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Grade Category 4th
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Goals
Teacher will introduce both professional and homemade Djembes, and introduce performing more than one part at a time. (texture) 

Objectives
Students will:

1 .Listen to and identify the sound of the Djembe.

2. Be able to read TUB rhythms and perform them accurately.

3. Perform the parts as a group, and then, in smaller groups, all 3 parts.

4. They will perform as an improvisational drum circle.

Content Standards 

2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music 

5. Reading and notating music

6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music

9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture

Materials
1. Djembes

2. Roots of Rhythm CD

3. Roots of Rhythm Curriculum Guide; transparency, as explained below.

4. CD Player

5. Roots of Rhythm Funsheet Chapter 4
6. Overhead Projector

7. Resource website: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/djembe
8. Textbook and Rhythm Sticks to substitute for Djembes, if not enough for each student.
Student Skill Level
Students will be familiar with TUB rhythm notation and know how to read it.  They will be able to aurally identify percussion instrument sounds, and have done instrument improvisation.  

Procedure 

1. Listen to recording (tracks 29-30) 

2. Teacher poses questions, “What instrument do you hear?”  (drum) “What culture or continent?” (Africa) Discuss drumming rhythms [Aconcon (8 beat), Doundoumba (6 beat)]. 
3. Students, in a large group, will read and answer questions about Djembe, with Funsheet, Chapter 4, p. 1.  

4. Students prepare to play Aconcon rhythms, by looking at overhead projector transparency.  

           (See next page for exercise)

Play Aconcon call: 
     1        2       3        4       5       6       7         8       1        2       3       4        5       6        7       8            

   Now            let’s    play           so               come  on              get    your   drum.
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Djembe I  

     1        2       3        4       5       6       7         8       1        2       3       4        5       6        7       8            
  We                                  are                                         drum- mers  from  Af-     ri-     ca.
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Djembe II

     1        2       3        4       5       6       7         8       1        2       3       4        5       6        7       8            
          Play    on     your   drum.                                      Play   on     your   drum.
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 Cowbell

     1        2       3        4       5       6       7         8       1        2       3       4        5       6        7       8            
   Cow-bell             and   Djem- be.                       What   a     com-   bin-    a   -   tion!   
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5. Introduce one part at a time, and divide class into groups, practicing each part individually, then putting the groups together.  

6. Review improvisation, then teacher establishes a steady beat to start students in improvisational drum circle.

7. If additional time, or as a cool-down activity, challenge students to complete crossword on the back of Djembe Funsheet.  

Student Products
Completed Funsheet (Chapter 4, pg.1), Accurate Rhythm Performance on Djembe (or Textbook and Rhythm Sticks, if only 2 Djembes) in 1, 2, and 3 part small groups.    

Assessment

Oral, through question and answer, and participatory, through performance.  

Reflection
Rhythm sticks struck on textbook can substitute if not enough instruments.  Special needs students should be evenly split among the groups assigned to each part and paired with a regular-ed “buddy” as needed for additional help.  Hands-on application and chanting of phrases with words helps engage students and promote learning.  

Resources
Books about Djembe:

1. To Be A Drum by Evelyn Coleman, (Albert Whitman and Co.) 

(www. Amazon.com/gp/reader/0807580066/ref=sib_dp_pt/102-4045540-9247337#reader-link)    

2. Jamari’s Drum by Eboni Bynum and Roland Jackson

3. Patakin by Nina Jaffe
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