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Lesson Time:  

This lesson will be part of a large world music unit.  This lesson should take approximately eight class periods (45 minutes in length).

Goals:

1. Develop student’s understanding and awareness of rhythm in various types of music.

2. Interest students in drums from around the world through the use of popular music.

3. Teach students about African culture and music.

Objectives:

1. Students will learn about Guinean culture, history and instruments.

2. Students will perform rhythms on a variety of percussion instruments.

3. Students will read and compose music using TUBS notation.

4. Students will build a djembe.

Content Standards:

2.  Performing on instruments, alone and with other, a varied repertoire of music.

4.    Composing and arranging music within specific guidelines.

6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

7. Evaluating music and music performances.

9.   Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Materials:

1. Comparing and contrasting popular and African music worksheet(see attached)

2. Recording of popular music (supplied by students)

3. Djembes and other percussion instruments

4. TUBS notation paper; blank pages, written out pages for popular music rhythms (created by teacher) and copies of djembe ensemble rhythms (ROR page 32)

5. ROR cd (tracks 29-41) 

6. World map

7. Djembe making supplies (see instrument making notes page 5)

8. Djembe funsheets

9. Coloring books: Masks of the World by A.G. Smith and African Designs by Marty Nobel

10. Adrinka sybol sheet

Student Skill Level:

Students should be able to define rhythm in their own words and understand what rhythm is.

Students should be able to aurally recognize the differences between a variety of percussion instruments.

Procedure:

Day one:

1. Students create a list of their favorite popular songs and bring recordings to class.

2. Choose one song from student’s collection and play for class.

3. While the song is playing, students listen and begin the left half of comparing/contrasting worksheet.

4. Discuss answers.  These answers will define the rhythmic characteristics of popular music.  Students will save these worksheets to complete during day two’s lesson.

5. Distribute percussion instruments to class.

6. Teach students basic techniques; bass, tone and slap

7. Model rhythms used in the popular song that the students chose.

8. Teach students rhythms from their song.

9. Perform rhythms with drum circle.

Day two:

1. Review basic techniques; bass, tone and slap

2. Perform drum circle rhythms that students learned on day one.

3. Teacher shows students rhythms from day one written with TUBS notation.

4. Students play rhythms again following along with TUBS notation.

5. Students listen to Djembe examples from ROR cd (tracks 29 and 30)

6. While the examples are playing, students listen and complete the right half of the comparing/contrasting worksheet.

7. Discuss answers.  These answers will define the characteristics of African music.  Students will complete this worksheet during day three.

8. Distribute TUBS notation for djembe play along (ROR book, page 32)

9. Students will play along with ROR cd (tracks 31-41)

10. Conclude class with ensemble performance of djembe rhythms.

Day three:

1. Review African rhythms learned yesterday.  Refer to TUBS notation.

2. Perform drum circle rhythms that students learned on day two.

3. Review drum rhythms learned on day one.

4. Perform drum circle rhythms learned on day one.

5. Complete compare/contrast section of worksheet.

6. Discuss answers.  Students should recognize the similarities between the popular music rhythms and African rhythms.  

7. Distribute copies of ROR chapter 4; The Djembe From Guinea.

8. Locate Guinea on world map. 

9. Read ROR pages 28-30.  

10. Complete djembe funsheets;  Fill It In and crossword puzzle.

Day four:

1. Review information about Guinea that students learned yesterday.

2. Students will make their own djembe (see instrument making notes).

3. Distribute materials to students.

4. Teacher demonstrates how drum will be assembled.

5. Students begin construction of their drums.  Teacher assists.

6. When students finish, they should color an African mask.

Day five:

1. Complete djembes and African mask assignment.

2. Review rhythms learned during day one and day two.

3. Perform drum circle rhythms on the djembe’s the students made.  Use TUBS notation sheets for assistance.

Day six:

1. Students form a group of four and are distributed blank TUBS paper.

2. Students choose percussion instruments for their group.

3. Each student composes his/her own rhythm (eight counts).

4. Each student demonstrates his/her rhythm for the group while the other members count 1-8 out loud.

5. The students put rhythms together and practice as an ensemble.

6. Students demonstrate group composition to teacher for suggestions.

Day seven:

1. Students form same group as day six and rehearse their composition.

2. Students perform compositions for the other groups in the class.

Day eight:

1. Warm up:  Students will receive a list of adinkra symbols.  They should choose one that they can relate to or value. The students will draw the symbol on their paper and write why that symbol is significant to them.

2.   Each group teaches the others their compositions.

3. Students can invite guests such as other teachers and administrators to participate in the drum circle.

4. Students can also display the artwork and writing they have created.

Student Product:

1. Chart one-comparing and contrasting popular music and African rhythms.

2. Djembe

3. Funsheets

4. Coloring sheets

5. TUBS compositions

Assessment:

Students will receive class credit for completing the following assignments:

Djembe construction-did student follow direction and complete the assignment?

Funsheets-did student complete assignment and understand the information?

African mask coloring page-did student complete assignment, neatly and thoroughly? 

TUBS composition-did student complete assignment successfully and understand how to use TUBS?

Playing ability-was student capable of performing his/her composition alone and with others?
Adinkra writing assignment-did student complete assignment using proper grammar and spelling?
Reflection:

Student engagement:

Students should be engaged in this lesson from the beginning because they are permitted to choose music that they are interested in.  If interest is not focused as the lesson continues,  

re-teach day one with another song the students enjoy.

Materials:

Students will be responsible for providing marker/crayons for African mask project.

Teacher will provide djembe making materials (from donations and school budget).

Other teachers:

Art teacher can teach day 4 (if time is limited in music class).

Resources:

Itunes.com-listen to and purchase popular songs students would enjoy.

NAME_______________________________date_________

Popular music




African music

Song title:





Song title:

Performer:





performer:
Circle the correct characteristic for each listening example

Speed (tempo)





Speed (tempo)

fast







fast


Slow







slow


Medium






medium

Dynamics (volume)




dynamics (volume)


Loud







loud


Soft







soft


Medium






medium

Instruments





instruments


Snare






snare


Cymbal






cymbal


Djembe






djembe


Triangle






triangle


Bass







bass


Shaker






shaker


Bell







bell


Voice







voice

Style/mood





style/mood


Relaxed





relaxed


Aggressive





aggressive


Cheerful





cheerful


Sad






sad

The percussion is:




The percussion is:

Very important




very important

 Background 




Background 

Not necessary




not necessary

The glue





the glue

The foundation



the foundation

Compare the similarities between these two musical examples:

(Please write in complete sentences)

Contrast the differences between these two musical examples:
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(Please write in complete sentences)
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