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Lesson Time
40 min. to up together

20 min. to decorate


20 min to begin playing


10 min. each class as a drum circle

Goals 
I want to:

1. Achieve coordinated learning.  
2. Assist the students in helping each other create a unique and worthy instrument.  
3. Be able to teach them the joy of drumming within a drum circle. 

Objectives
The students shall:

1. Build a quality instrument that is appealing to the eye.  
2. Learn to work together by helping each other in the building and decorating of their instrument. 

3. Transfer their cooperative learning to the patterns of a drum circle.

Content Standards
2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9

Materials
1. Large flower containers

2. Plastic Tube – 4” round x 10” long

3. PVC tape

4. Masking tape/decorating materials

5. ¼ “ dowel rods 10” long

6. Sandpaper

Student Skill Level  
The students shall have previously learned of the culture of Guinea, West Africa.  They shall be acquainted with the venture tube and how it works in drumming.  They shall know the high and low of a drum and how it is produced.

Procedures

1. The parents shall have prepared the pots for the class by cutting out a 4” hole and cleaning any rough edges.

2. The students will then place the 4” PVC pipe into the prepared hole, making sure that it fits snuggly.

3. Next, we will anchor the tube to the pot with PVC tape several times around to make another secure hold.

4. Begin taping – PVC – the drumhead either in a tic-tac-toe pattern or a star pattern being sure that the second layer is very tight.  You will want to have a friend help you to hold the tape and cut it.

5. Wrap a piece of PVC tape around the top side to hold your head in place and test your drum.  (Use a flat hand for the low pitch and a slap with your fingers for the high.)

6. Hold the instrument between your knees and try this pattern:

Count -   1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8

              H  H  `  H  H  `  H  H
7.   Wrap a wad of masking tape to one end of the dowel rod and secure.  This is your striker.

8.   Explain again, the venture tube concept and hear how the drum reacts.

9.   Put your hand into the open end of the drum and hit the head.  What do you feel?  Why?

Student Product 
1. The students will have a homemade instrument to play in the classroom during drum circle time.  
2. They will also receive a ROR Instrument Building, pg.5, so they may create more instruments for their family time.

Assessment  
ROR, Chapter 4, The Djembe from Guinea Funsheet as a homework page.  This will be graded.  There will be self-grades on the building and sound of their own instruments.  There will be teacher grades on the building and sound of their instruments.  (The students will create their own rubric to use as a class.)

Reflection  
I will have parent helpers prepare the materials.  The students will be encouraged to play their drums each day for drum circle. Students are very creative when they want to continue the lesson.  I will have them decide what they would like to do next or how we can make them more useable.

Resources 
1. I will ask our PTO and our Principal’s school fund to pay for many of the materials.  
2. I will also ask our local businesses for donations of materials.
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