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Grade Category: 10th grade English (World Literature)
Lesson Time: drum creation, use, and showcase will be part of the three weeks of time spent in the classroom focusing on Things Fall Apart.
Goals: 

•Introduce students to the djembe and dondo drum through audio and history (African Rhythm and African Sensibility)

• Collaborate with world history teachers in developing cross-curriculum material for students to be exposed to the history of the colonization of the African continent by white Europeans, and the ramifications of that period in time, and the legacy it still leaves today.

•Explain to students how unique Achebe’s novel was/is in that it was the first African/non-European voice to discuss Africa to a Western audience.

•Introduce students to other African writers such as Amos Tutuola and Ben Okri.

•Introduce African music to students through the works of Fela Kuti, the Drummers of Burundi, various artists of Soweto, and Thomas Mapfume. 

•Explore the influence of African music in the works of such Western artists as Talking Heads, Peter Gabriel, and Joni Mitchell.

Objectives 

•Students will construct and learn techniques to play a Djembe and Dondo drums.  

•Students will learn to play drums within a drum ensemble.

• Have the students perform individually and as an ensemble representing themes, characters, or scenes in Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart. 

•Students provide essay explaining how his or her drum piece is representative of a given theme, character, or scene from Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart. 

•Students will be able to differentiate and explain how differently Africa is portrayed through the eyes of an African compared to a European (for example, Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness).

•Students will be able to articulate how Western and African differ and compare.

•Students will be able to place the 54 countries of Africa on a blank map.
 

Content Standards:

Language Arts: Grade Ten

•Students read a wide range of print and non-print texts to build an understanding  of texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to  acquire new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the  workplace; and for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and  nonfiction, classic and contemporary works.       

•Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to  build an understanding of the many dimensions (e.g. philosophical, ethical,  aesthetic) of human experience.       

•Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and  appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other  readers and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their  word identification strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g.  sound-letter correspondence, sentence structure, context, graphics).      

•Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language (e.g.  conventions, style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of  audiences and for different purposes.      

 •Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different writing  process elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a  variety of purposes.       

•Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g.,  spelling and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to  create, critique, and discuss print and non-print texts.      

•Students conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and  questions, and by posing problems. They gather, evaluate, and synthesize data  from a variety of sources (e.g., print and non-print texts, artifacts, people) to  communicate their discoveries in ways that suit their purpose and audience.       

•Students use a variety of technological and informational resources (e.g., libraries,  databases, computer networks, video) to gather and synthesize information and to  create and communicate knowledge.      

•Students define unknown words through context clues

•Students whose first language is not English make use of their first language to  develop competency in the English language arts and to develop understanding of  content across the curriculum.       

•Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members  of a variety of literacy communities.       

•Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own  purposes (e.g. for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of  information).

Music Standards:

•Students perform on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
•Students read and notate music – tub method.
•Students evaluate music and music performances.
•Students improvise melodies and variations.

•Students listen, analyze and describe music. 

•Students understand relationship between music, other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

•Students understand music in relation to history and culture.

Materials
1. materials needed per Roots of Rhythm construction methodology to construct djembe and dondo drums.  Get instrument making notes on Dr. Woodson’s Roots of Rhythm World Drumming Workshop website: http://www.worlddrumming.net/ and under resources the instrument making file is there. 
2. Bell (Cowbell) (provided by teacher)
3. Bass Drum (provided by teacher)

4. Copies of building a Djembe and Dondo (p. 32 Roots of Rhythm Curriculum)
5. Copies of Djembe and Dondo fun sheets for student use.

6. Fela Kuti – The Best Best of Fela Kuti (2000) – “Zombie”, Roforofo Fight” “Shuffering and Shmiling” 

7. The Drummers of Burundi (1992)

8. The Indestructible Beat of Soweto (1987) various artists

9. The Big Bang! In the Beginning Was the Drum (1994) various artists

10. Peter Gabriel – Peter Gabriel (1980) (commonly referred to as the melt album due to album cover) various tracks: “Biko”, “Intruder”, and “No Self Control”

11.Talking Heads – Remain In Light (1980) – “The Great Curve”, Crosseyed and Painless”, Born Under Punches (The Heat Goes On)

12. Joni Mitchell – The Hissing of Summer Lawns (1975) – “The Jungle Line”

13. African Rhythm and African Sensibility: Aesthetics and Social Action in African Musical Idioms – John Miller Chernoff  I will discuss with the students excerpts from this book to give them a concrete perspective on African culture and music’s symbiotic relationship to it. 

