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Grade Category 7th - General Music
Lesson Time 3 classes approximately 35 minutes each
Goals 
Introduce students to the djembe drum and have the students perform a simply ensemble.
Objectives 
Students will learn techniques to play a Djembe drum.  Students will learn Aconcon Rhythm for a djembe ensemble.
 

Content Standards
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
5. Reading and notating music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
Materials
1. Djembe drum (congas, bongos or homemade instrument may be substituted)
2. Bell (Cowbell)
3. Bass Drum 

4. Copies of Aconcon Rhythms (p. 32 Roots of Rhythm Curriculum)
Student Skill Level
Introduction of the TUBS Notation System

Procedure
1. Teacher will demonstrate the technique for producing different pitches a djembe. (High, Middle, Low)
2. Teacher will explain the proper names for these pitches. H – slap, M- rim tone, L – center bass tone.
3. Students should practice each hit separately then mix them together.

4. Teacher and students will then clap the first line of the Aconcon rhythm. 

5. Once students can clap together then they should play on their instrument.

6. Each line should be practiced in the same format as 4 and 5

7. Once students can play each line then assign parts and play the lines together. Always start at a slow tempo for part accuracy then speed up later.
Student Product
Performance by the class of the Aconcon rhythm.
Assessment
Students will have three assessments.

1. Performance of the three drumming techniques.

2. Performance of a single rhythm

3. Ability to perform individual part while the group is performing. 
Reflection
Most people like to play drums, which is a great hook to get the students started. The requirement to play a specific rhythm and contribute to a group usually increases concentration for all the students. The cool kids of the class will work harder because now they have to perform and still look good. (They can’t be lazy and still play the parts.) Students have to count, play and listen to each other. This has been a great group activity and introduction into the Djembe.
Resources
1. Roots of Rhythm Website Dr. Woodson – www.WorldDrumming.net and www.playdrums.com.  
Aconcon Rhythm (available in the Roots of Rhythm Curriculum p. 32)
2. Website: http://www.playdrums.com/pdf/roots/6-ROR_Guide-ch4-djembe.pdf
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