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Grade Category: Elementary 5th grade
Lesson Time: 2-3 40 min class periods (may need additional classes for instrument making)
Goals: The goal of this lesson is to make students aware of the connections between math, language arts, science, social studies, art, physical education and music. 
Objectives: Students will;
· Compare and contrast two African countries
· Echo different rhythm patterns
· Create their own rhythm patterns using TUBS notation
· Play and identify the three types of strokes on a Djembe
· Create their own Dondo drum
Content Standards:

Music

2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music
3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.

4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.

5. Reading and notating music

6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music

8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture

Math

Number and number systems 1

Use patterns, relations and functions
Social Studies

Social Studies skills and methods-use problem solving/decision making skills 
Science

Forces and Motion- Explore how things make sound, explore and describe sounds

Describe that a changing rate of vibration can change the pitch of a sound
Art

Benchmark B : Create a work of art which incorporates the style or characteristics of artwork from a culture other than their own.
Physical Education

5. Demonstrates responsible personal and social behavior in physical activity settings. 

6. Demonstrates understanding and respect for differences among people in physical activity settings.

7. Understands that physical activity provides opportunities for enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, and social interaction.

Language Arts

Acquisition of vocabulary

Listening and viewing 1 & 4
Materials:

1. OHP map of Africa

2. blank TUBS notation sheets

3. OHP examples of notation

4. Djembe drums and/or Dondos 

5. pencils

6. Roots of Rhythm Ch 4 and 5 pgs 28-38 CD tracks

7. CD Player

8. Dondo instrument making materials (see chapters)

9. non-pitches percussion instruments such as rhythm sticks, hand drums, and shakers

10. vocabulary lists of new words

a. Guinea, Djembe drum, Dondo, notation, authentic, ensemble, griots, Conakry, Ghana, Accra, Kente, Adrinka, tama, Senegal, kalangu, dundun, Nigeria
b. I write these on sentence strips and place them in one location to refer to throughout the year. 

11. Fun Sheets ch 4 & 5
Student Skill Level: beginner/little or no prior experience needed, it would be helpful if they had some prior knowledge of TUBS notation and how to compose using it
Procedure:

Day 1 
Introduce the sound of the Djembe drum by playing tracks 29 and 30

· Ask students questions about what they are hearing

· Have students play their drums/instruments via drum circle style

· Ask students if they are tired/hands are “hot” etc. explain that it takes a lot of stamina to play a djembe drum. Discuss respect, and differences, allow for self-expression. 

· Ask them to try an imitate/echo what they heard on the CD 

· Set instruments aside and discuss the country Guinea. 

· Show where it is located in Africa

· Discuss the flag, compare it to USA flag

· Discuss the climate, and geography

· Discuss the background and history briefly 

· Demonstrating the three different sounds on the Djembe, have students try and get the three different tone, bass, open and slap tones. 

· Have students go back to their instruments and by rote teaching, have them learn the following rhythm

Beginning of Drum Call

                    1    2    3       4     5     6     7     8      1   2      3      4    5      6   7   8

Djembé 1 Now……let’s play……..so……..come on….. get your drum……………

                R         L     R         L          R     L      R    L     R
· Show students what the pattern looks like after they have learned it.
· Have students brainstorm another pattern and as a class compose and learn it

· Draw students attention to counting and subdivision, draw in the connection with math and fractions/counting
· Have students play along with track 31 drum call on CD

· Introduce next tracks, aconcon rhythms

· End with students playing their own rhythms and ask them to think up some ideas for their own rhythms for next class

· Pass out funsheets for students to complete outside of class (social studies and/or early finishing time in classrooms work great for this) *As an incentive, the following class I have the students figure out what percentage of the class remembered to return their sheets. We keep track of the percentage on a chart. At the end of the week the class who has the highest percentage receives a small djembe drum (trophy) to keep in their homeroom for the week. 
Day 2

Review Guinea and Djembe drum call rhythms, answer any questions that students may have had 

· Divide students into groups of two or three and pass out TUBS notation sheets

· Have students come up with two or three rhythms to perform for the class, depending on the groups you can modify how many rhythms each group constructs. 

· Point out that their creations are forms of their own individual self-expression. It’s important that students know why they are doing things.

· Have groups perform their rhythms, note: this should only take about 15-20 min. You may find that your students are excited and engaged and want to take longer. Use your discretion.

· After students have shared their rhythms, introduce the Dondo and the country Ghana.

· Show where Ghana is located on the map and where it is in relation to Guinea

· Discuss some of the cultural aspects and the story of the drum, explain the different names for it in different countries

· Play track 42 and have students compare the difference between the dondo and the djembe

· Pass out fun sheet for Chapter 5 Have students leave the Lakota drum parts blank for now (return to them in other lessons)
Day 3

Review previous material, rhythms, vocabulary, where Ghana and Guinea are located what US state are they comparable to?

· Have students play the different djembe and dondo rhythms on their instruments.

· Introduce homemade dondo (show teacher example) Explain that the students will be making their own dondo drum.

· Pass out materials and have students work on creating their own dondo drums. *Note: it may be helpful to have the art teacher help with this step. If not, you may want to have students complete two or three steps over several class periods until the drum is complete. 

· Once drums are complete, use the play along tracks 47 and 49 and have students play these rhythms on their own drums. 
· Talk about what happens when they squeeze their drums, pitch goes up. Tie in Science words; pitch vibration, etc. 

Student Product:

Students will create a dondo drum. Group TUBS sheets can be hung up and displayed for other classes.  
Assessment:

Student comparison of the two countries will be displayed on a wall chart Venn diagram. Their drums and TUBS notation sheets will be displayed for other classes to see as well as other teachers and parents to see. Playing different rhythm patterns and distinguishing the three types of strokes on the Djembe with be evaluated through participatory means. 
Reflection:

Funding for instrument making I have found to always be a challenge, especially when dealing with 100’s of students. Your cafeteria can be very helpful in providing the cans and I have found parents and the PTO to often help out with the other costs. I usually select two or three class to do the project with and go from there. The art teacher has been extremely helpful in working with the students as well. You may even get a couple of parents to come in and help. They always like playing the drums too! These lessons are very adaptable and accommodating for all students. Because rhythm is such an innate part of us, students usually love to play the drums and are critical when trying to imitate the authentic sounds from the CD. 
Resources:

How to play Djembe, West African rhythms for beginners by Alan Dworsky and Betsy Sansby 

ISBN: 0-9638801-4-4
www.ode.state.oh.us 
www.ohahperd.org 

www.aahperd.org /naspe
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