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Grade Category    Upper Elementary Grades 5-6
Goals

Students Will:

Understand the history and culture of Guinea; make connections to geography, history, science and the visual arts; learn related songs and dances from Guinea, and make a homemade djembe to play.  This will occur during a unit requiring four class periods.

Objectives

Students Will:

1. Read about and discuss the Djembe and the country of Guinea (including the flag, population, geography and climate, history, and culture).

2. Complete the map and flag handout, as well as the Roots of Rhythm Chapter 4 Funsheet.

3. Learn about the other instruments commonly used in Guinea, such as the balafon, the kora, and the goge.

4. Learn how the traditional music of Guinea and the djembe instrument have influenced modern popular music both in Guinea and in the world.

5. Listen to traditional and current popular music of Guinea.

6. Learn the names of the different tones/sounds the djembe can produce.

7. Learn to produce the tone, bass and slap tones on their instrument

8. Play along with recordings of traditional music of Guinea.

9. Learn related songs,dances and folklore of Guinea.

10. Explore the sculpture, textiles, and other related art forms.

11. Learn to read the TUBS notation system.

Content Standards

1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

3. Improvising melodies, variations and accompaniments.

4. Reading and notating music.

5. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.

6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

7. Evaluating music and music performance.

8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Materials

1. Roots of Rhythm – Chapter 4:  The Djembe from Guinea (p. 28-32)

2. Roots of Rhythm – CD Tracks 29-41
3. Flag/map handout www.enchantedlearning.com
4. Roots of Rhythm Funsheets – Chapter 4 

5. Pulse (A STOMP Odyssey)  DVD   (Guinea djembe section only)

6. Share the Music Grade 4 – Teacher’s edition, student texts, and CD4:2

7.  National Anthems of the World; Guinea, p. 1999

8. Hamana foli kan Famadou Konate, ma^itre-djembe. CD Guinea popular music

9. Percussions de Guinee  CD 

10.  Fabulous ancestors: stone carvings from Sierra Leone & Guinea  Book

11. The art of equatorial Guinea: the Fang tribes  Book

12. African designs of the Guinea Coast  Book

13. African Myths  Book

14. Kings, gods & spirits from African mythology  Book

15. African percussion: the djembe  Book

16. Oyo, Benin, Ashanti: the Guinea coast     Book

17. Roots of Rhythm Percussion Instrument Making Notes - Making the Djembe (step by step directions p. 5)

18. Djembe drum materials for each student

a. clay or plastic flowerpot 6” x 3”

b. plastic tube or can 4” diameter

c. chopstick beater

d. PVC tape

e. Masking tape

f. Hacksaw blade – ½ tape end or scissors

g. Sandpaper

19. The Drum Circle CD Track #7

20. African Instrument Posters, Firehouse Arts Resources

Student Skill Level

Prior knowledge of hand drumming techniques; a basic vocabulary of dance terms; prior dance experience (movement patterns, etc.); basic knowledge of world geography.

Procedure

Lesson #1

1. Listen to Percussions de Guinee CD while completing the flag and map handout.

2. Play the national anthem of Guinea for the students, as they stand and look at the flag they have colored on their handout.

3. Summarize (reading aloud) the curriculum connections information in Roots of Rhythm Chapter 4 and show the African Instrument posters of the djembe and other traditional percussion instruments of Guinea.
4. Show the Guinea/djembe “chapter” of the DVD Pulse: A STOMP Odyssey
5. Discuss the physical characteristics of the instrument as they saw it in the DVD, giving correct terms for the parts of the instrument, including the sesse.
6. Review hand drumming basics using the djembe, tubano, conga, and other available drums.  Practice first the tone and bass sounds, alone and in rhythm pattern combinations, then add the center damp or slap tone.

7. Learn to read the TUBS notation and have them read and play the Djembe 1 Aconcon rhythm, giving them the name of this particular rhythm and that the part they have learned is the lead drum’s part in the authentic Guinean rhythm.

8. Listen to Roots of Rhythm CD Track #29 to hear an entire Guinean ensemble playing the Aconcon rhythms.  Then listen to Track #32 to isolate the Djembe 1 part.  Listen again and begin to play along.

