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Goals
1. The goal of this lesson is to teach two basic African instruments and the country to which


they are most associated. 
2. Students will also learn about the countries history and culture.
Objectives
Students will learn: 
1. That the Dondo drum is indigenous to Ghana and the Djembe is indigenous to Guinea. 
2. To identify the different sounds created by each musical instrument and then perform it with a 
speech piece. 
3. Basic facts about each of the countries geography, history, culture, and musical instruments. 
.  

Content Standards 

1. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

2. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.

3. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

4. Evaluating music and music performances.

5. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Materials/Resources 

1. Handmade Dondo’s and Djembe’s. (created from “Roots of Rhythm” teacher’s guide).

2. Fact cards (see below-word/description on reverse side)-see attachment

a. Ghana: Dondo/Talking drum from Ghana; Lake Volta/Worlds Largest artificial lake; 
Climate/Tropical; 1471 Explorers nickname/Gold Coast; 1860’s, what happened/ Slave 
Trade Banned; Battle 1895/British took control; 1930’s/Britian began to give control 
back; 1957/First Independent African Nation; 1966/Military coup, lasted 10 years; Lt. 
Jerry Rawlings/ President in 1992, reformed government and helped create Ghana 
constitution; National Dress/ Kente; Religions/ Christian, Muslim; Capital City/Accra; 
Language/Akan.

b. Guinea: Djembe/Goblet Drum from Guinea; Capital City/Conakry; Geography/Boat 
Shaped (on toe); Climate/Tropical; Harmatton (har-mah-ton)/Winds from Sahara create 
grey skies part of year; Decedents/Migrated from Sahara Desert; Ruling country 1849-
1958/France; Economy/Mining Industry; Languages/French and many other African 
Languages; Religions/Muslim, Christian, African Traditional.
3. “African Rap #1” written on board or on handout.
4. Stereo with good volume.
5. Roots of Rhythm Teachers Guide (Chapter 5) and CD (tracks 42-49). 

Student Skill Level
Students have made Dondo’s and Djembe’s (optional) as described in the “Roots of Rhythm” teacher’s guide. They have a good basic time conception, and can perform ostanitios in small groups. They understand the concept of continents and countries. 
Procedure 

Session I

1. Using everyday items (coffee cans/etc), or classroom percussion substitutes, create the Adowa Ensemble as described on p. 38 of “Roots of Rhythm”. 


a. Have students read p. 33-35 of “Roots of Rhythm” and learn about Ghana Culture. 
Quiz on fact cards:  Teach parts one and two to the “African Rap #1” that teaches 
students that the Dondo is from Ghana. Perhaps play “Ghana Jeopardy” with prize for 
most correct answers.
Session II

2. Build homemade versions of the Dondo. Follow directions from page 43 of Roots of Rhythm (Japan “Kakko” drum), however do not tighen up the tape on the side of the drum. Allow it to be loose so you can change the pitch of the drum from low to high (about an octave and a half).
3. Perform the Adawa ensemble again, this time using handmade Dondo’s

If time: quiz students on Ghana Fact Cards.
Session III

4. Introduce students to the Djembe Ensemble from Guinea. Perform “Two Rhythms for the Djembe Ensemble’ (p. 32, Roots of Rhythm). 


a. Read p. 28-29 from R of R teachers guide and quiz on fact cards for Guinea. 

5. Teach “African Chant #1” and include all parts. Teach first as a speech piece, then as a percussion piece (using classroom percussion or body percussion), then all together

Session IV
6. Build Djembe’s as described in Roots of Rhythm introduction (page 9 of R of R).
7. Perform Djembe Ensemble again from R of R (p. 32).
Student Product
Students will have homemade instruments and final performance will be videotaped. Students will also be asked to write an essay about what they enjoyed about learning about Africa. 
Assessment
Assessment will be measured through performance, oral quizzes from fact cards, student essay, and retention of African Chant #1 which will remain in student’s repertoire.
ReflectionIt is important to remember to sequence the teaching of any song, especially songs that rely on part independence. Depending upon the ability level of the group, you may simply start with vocal chanting before adding instruments. If time does not allow for the entire class to make instruments, you may consider having an “instrument builder” club after school or as a recess alternative (you’d be surprised). If nothing else, build a few instruments with an “after school” group. You may consider asking the art teacher for help and have students decorate the instruments. I’m sure you’re buildings social studies teacher would love to incorporate some of your “fact cards”.  You copy this to a handout, or write key words on board and have students look up answers from Roots of Rhythm handout.
10 Facts about Ghana
Question/Answer

Dondo/Talking drum from Ghana
Lake Volta/World’s largest artificial lake 

Climate/Tropical 

Ruling Country 1860’s-1940’s/Britian

1930’s What Happened?/Britian began to give control back
1957/First Independent African Nation 

1966/Military coup, lasted 10 years 
Lt. Jerry Rawlings/ President in 1992, reformed government                   and helped create Ghana constitution 

Religions/ Christian, Muslim 

Language/Akan and many others

10 Facts about Guinea
Djembe/Goblet Drum from Guinea 
Capital City/Conakry 

Geography/Boat Shaped (on toe) 

Climate/Tropical
Harmatton (har-mah-ton)/Winds from Sahara create grey skies part of year
Decedents/Migrated from Sahara Desert

Ruling country 1849-1958/France
Economy/Mining Industry 

Languages/French and many other African Languages
Religions/Muslim, Christian, African Traditional
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