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Grade Category 4th 
Lesson Time 2 or more 35 minutes sessions
Goals
Creative rhythm making and creative movement.
Objectives
The students will have the Djembe made before these lessons begin. Students will have studied the high, low and middle sounds the drum can create. Students will be able to play rhythm cards.
Content Standards 

2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.
4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.
5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
Materials
1. Djembe
2. Imagination
3. Rhythm Cards by Hal Leonard
Student Skill Level 
Intermediate
Procedure
1. Students will study rhythms by echoing teacher on their Djembes.
2. Students will study rhythm cards by Hal Leonard by playing the rhythms on their Djembes.
3. Students will create a large group drum circle. Teacher will start the first couple of times and eventually students will become the leaders.
4. When the students become the leaders, the teacher can look around the room and point to one or more students to join in on their own rhythm. Remind students that “rhythms are like a family, they all fit together.”
5. When all have joined, start working with dynamic levels by directing small groups of students to be louder and softer. Have some sections drop out and come back in while others drop out. Just have fun.
6. On another day, have students create a body machine instead of a rhythm machine.  

7. Start by having one student come up and create a motion that never stops.

8. Have one student at a time join in and add a motion that works with the first students’ motion.  

9. Use several students to demonstrate this idea and create a small machine.

10. Then you will need to divide into smaller groups of 5 or 6.   

11. Have each group create their own machine and demonstrate it for the class when all groups are ready.   
Student Product
The students will have a Djembe to take home with them.
Assessment
Students will be able to play a rhythm alone for a grade as we go around the room with the flashcards.   Students will participate willingly in the playing of the rhythms and the machine movements.   
Reflection
Students could also just move on the downbeat of each rhythm card by freezing into shapes.  Divide the class in half. Half the students will play the rhythms, while the other half makes the shapes.
Resources
Quote from Craig Woodson.  
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