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Ashland, Ohio
Grade Category Elementary, Middle School
Lesson Time 
This lesson could be presented in one class period. I think that it would be more effective to present it as a portion of the class over several days

Goals
Students will be able to add appropriate African rhythms to the song Siyahamba

Objectives 

The students will take a song that they know (“Siyahamba”) and add drum accompaniment.

Content Standards 
1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.

5. Reading and notating music.

7. Evaluating music and music performances.

8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Materials 
1. The Song, “Siyahamba” in African and English


Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos',


Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos',


Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos',


Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwen-,


Khanyen' kwenkhos',


Siyahamba, hamba,


Siyahamba, hamba,


Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwen-,


Khanyen' kwenkhos'.


Siyahamba, hamba,


Siyahamba, hamba,


Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos'.


We are marching in the light of God,


We are marching in the light of God,


We are marching in the light of God,


We are marching in the light of,


The light of God,


We are marching, marching, 


We are marching, marching, 


We are marching in the light of,


The light of God,


We are marching, marching, 


We are marching, marching, 


We are marching in the light of God
2. Djembe’s and other African drums and instruments or handmade substitutes

3. Blank TUBS notation

Student Skill Level
Students will have a reasonable mastery of hand drum technique and understand the use of TUBS notation. They will also know the song “Siyahamba” in African and English.

Procedure 

1. We will review the song “Siyahamba”
2. We will review the Djembe using the rhythms found on page 32 of Roots of Rhythm.

3. We will apply the Aconcon rhythms to the song 

4. Students will work in teams of 4 or 5 to develop 2 or 3 rhythms to accompany the song

5. They will put their composition into TUBS notation

Student Product 
Each group will have a TUBS composition

Assessment 
Each group will play their composition while the rest of the class sings the song
Reflection
It is important that the rhythms support the text of the song. It should also support the idea of Marching. Having the students move or sway while singing the song should help give them the proper feel.
Resources 
If time permits you can create new rhythms for the other verses of Siyahamba, such as “We are Dancing….” Consider how the feel may be different between marching and dancing or walking or resting or ?
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