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Grade Category Middle School
Lesson Time This lesson should take one class period.

Goals
To give each student their own instrument to play and learn the first two sounds produced on this instrument: the open tone and the bass tone.

Objectives 
Students will learn some hands on small motor skills, artistic creativity skill from decorating the instruments and listening skills from playing the finished product.

Content Standards 
1. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
2. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
3. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials
1. Clay pots
2. Hammers
3. Clean-up sheets for floor

4. Packing tape

5. Masking tape

6. PVC tube—cut into predetermined lengths
Student Skill Level
Students will need to be shown how to construct the instrument. The coupling of the tube and the hammering out of the bottom of the clay pot are potential problem areas.
Procedure
1. Teacher will demo how to make the instrument. Reference to Percussion Instrument Making Notes.
2. Students will collect materials and make instruments. 
3. Areas will be cleaned up.

4. Students will, after listening to teacher demo, experiment with producing correct tones on the drum.
Student Product 
Homemade Djembe.

Assessment
Success of the project will be assessed when students use real Djembes for Percussion Ensemble rehearsal.

Reflection 
Teachers on a limited budget could request that some of the materials be brought from home. It is possible that a Garden Center in the area might donate the clay pots.
Resources
1. Listen to the Roots of Rhythm CD to hear correct sound production. 
2. Use of the book and CD A Life for the Djembe by Mamady Keita.
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