14. Amos Tutuola  The Palm Wine Drunkard and My Life in the Bush of Ghosts – African writer known for magical realism.  Will read excerpts to students to let them hear a different African voice. 

15. Blank African map for map test – map available on this website: http://www.travelaei.com/maps/africa.jpg
16. Copies of William Butler Yeat’s poem “The Second Coming” which is where Achebe derived the novel’s title. Poem is included at end of lesson.

Student Skill Level
Introduction of the TUBS Notation System will be vital and required both for the students’ individual pieces, but also for the group drum ensemble. With that being said, I am also interested in students exploring improvisation.  This will be dependent on how the students take to the drumming and will be judged on a case by case basis.  

Procedure
1. Teacher will demonstrate the technique for producing different pitches on a djembe. (High, Middle, Low)
2. Teacher will explain the proper names for these pitches. H – slap, M- rim tone, L – center bass tone.
3. Students should practice each hit separately then mix them together.

4. Teacher and students will clap rhythms from Roots of Rhythm book.

5. Once students can clap together then they should play on their instrument.

6. Each line should be practiced in the same format as 4 and 5

7. Once students can play each line then assign parts and play the lines together. Always start at a slow tempo for part accuracy then speed up later.
Student Product:
Students will be asked to create a variety of product during the course of the Things Fall Apart unit:

• a djembe

• a dondo (The djembe and dondo making will both be in class and guided by the teacher). 

• a new drum creation based on what they learned about drumming.  This drum will also be part of their individual and group project. 

• An essay explaining how their new drum captures a scene, character, and/or theme from Things Fall Apart.  The student should be able to explain how certain sounds, pitches, patterns, and repetition, represent the above.  In essence each student is creating his or her own drum language.   

Assessment
•Since this is not a music class, students will be assessed based on effort and the ability to explain via orally and written how his or her drum is satisfying the assignment. Evidence of the three drumming techniques, the performance of a single rhythm, and the ability to perform the individual part while the group is performing will be paramount to receiving a passing grade for the drumming portion of the unit.  

•Students will be asked to properly place the 54 countries of Africa on a blank map (see resources for map).

•Surprise chapter quizzes to being class(especially if class discussion is lacking)

•Formal essay assignment (for advanced students) (see last page)

•In class essay test (for mainstream students) (see last page) 

Reflection
Students know from the get go that I like to incorporate everything I can (music, film, essays, field trips, etc.) into all the novels and projects we do.  The students probably also know I’m a musician and getting some of them to be should not pose a problem.  The chief obstacle will be getting students to loosen up and realize that we are all in training when it comes to playing these instruments.  The idea with drumming is that it will help the students become more focused on various aspects of the book.  The students will have to know of what they speak if they want to be successful with their essays. I will be looking to my musically inclined students to help guide their classmates unto a productive musical path.  This is really an open-ended assignment - the final product is going to be different for each student.  I think after I do this with a class the first time, I will be able to reflect and see what worked (and what didn’t) and change and add whatever parts each successive time.  I believe you can always improve upon a lesson.  Also I just want the students to garner a greater appreciation of Chinua Achebe’s work, and I think the drum piece will work really well.

Resources
1. Roots of Rhythm Website Dr. Woodson – www.WorldDrumming.net and www.playdrums.com.  

2. http://www.shanachie.com/ - vital source for loads of African and other world music.

3. http://www.noise.cz/summasummarum/music/sounds.html#udu loops of various African instrument sounds.
4. http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/AfricaFocus/ University of Wisconsin database that contains thousands of African sights and sounds.  It contains over 3000 slides, 500 photographs, and 50 hours of sound from 45 different countries 
5. Website: http://www.playdrums.com/pdf/roots/6-ROR_Guide-ch4-djembe.pdf
6. Website: http://www.playdrums.com/pdf/roots/7-ROR_Guide-ch5-dono.pdf
7. http://www.aidg.org/component/option,com_jd-wp/Itemid,34/p,332/ - if you have a computer lab this is a fun activity.  You have 10 minutes to type in the names of the 54 countries of Africa.  

