  

                 5-10 m

 

Student Product
1.  Buhai – a Romanian friction drum

2.  Composition using graphic shape notation for the Buhai

 

Assessment
1.  Critique Rubric - form inside Journal books (as described previously).  Use 3-2-1 evaluation 
numerals...3-excellent   2-OK   1-needs improvement

2.  Teacher observation of students' success with Buhai drum making - their ability to play sounds 
on it, enjoyment of construction

3.  Student & teacher validations - content, evidence of character growth

4.  Teacher observation of student growth in attitude/ comments relating to tolerance and 
appreciation of cultural diversity

 

Reflection
1.  As part of another session, students could dramatize the New Year Carol Singer group- with 
costumes, slap stick, shouts, singers, oxen, recorders & drums. If it is performed, there 
could be gifts of fruit and nuts given away at the end.
2.  Guest musicians who play accordion, panpipes or saxophone could be invited to perform for the 
class.
3.  One of the sessions might include emphasis on panpipes - show a real panpipe, listen to 
CD recorded music by Gheorghe Zamfir; discuss science connection of pipe length in 
relation to pitch;  students could construct their own set of panpipes using 1 cm diameter 
plastic or cardboard tubes of varying lengths + cording and making tape.  An additional 
option would be to contrast & compare the panpipe sound production with a set of bottles 
having varying levels of water.

4.  View a portion of a DVD on present day Romania.  Contrast & compare today's festivals with 
those of 'yester-years'.  Discuss..."why do some countries' / cultures' festivals change?"  
5.  Compose a 'plowing carol' melody for the recitation on p. 24 RR T Gbk...as a whole class 
collaborative activity or in small cooperative groups. Sing together with recorder intro, 
accompaniment, coda plus all the other sound effect instruments typical for the caroling 
group on New Years.
6.  Invite students to web research Romanian ritual mask shows and how buhai is used with them.   
Possibly make an art connect - students create them in art class.
7.  In another session, allow time for all students to compose a graphic shape buhai piece - 
perhaps with colored markers; practice & perform for class; exchange with other students -
to play each others' compositions.  The compositions might be displayed.

 

Resources
1.  Video that includes a buhai perfomance - "Noyages au Pays des Sons", Blanchet, G. and Margineanu

2.  Internet - www.folkromania.com/articles.php?ai=50&filter=-1
                www.geocities.com/petrud98/localcustoms/wintercustomsintroduction.html
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