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Canton, OH 
Grade Category Elementary
Lesson Time 
Approximately three class periods (35-40 minutes); part of a larger unit of study. 
Goals
1. The goal of this lesson is to introduce the students to hearing and playing a different kind of 
rhythm than they are used to hearing in their lives (i.e., radio, television, church). 
2. This is intended to be introductory and can be expanded depending on the availability of time 
within the particular school.  

Objectives
1. The students will listen to the rhythms of the Djembe Ensemble. 
2. The students will play the rhythms on their drums (previously made in class). 
Content Standards
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials
1. ROR Cd Tracks 31-41
2. ROR pages 28-32 (chapter 4)
3. Djembe Drums (previously made in other class periods), bells, bass drums
4. Overhead copies of page 32 - written out drum rhythms 
Student Skill Level
Beginner. (They will be using their own drums, which we have made and they have learned how to play previous to this particular lesson.)
Procedure
1. As students arrive, they will get their drums and sit in our special drum circle seats (set previous to this lesson). 
2. As students are setting up, the teacher will be playing a Djembe rhythm.
3. Ask the students to join in the playing on their own drums, both with copying the teacher and creating their own complimentary rhythms.
4. Tell students they will now hear the ending drum call/pattern (vary per age group, created by teacher), and conduct students to cease playing. 
5. Invite students to respond to in what they just participated. Possible questions: What did you hear? What did it sound like to you? Describe how playing the rhythms felt. Did you like to play? How did you know what to play? Did anyone not know what to play? 

6. Review the culture of Guinea, using ROR pages 28-31.

7. Using the ROR CD, I will introduce the tracks 30-41. Tell students, “Now we will speak and play the rhythms of the Djembe ensemble”. 
8. Tracks 31-41- Have students listen, speak the rhythms, then speak and play using their hands on their legs, and then speak and play on instruments, all along with the cd. Pause cd for more time to practice each individual rhythm. When class has mastered it, continue to next track. Do the same thing with each track number. 
9. After each part of the ensemble has been played separately, begin to combine all parts. Split class in two, playing the Djembe 1 and 2 parts. Then add the Bell. Then Bass Drums. 
Please note - I would not have students switching around parts right away. Have them remain on one part for the early stages and they can switch parts later when the idea is being mastered.

10. Students and teacher play Djembe rhythms together. 

Student Product
The students will accurately play the Djembe rhythms in an ensemble. This can be used just in class, or rehearsed as a part of a concert given. 

Assessment
The students will be observed (by teacher or other audience) playing together accurate rhythms. (Participatory Evaluation). The students will observe themselves playing together as well. 
Reflection
This lesson can promote student learning in many ways. It can be used as a part of a larger unit studying African culture either just in music class, or in conjunction with the art teachers, classroom teachers, or perhaps an event in the community (where available).  Special needs students will be able to feel comfortable in this setting because it’s something they can enjoy and participate in, either alone or in working with another student who can help them (depending on the situation).  This is also a lesson that can be done on any kind of drum really, so if no resources are available, you can have the students bring in things that can be used as drums, and have a “bass” section, Djembe one and two sections, and a bell section. The students will have many opportunities to be creative and participate. 
Resources
You can add in any other appropriate songs, dances, games, or videos of African children doing the same thing as they become available to you. 
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