Roots of Rhythm World Drumming Teacher Workshop 2006
Lesson Plan for Chapter 4
Title Djembe 








Rebecca Jeric










July 2006
Grade Category Early Childhood to 1st 
Lesson Time One fifty-minute class period
Goals
1. Students will understand and appreciate music from and South African culture.

2. Students will distinguish between high and low sounds on a drum.

Objectives
1.  The students will be able to pat a rhythm pattern from the song, “Kum Ba Yah.”

2.  The students will be able to play a short rhythmic pattern on the Djembe drum.

3.  The students will be able to sing the song and play a rhythm pattern on


     the Djembe simultaneously. 

4.  The students will perform the movements that correspond with each verse.
Content Standards 
1, 2, 5, and 9
Materials
1. CD and CD player 
2. Twelve Djembe drums
3. Dry erase board

4. Dry erase markers

Student Skill Level
The students will be able to keep time with the beat and be able to echo what they hear by singing, clapping, patting, and playing a drum. 
Procedure
1. As the students are walking into class, the teacher is playing a recording of the song. “Kum Ba Yah,” and asks the students to pat on their laps. 
2. As the students sit down, they will join in and pat the same rhythm on their laps.

3. The teacher will introduce the song and discuss its origin and background.

4. The teacher will introduce the concept of ti and ta and write “ti-ti-ti ta rest ti-ta” on the dry erase board.   As the teacher points to each syllable, the class will say and pat their laps.  

5. The teacher will play the recording again, and the students will pat their laps and say the corresponding syllable of ti and ta.

6.  The teacher will play high and low sounds on the djembe drum following a discussion on its background.  The teacher will ask the students, “Where did I play the drum when the drum made a low sound? A high sound?” The teacher will demonstrate how to create a low (bass) sound and High (tone) sound on the drum. After distributing a drum to every other student, they will practice each hit on the drum by echoing the teacher.  The teacher will continue this way until every one has had a turn to play the drum.

7. The teacher will demonstrate how to play the “ti-ta” rhythm from the song on the djembe.  The   
students without a drum will sing and pat the rhythm pattern on their laps. The “ta” rhythm can                                                                                                            be played as a low sound, and the ti can be played as a high sound.  This should continue until every student has had two times playing the drum with the song.  (I prefer to have the students pass their instrument to the left, when rotating).
8.  The teacher will discuss the meaning of the movement to each verse. The students will mirror the teacher’s motions as they are singing with the recording. The teacher can have the students sing and perform the motions to the song again.

9.  The teacher can split the class into two groups; the first group can sing and play the Djembe, the other group can sing and perform the motions.  Switch parts.
Student Product 
The students can perform this in the spring program so that parents and other students can see what they have accomplished in music class.

Assessment
The students will be observed by playing the bass and tone sounds, and the rhythm patterns from the song on the djembe.  The students will perform for the teacher in a round-robin fashion. 
Reflection
The students will remember what they’ve learned about the djembe and its culture because keeping children actively involved helps them to be better learners.
Resources
Share the Music Teacher’s Edition and CD #6, Grade One
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