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Lesson Time 
This lesson would encompass one class period as well as outside the classroom practice time.
Goals 
Students should come away from this lesson having a grasp of the sound and feel of all three of the major Djembe tones: Open tone, Bass tone and the Slap.
Objectives 
The initial student objective will be to listen and observe things such as; correct hand position, energy usage in each stroke, and the actual sound produced.

Content Standards 
1. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
2. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
3. Evaluating music and music performances.
4. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials
1. Djembes for each student
2. Roots of Rhythm book and CD
3. A Life for the Djembe book and CD 

Student Skill Level 
Students need to know how to produce the first two basic sounds, the Open Tone and the Bass Tone, on their homemade Djembes.
Procedure 
1. Review the sound and technique involved to produce the open Tone and the Bass Tone.
2. Play these sounds on the Djembes.
3. Listen to the teacher play the Slap tone on the Djembe. 
4. Have students attempt this sound.

5. Listen to the sound on the Roots of Rhythm CD and the A life for the Djembe CD.

6. Have students attempt the sound again.
7. Assign outside practice time to perfect this sound and incorporate it in alternation with the other tones already learned.

Student Product 
There is no material final product produced here.
Assessment
Sound production on the Djembe in Percussion Ensemble and the Congas in Band rehearsal should be improved and positively reinforced by the Directors of those groups.
Reflection 
Schools with limited numbers of instruments can create a sharing program between 2 or more students. Use of a sign-out system for instruments after school would also be a way to use limited instruments.

Resources 
1. Roots of Rhythm CD
2. A Life for the Djembe CD
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