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Lesson Time 

Part of a larger unit-Africa. This lesson will be teamed and taught in the Social Studies classroom grade 6. Part of a 60 minute lesson. 

Goals
Students will have feeling of unity and community as the play together.
Objectives
Student will experience a real drum circle. They will have the opportunity to play various hand drums as well as shakers and scrapers and bells.

Content Standards
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials
1. Djembe, conga, bongo, bass drum, bells, shakers, scrapers---total-one per child
2. ROR text p. 32 CD tracks 29-30

3. Funsheet ROR

Student Skill Level
Students will already have studied the culture and geography of Africa. Possibly they may have already started their Mask art project.

Procedure 
1. Students will be taught by watching/listening how to strike the drum bass and tone only—echo work—bells/shakers/scrapers will also be demonstrated and tried
2. Call and response-student echo exactly to get them started - p. 32 first 5 rhythms
3. Call and response—question and answer (They will have different answers but within the 8 or 12 beat structure-Aconcon/ Doundoumba)—I will only use 8 beat Aconcon pattern in this lesson call-8 counts answer 8 counts
4. Drum call rhythm to be used as a repetition—to develop all eyes up front and one drum/one sound-follow the leader game f/p etc. this also gives them a chance to make  up their own rhythms AND listen to their neighbor 

initial pattern-  R = bass  L= tone
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5. Acocncon p.32 - set pattern-drum call and layer bell/bass drum + rattles (as a call and response ) + Djembe 1 + Djembe 2
6. Once pattern is established continue and change dynamic of parts so they can hear each part and how their part fits the group eyes up front and follow the leader
Student Product 
Funsheet for ROR Ch. 5 
Assessment
Student evaluation be written-leading questions-what was easy, what was difficult, how did they feel as part of the large group, how do you think a child of 4 or 5 felt as they tried to learn this in Africa? Evaluation will also be participatory - the chance to play all of the instruments.  Completion of Funsheet.

Reflection
Ideally bring in a drum circle leader—I am a percussionist and have done similar drumming in my regular percussion classes in the past. Instruments—GM room may have some/high school/middle school—call other schools –do what it takes to get each child an instrument. It is really good if each child could have drum for the initial set up. Try your PTO—demonstrate at a band/choir/string concert so the public can see what a drum circle is and how funds are needed.
Resources
Another lesson could be to make their own Djembe—ROR Percussion Instrument Making Notes p.5
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