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Goals 
I wrote this lesson in hopes that it will instill cultural appreciation and interest in my students. This lesson will cross disciplines with geography (map usage) and language (foreign words).

Objectives 

1. 100% of students will be able to identify Guinea on a world map.
2. 100% of students will be able to state two facts about Guinea or the Djembe drum.
3. 90% of students will demonstrate a bass and a tone on the Djembe.

Content Standards
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
.
Materials
1. Djembe
2. Djembe Worksheets

3. Picture of Guinean Flag

4. Roots of Rhythm CD

5. World Map

Student Skill Level
Students need no prior knowledge for this lesson.

Procedure 

1. Teacher informs students of the day’s objective: “Today we will learn about a drum from Guinea called the Djembe.  By the end of today’s lesson you will be able to identify Guinea on a map and tell me two facts about Guinea or the Djembe drum.  You will also be able to perform two different hits on the Djembe, called the bass and tone.”

2. Guinea background


a. Locate Guinea on world map



i. Explain that this is West Africa



ii. The Djembe can be found in other countries in West Africa, such as Ghana.

b. Spell Guinea



i. Teacher writes it on the board.


ii.Students spell it aloud as a class.


iii.Teacher covers writing on the board and quizzes students.

c. Discuss colors of the Guinean flag 



i. Red: sacrifice.


ii. Yellow: sun/wealth.


iii. Green: forests.

d. Additional geography/history/culture facts (pp. 28-29)



i. Official language: French, but many others spoken.


ii. Tropical climate = wet country.


iii. Houses are made of mud bricks or wood (city), or sun-dried bricks with 


thatched roof (country)

3. Djembe Background


a. Persuade students to identify the shape of the Djembe (goblet)


b. Explain that the goblet shape enables the Djembe to produce a variety of tones (low to 


high)


c. Display teacher’s homemade Djembe to let students see the division of parts


d. Discuss how the Djembe is played (standing or sitting) and that it is hit with hands

4. Djembe Hits


a. Teacher demonstrates 3 different Djembe hits: bass, tone, and slap 


b. Ask students to identify if a hit is low (bass), middle (tone), high (slap) sounding


c. Have students identify hits performed by teacher

5. Djembe Listening


a. Discuss what is meant by the Djembe being a signal drum.

b. Teacher performs a signal (p. 32 Beginning of Drum Call) for students.

c. Have students join in by patting the signal on their laps as they feel comfortable.

d. Play a Djembe Aconcon rhythm and have students pat on laps (p. 32).

e. Play the signal rhythm and have students answer with the aconcon rhythm.

f. Have students listen to track 36 on the CD (Students may tap along if desired).
6. Worksheets/Practice Djembe hits (Split Activity).

a. Have student volunteers read the front of the worksheet aloud.

b. Discuss as a class possible materials that could be used to make a Djembe drum.

c. Students work quietly on their own as teacher calls one student at a time to come try 


the three Djembe slaps independently.

d. Encourage and correct individuals as they come up to perform the different hits.
7. Exit pass – Students may line-up as soon they state two facts about Guinea or the Djembe (anything we learned today!).
Student Product
Funsheets
Assessment Strategies
1. Aural for Djembe hit identification (students say and play: bass, tone, slap)

2. Visual for posture, instrument hold, and hand position

3. Visual for patting rhythms on lap

Reflection
I have used this lesson already with my students and they really enjoyed it.  They appreciate the opportunity to hit the Djembe individually and to perfect the hits with my guidance.  My school only has two small Djembe, so this allows every student to have a chance to play.

Resources
In the future I would like to use all of our large drums and have students practice hitting low and high sounds and hearing the difference between the two. 
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