Lesson #2

1. Make your own djembe drum. Watch teacher demonstration of how to build the homemade djembe. Using the materials listed and the aid of a partner, construct your own djembe.  Be sure to pull the tape as tightly as possible.  Have copies of the step by step directions in the Roots of Rhythm Instrument Making Notes available for those students who need or want them.  Have the Roots of Rhythm CD Tracks 29-41 and the Hamana foli kan Famadou Konate, ma^itre-djembe.CD of  Guinean popular music playing as the students are constructing their instruments. 

2. When students finish constructing their instruments, invite them to look at the multiple copies of the books gathered from the Columbus Metropolitan Library system (items 10-16 on the Materials list).  These books include stories, mythology, art and information on the djembe itself.

3. Review the Djembe 1 part of the Aconcon rhythm by listening again to the Roots of Rhythm CD Track #32 and looking at the TUBS notation before playing again, this time on their own homemade djembes.

4. Learn the other parts of the Aconcon rhythm, adding the bell and bass drum parts on other available classroom instruments.

Lesson #3

1.   Song: “Tonga” – The Drum Circle CD Track #7

a. listen to the song – discuss the call and response form

b. learn the song

c. listen again and echo the response vocally

d. sing and play the response

2. listen to the call and sing/play the response

3. discuss the interlude

4. Interlude – play the responses only on the djembes

5. Divide the class – half play the call and the other half the response.  All play the responses only on the interlude.

6. Switch parts

2.  Song:  “Tina Singu”, Share the Music, Grade 4 pp. 158-159  CD 4:2 vocal/instrumental      CD 10:18 instrumental only.

a. listen to the song and identify the call and response form through movement

b. listen a second time while following the music in the student texts, comparing the call and response and section B, parts one and two

c. learn about Lesotho, an African country

d. listen to the recorded lesson CD 4:3 for the correct pronunciation of the words

e. listen and echo section A, the call and response.  Divide the class into two groups, half singing the call and the other half the response.  Switch parts.

f. Repeat the above with CD 10:18, the instrumental only track.  (This requires more independence from the students)

g. Listen and echo section B, part one, and continue until students are comfortable and able to sing in small groups and/or alone

h. Listen and echo section B, part two, and continue until students are comfortable and able to sing in small groups and/or alone

i. Divide the class into two groups, one group sing the top part and the other group sing the bottom part of section B with CD10:18 (accompaniment only), then switch parts.

j. Sing the whole song with CD accompaniment, dividing the class into two groups.  Callers sing part one of section B, response group sing part two of section B, then switch parts.

k. Learn and add a dance movement by forming two concentric circles, partners facing each other

l. Combine singing with dance movement

Lesson #4

1.  Have the students learn to play the Doundoumba rhythm by listening and reading, using the Roots of Rhythm CD Tracks 30 and 37-41 and TUBS notation for the Doundoumba rhythm (p. 32 ROR Chapter 4).  Use the homemade djembes as well as other available instruments for the bell and bass parts.

2. Pass out blank 8 count TUBS notation paper.  Ask the students to compose their own parts for three different instruments (djembe, bell and bass).  Divide the students into groups of three and have them each teach their compositions to the other students in their group.  (Each group needs a bell and a bass in addition to their homemade djembes).  Give them time to play all three compositions.  Select one composition to share with the class as a whole.

3. Roots of Rhythm – Chapter 4:  THE DJEMBE FROM GUINEA FUNSHEET

a. read paragraph out loud (an overall review of Guinea culture and the djembe drum.

b. Answer questions 1-3 individually (answering questions about the djembe drum)

c. Complete the crossword puzzle individually (using the facts about the djembe drum from Guinea)

Student Product

· Colored Flap/Map handout

· Completed ROR Funsheet

· Make your Own Djembe drum

· Completed 3-part composition for percussion ensemble

· Skills learned playing appropriate authentic Guinean rhythms as well as composed rhythms.

Assessment

1. Participatory; skill based (ability to play the three tones/sounds and ability to read/play the rhythms from TUBS notation).

