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Grade Category 6th – 8th
Lesson Time 30 minutes
Goals
I want students to: 
1. Gain an understanding of what improvisation is and how it might be applied within a classroom 
drum circle. 

2. Solidify some information they have retained from a previous class about the culture in Guinea 
and African Drumming.  
3. Feel a satisfaction that they are performing on actual musical instruments they have built and 
they are creating the music.

Objectives  
1. Students will perform a set rhythm using high and low tones on their classroom built 
Djembes.
2. Students will improvise a short 4 count pattern based upon the set rhythm, in which they will


improvise their rhythm in between the group rhythm.
3.   Students will complete both sides of the Funsheet for chapter 4. 

Content Standards
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials
1. Teacher’s Djembe and Student’s Djembes made in a previous class based on Roots of Rhythm 
curriculum.
2. Roots of Rhythm Funsheets – Chapter 4.
3. Roots of Rhythm CD – tracks 29 and 30.
Student Skill Level
1. Students will need to be able to make the distinction between high and low tones on the 
Djembe drum and how to perform those two different sounds.  
2. Students must be able to echo a rhythm the teacher performs.  
3. Students must have a bit of an understanding of the culture in Guinea, it will be helpful when 
completing the fill in questions and crossword puzzle on the Funsheet.
Procedure 
1.  Students will enter the classroom and put their books under their chairs
2.  Teacher will take attendance and instruct students by row to pick up their homemade Dejmbe’s they built in a previous lesson.

3.  Students will return to their seats and teacher will begin performing a rhythm and ask the students to join in.

4.  Teacher will give students a hand signal to watch and cut them off for four beats, during this time the teacher will “improvise” a simple, short rhythm and signal the students to come back in after the four beats.  Teacher will complete this procedure two more times.

5.  Teacher will find several students who are comfortable performing on their drums as soloists to “improvise” their own rhythms within the four beat pattern.

6.  Teacher may then go down the entire row having each student improvise their own 4 beat pattern, some students may feel nervous about this and may choose not to play, just count through the rests and have everyone come back in together.

7.  Students will be signaled to stop and give themselves a pat on the back or high five their neighbor.

8.  Teacher will explain the term “improvisation” and how it relates to creating a new musical idea based on what is already being performed in the ensemble.

9.  Students will set their Dejmbe’s off to the side and row leaders will be asked to come up and collect Djembe Funsheets for the members of their row.

10.  Teacher will give instructions for the students to get into small groups of 3 or less that they may work on the Funsheets together.  Teacher will review instructions on how to complete the Funsheets.

11.  Students will listen to tracks 29 and 30 of the Roots of Rhythm CD to hear again the sound of a Djembe being playing within a Guinea ensemble.  While listening, students will work within groups to complete their Funsheets.  Some students may finish before others; in this case have those students who have completed their assignments help those who are struggling.
12.  Once the Funsheets have been completed students will turn them into the teacher and return to their assigned seats.
13.  Teacher will then ask a student or group of students to create a rhythm for the class to perform, that the class may “improvise” rhythms based upon their ideas.

14.  Teacher will lead students in a drum circle within ideas of improvisation in between.

15.  Students will bring drum circle to a close, teacher will send one row at a time to put their instruments back in the storage area, as we will still be using them in a later class.

16.  Teacher will ask students as they return to their seats questions based upon information from the Funsheets, to assess how much information they retained about African Drumming and the Djembe, students will be released at the bell.
Student Product
Students will have completed Funsheets for chapter 4.  Students will also have experience improvising, which might later be related to other types of music they listen to.
Assessment
The evaluation will be oral and participatory primarily.  Students will be 
1. Evaluated based on their willingness to participate, as they are comfortable, in the drum circle activities and their improvisation, not necessarily based on the quality, but their effort to try something new.  
2. Graded on their answers on the Funsheets.  
3. May receive bonus points for their grade for being able to answer oral questions at the end of class based on information from the Funsheets.
Reflection
This lesson gives students a chance to be creative and improvise they own rhythm, while learning a new musical term, which could later be applied within a jazz unit,, great way to connect African Rhythms as a root of jazz being born in America.  Students should enjoy making up their own rhythms and fitting them within the class, some students might be a little nervous about this, as long as they are not discouraged, they may see other students are having a good time and feel comfortable to join in later in a drum circle.
Resources

1. A good way to extend this lesson would be having students put their improvised rhythms into TUBS notation, writing out the different high and low pitches as well.  
2. Also, a good example might be performing the same classroom rhythm that was performed within class and showing the students how to correctly identify and notate that in the TUBS system.
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