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Grade Category 2nd - 3rd 
Lesson Time 40 min
Goals 
1. Students will understand the effect size, vibration speed, and tightness of drumhead have on 
pitch

2. Students will understand how to make sounds on the Dondo

3. Students will understand call and response form

4. Students will understand the Adowa ensemble and its relation to culture of Ghana

5. Students will understand the function of the bell (adawia) in an Adowa ensemble
Objectives  
1. Students will make accurate predictions about size, vibration speed, and pitch

2. Students will take turns playing high and low sounds on dondo

3. Students will listen and move to “Omo,” showing call and response form with their body

4. Students will identify western ensembles and function in culture, compare to Adowa in Ghana 

5. Students will compare and contrast bell rhythm to other rhythms and discuss similarities

6. Students will learn to play the bell pattern

7. Students will compose in groups a bell pattern to accompany the song “Kye Kye Kule”

Content Standards 
1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.

5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials 
1. ROR book (p. 33) & CD
2. African Lullaby CD, track 2
3. Dondo drum
4. Instruments to demonstrate pitch relationship to size, vibration speed: soprano & alto recorder, large & small hand drums, rubber bands, slinky, guitar, pictures of vocal cords, etc.
5. Metal instruments for students (bells, cymbals, triangles, etc.)
6. Song “Kye Kye Kule”
Student Skill Level 
1. Students will already be familiar with the song “Kye Kye Kule.”

2. Students will already understand how vibration makes sound and how sound waves travel.
3. Students will already be familiar with the instrument families and why they are categorized in 
the way they are.
Procedure 
1. Discuss relationship of pitch, size, vibration speed with demonstrations.

2. Have students feel their vocal cords or buzz lips while making high/low sounds.

3. Introduce Dondo and question what instrument family it belongs in, how to play, lead students to discover how it works.

4. Listen to dondo recording “Omo”.
a. Talking drum only, move in place

b. 1 voice, statue

c. Multiple voices, move around room

5. Question where instrument is from, language, form.
6. Lead students to discover call/response form.
7. Compare what we know about familiar ensembles (rock band, symphony, jazz band) to Adowa ensemble.
8. Expect to see certain instruments, hear certain patterns, etc.


Ex:  sopranos usually have melody, rock band usually has guitars, jazz ensemble will 
have piano, bass, drum, Adowa ensemble has certain instruments, compare to a family, 
bell is most important.

9. Learn bell part from ROR.
10. Compare other parts to bell part, discover similarities.
11. Play bell part on various metal instruments that are available.
12. Refer to “Kye Kye Kule” (learned previously).
13. Have students in groups write a bell part for the song with similar rhythm patterns from the song.

14. Students present bell parts for rest of class while others sing.
Student Product 
Students will compose (in groups) a bell part to accompany the song “Kye Kye Kule” and will perform for the class while audience sings.  

Assessment
1. Teacher-student discussion of pitch relationship to size, vibration speed

2. Teacher observation of student movement demonstrating form

3. Teacher observation of student performances/presentations of composed bell parts for “Kye 
Kye Kule”
Reflection 
In my experience, students love to understand and experiment with how sound is produced, how it travels, and how to manipulate it.  
Resources 
1. “African Lullaby” CD $15.98; Available at
http://www.therelaxationcompany.com/ellipsisarts.html
2. Kye Kye Kule in textbook Share the Music grade 2 & CD accompaniment
3. Zimani’s Drum: A Malawian Tale retold by Melinda Lilly

Next Lesson Extension: Read “Zimani’s Drum,” discuss how each character might sound on the drum and might move.  Compose a sound and movement for each character and read book with a drum circle accompaniment & choreography.  
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