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Lesson Time 50 minutes – 100 minutes (2 class periods)
Goals 

1. To introduce students to the Djembe, it’s sounds and culture. 
2. To relate music and history
Objectives
Students will demonstrate simple drumming techniques, gain understanding of the geography, history and culture.
Content Standards
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials
1. Djembe drum.
2. CD Roots of Rhythm (referred to as ROR).
3. CD player.
4. ROR Funsheet Chapter 4 – Djembe from Guinea, front and back copied as a handout-as many 
as needed.

5. ROR teachers guide pp. 28, 29, 32 copy and use as handout-as many as needed.

6. CD of Djembe drumming from personal collection, public library, or ask music teacher.
Student Skill Level
Previous experience with “echo” game. Teacher plays or claps a simple rhythm pattern such as “clap, clap, clap, rest” and students immediately clap it back.

Procedure
1. Students enter room and take their seats while CD of Djembe music is playing.
2. Students play along with CD by clapping, tapping their desk or legs. Give instruction to try and copy some of the rhythms they are hearing. 

3. Teacher leads students in game of echo clapping. (call and response)Teacher claps a 4 beat or count pattern, students clap it back, teacher continues by repeating the pattern of clapping a new one, students clap it back. The pattern should be varied slightly so that the students will keep focused on listening and copying. Do not make the pattern too complex-keep it simple but changing. 
4. Continue this for about 7-8 minutes.
5. Teacher passes Djembe around the class so each student may have a turn to briefly play it. We are not teaching proper playing technique yet, that could be another lesson.
6. Play ROR CD tracks 29-30. Students listen to the sound of the Djembe.
7. Teacher instructs students to use their Right and Left hands to play rhythms. Demonstrate by playing the Djembe Do a few 4 beat patterns, alternating Right and Left hands. Have students clap back, making sure they alternate their Right and Left hands. 

8. Teacher now makes the patterns 8 beats or counts (one hit of the drum per count at this point-can vary when skill levels increase) Students must echo longer pattern and alternate hands.

9. Switch activity to the ROR Funsheet handout chapter 4. Read, discuss and complete Funsheet. If not enough time left then end the class by listening to more of the Djembe CD.
10. Next class period, follow earlier steps with echo game, but teach pattern from ROR teachers guide p. 32. Use the words with the rhythm pattern to reinforce the feeling of how it’s played. ( I like…to play the drum)djembe2.

11. Use materials from ROR teachers guide handout. Read and discuss the information. Compare and contrast Guinea with where we live. Use a Venn Diagram. 

12. Recap this part of the lesson. Review what we have learned.

13. Review the 8 beat rhythm patterns and do some call and response(echo game)

14. Play along with ROR CD tracks 31-41. Pass Djembe around the room for students to play. While one is playing the instrument, others can be tapping their desk or legs. Use the alternating hand technique taught earlier.

15. Recap and ask questions. Include questions about drumming and what we learned about the people and culture.

Student Product
Funsheets and echo skills (call and response)
Assessment
Funsheet completion and teacher observation.
Reflection
Many thoughts and helps are within the procedure section. There may not be enough drums so all can play at once so rather than have students sit around waiting we all participate by clapping or tapping desk or their legs. Vary the clapping game. Start easy. Work up to more challenging rhythms. I have found that in a four beat pattern, it helps to keep count 4 simple, such as “clap” or “rest”. It seems easier to keep the cycle going when the last count of the pattern is simple. Don’t stop between the patterns, it should flow continuously. It helps if the teacher can read rhythmic notation, patterns can then be written out, or ROR tubs chart could be used. After you and your class get good at this have a student lead the group. Take turns, have girls lead, boys echo, then switch. 


Resources
Resources are listed in the materials section.
PAGE  
2