8. http://www.motherlandmusic.com/ekwedrums.htm African instrument site that provides pictures and descriptions of various traditional instruments. 

9. www.wikipedia.org - good general resource for basic information on a myriad of topics. 

10. www.nigeria.com - Students can investigate and see the Nigeria of today.

11. Africa (2nd Edition) Edited by Phyllis M. Martin and Patrick O’Meara – historical survey of the African continent.

12.Kaffir Boy by Mark Mathabane – riveting autobiography set during South Africa’s period of apartheid. 

13. http://afgen.com/religion.html excellent website that explains various African religions.

14. www.allmusic.com - excellent website that discusses about any musical artist/genre you can think.  It also rates records to help you make purchasing decisions about music with which you may not be familiar.
***Essay tests and Yeat’s “Second Coming” are on the following two pages. 

Formal Assignment (probably best for advanced students)

Literature/Composition 10

Essay Topics for Things Fall Apart

Directions:  Please choose one of the following topics and respond with a formal, academic essay featuring your very best writing.  We will write at least two or three drafts so that our final draft will be something we can proud of. The final draft of the essay must meet the following requirements:


•  a minimum of three pages, typed, double-spaced, 12 point font


•  textual evidence to support your opinions.
Topic #1

Is Okonkwo a product of nature or nurture, of genetics or societal pressures?  Is he ruled by fate (destiny) or does he freely choose the life he leads?  Explain your view using support from the text.

Topic #2

Compare your previous knowledge and views of Africa with the way Chinua Achebe depicts traditional African, specifically Igbo, society in Part One of Things Fall Apart.  What aspects of the Igbo society seem similar to what you thought they’d be like?  Which seem different?  Be sure to use examples from the text.

Topic #3

What kind of father is Okonkwo?  Does he treat his children fairly?  Be sure to think about ways he treats ALL of his children (Nwoye, Issac, Ikemefuna, Enzima, etc.)  and to use specific examples from the text.  

Topic #4

The treatment of women in Umuofia seems harsh, restrictive, and unfair when viewed through the lens of our modern American values.  The Igbo men treat women very differently from the ways we modern American women are used to be being treated.  What do you think Achebe is trying to tell readers about traditional Igbo society?  Explain your opinion using text for support.

In class essay test:  100 Points( best for mainstream students)

1. Why is Chinua Achebe’s novel called Things Fall Apart?  You can explain thins in many ways but make sure you explain how Okonkwo’s life changes throughout the course of the book.  25 points

2. How is Okonkwo portrayed?  Is he a good or bad person?  Or both?  Did you find    the ending surprising or did it fit in with his character?  Explain. 15 points

3. What did you learn about African culture that you didn’t know or weren’t sure of before you read the novel?  Explain at least five aspects of Africa you learned about from the book.  15 points

4. *Both Malcolm X and Okonkwo were proud men.  How were they similar? How were they different?  Would they have had anything in common?  Explain.  20 Points  *Students had also read the Autobiography of Malcolm X
5. Explain how and why the Christians were able to establish a church in remote Nigeria and eventually take over.  Use events from the book to support your opinion.  25 points.  

William Butler Yeats (1865-1939)

                THE SECOND COMING

     Turning and turning in the widening gyre 

    The falcon cannot hear the falconer; 

    Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold; 

    Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, 

    The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere 

    The ceremony of innocence is drowned; 

    The best lack all convictions, while the worst 

    Are full of passionate intensity.

    Surely some revelation is at hand; 

    Surely the Second Coming is at hand. 

    The Second Coming! Hardly are those words out 

    When a vast image out of Spiritus Mundi 

    Troubles my sight: a waste of desert sand; 

    A shape with lion body and the head of a man, 

    A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun, 

    Is moving its slow thighs, while all about it 

    Wind shadows of the indignant desert birds. 

    The darkness drops again but now I know 

    That twenty centuries of stony sleep 

    Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradle, 

    And what rough beast, its hour come round at last, 

    Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born?
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