2. Completed flag/map and FUNSHEET handouts.

3. Cooperative learning rubric for composition activity (grade based on correct use of TUBS notation, readability of rhythms, quality of participation within the groups of three, and final “performance” of composed rhythms). 

Reflection

       I will be writing a grant through the WEF (Worthington Educational Foundation) to purchase the materials necessary for students to make their own djembes.  Brenda Leary, my colleague in the district, and I will be requesting funds from our respective PTAs to bring Dr. Craig Woodson to our two schools for assemblies to further enhance the students’ experiences in world drumming at both buildings.

Resources

1.  Woodson, Dr. Craig. “Roots of Rhythm” – World Drumming for 5th and 6th 
             Grade Classroom Curriculum (including CD), 2004 Percussion Marketing 

             Council www.playdrums.com
2.  Woodson, Dr. Craig.  “Roots of Rhythm Funsheets” – World Drumming for 5th 
             6th Grade Classrooms, 2004 Percussion Marketing Council

             www.playdrums.com
3. Woodson, Dr. Craig.  “Roots of Rhythm”, Percussion Instrument Making 

      Notes, 2004 Percussion Marketing Council, www.playdrums.com
4.  www.enchantedlearning.com

5.  Famadou, Konate.” Hamana foli kan Famadou Konate, ma^itre-djembe”. 

     CD, Paris; Buda Musique:  Distribution, Melodie, [2000?] Call #:CD Q6  

     Guinea Kunate, Columbus Metropolitan Library, Discovery Place Catalog

6.  “Percussions de Guinee”, CD Paris: Buda Records, 1988, Call #:CD Q6,

     Columbus Metropolitan Library, Discovery Place Catalog

7.  Tagliaferri, Aldo. “Fabulous ancestors: stone carvings from Sierra Leone 

      & Guinea”, New York: Africana Publishing Co., 1974, Call # 732.20966

      T126f, Columbus Metropolitan Library, Discovery Place Catalog

8.  Perrois, Louis.  “The art of equatorial Guinea: the Fang tribes”, New York:

     Rizzoli, 1990.  Call # 709.011 P459a, Columbus Metropolitan Library, 

     Discovery Place Catalog

9.  Caraway, Caren.  “African designs of the Guinea Coast”,  Owings Mills, Md.:

     Stemmer House, c1985.  Call #745.40966 C262a, Columbus Metropolitan 

     Library, Discovery Place Catalog

10.  Gary, Jeffrey.  “African myths”, New York: Rosen Pub. Group, 2006.

       Call # J 299.6113 J46a, Columbus Metropolitan Library, Discovery

      Place Catalog

11.  Knappert, Jan. “Kings, gods & spirits from African mythology”, New York:

       Schocken Books; Vancouver: Douglas & McIntyre, 1986.  Call #       
      299.611303 K67a, Columbus Metropolitan Library, Discovery Place

       Catalog

12.  Blanc, Serge.  “African percussion: the djembe”,  Paris:  Percudanse

       Association, c1997.  Call # M 786.9193 B638a score, Columbus

       Metropolitan Library, Discovery Place Catalog

13.  Mann, Kenny.  “Oyo, Benin, Ashanti: the Guinea Coast”, Parsippany, N.J.:

      Dillon Press, 1996.  Call # 966.52 M281o, Columbus Metropolitan Library,

      Discovery Place Catalog

14.  Todd, Traci N.  “The Drum Circle” and companion CD: from the DO-RE-MI

     & YOU! Company, P.O. Box 14369 Greensboro, NC 27415, www.drmy.com
15.  Ogden, Becky.  African Instrument Posters, Columbus, Ohio:  Firehouse 

    Arts Resources

16.  Bristow, M.J. and Reed, W.L.   “National Anthems of the World”, New York:

     Blandford Press Ltd., 1985.  ISBN 0-7137-1525-1

17.   “Honda presents Pulse:  A STOMP Odyssey”,   DVD, Well Go USA, Inc,

      2006.  Source:  Music in Motion Item #5056, www.musicmotion.com
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