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Grade Category 

8th
Lesson Time 
40 minute class periods.

Several lessons in a longer unit (the entire ROR unit will take some weeks). 

Goals 
1. To have the students be introduced to the culture and history of Ghana. 

2. To have the students experiment with the different sounds the Dondo makes.   

3. To have the students learn elementary building skills from making their own Dondo.

4. To have the students use the Dondo as auditory illustrations for a folk tale.

5. To have the students effectively assess others’ performance.

Objectives  

1. The students will make a Dondo (talking drum).  

2. The students will be able to play their drum and a real Dondo and try to make it talk.

3. The students will learn traditional rhythms and notate them in TUBS and standard notation. 

4. The students will write a “folk tale” and illustrate it aurally, working cooperatively.

5. The students will research facts about Ghana and its culture, sharing with the class.
Content Standards
1. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
2. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.

3. Composing music within specific guidelines.

4. Reading and notating music.

5. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
6. Evaluating music and music performances.
7. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
8. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials
1. Background information from ROR curriculum and fun sheet.
2. Materials for building homemade Dondo and directions from ROR curriculum.
3. Percussion instruments.

4. Assessment rubrics (teacher created).

5. Suggested websites on Ghana: (computer lab)


http://www.africaguide.com/country/ghana/culture.htm

http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/cultural/oldworld/africa/ashanti_culture.html

http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0107584.html

http://www.library.yale.edu/~fboateng/fbhp.htm

http://www.africanart.com/index.asp?PageAction=CUSTOM&ID=4
6. Jumbo Book of Music, Dunleavy, Kids Can Press (Shona hand-clapping patterns)

7. Patikin (World Tales of Drums and Dummers), Jaffe, Cricket Books (p. xi; p. 24)
8. TUBS notation sheets and staff paper.

9. Flag of Ghana (printed out; see below from

 http://www.enchantedlearning.com/africa/ghana/flag/Flagbwhuge.shtml)




Student Skill Level
1. Introductory listening/response to recorded music

2. Direct instruction of playing the Dondo 

3. Some understanding of the TUBS system and standard notation

4. Some experience with tools and instrument building.

Procedure
1. Students will read the background information on Ghana and the Dondo. 


a. Students will have an in class discussion on the material, comparing listening

 examples, and the visual art of Ghana. Color the flag of Ghana and complete the

 fun sheet.(1 class period or more as needed).


b. Computer investigation of facts about Ghana, finding a folk tale of Ghana, and possibly



children’s game or ideas on how drums are used in this society (1 class period).

c. Possibly ask the middle school Social Studies and/or Art teacher for some cooperation

 or if she would like an opportunity to integrate some things during this time.

2. Read from Patikin World Tales, about African drumming.
3. Students will build their own Dondo (according to directions in curriculum) and decorate it (2


class periods or more if needed). These will be displayed.

4. Students will learn traditional rhythms using TUBS notation.  They will start with single layers

 and build up to multilayered rhythms, finally transferring TUBS to traditional musical

 notation. They will be clapped first and then transferred to the drum. (several class

 periods).

5. Students will play the Dondo in a drum circle situation, practicing traditional rhythms, and

 making their drum “talk”.  Students will also play other percussion instruments within 

 the drum circle. (Some time during several class periods).

6. Students will be asked to facilitate the drum circle after practicing the rhythms.  

7. Students will learn a traditional singing game of Ghana in class as researched. (1 class period).

8. Students will create a “folk tale” cooperatively and decide how to illustrate it aurally, using a

 variety of percussion (several periods as needed).

a. Students will review what makes a good story or tale.

b. Students will form cooperative groups to write a folk tale with the guidelines given in

 class.


c. Students will choose sounds, instruments, and props to “illustrate” their folk tale.


d. All students will have a performing role within the group.

9. Students will perform their “tale” for the class, and assess the other groups. (final class period

 of the chapter).
Student Product 
1. Student will have a Dondo to take home.

2. Student will create a “folk tale” and a presentation.

3. Student will have more knowledge of Ghanaian culture, traditions, and games.

4. Student will have TUBS notation sheets and traditional notation of rhythms.

Assessment 
1. Students will research one or more facts/ideas from the Internet about Ghana, handing in a

 small written sheet.   

2. Students will build a Dondo. (Teacher created rubric for assessment).

3. Students will work cooperatively to complete their presentation.

4. Students will hand in a performance assessment rubric for the other groups.

4. Students will actively participate in all these activities.  

Reflection
There will be a bit of an issue about the cost of the materials to build the instruments.  The budget can be utilized to purchase items that will be kept, such as hammers, but the students can be assessed a small fee for materials as they will be keeping the drums.  The students will have a variety of experiences and it should not be difficult to engage them.  Percussion seems to “grab” students.

Resources
Roots of Rhythm curriculum. 

Computer study of Ghana, including singing games, children’s games, other instruments and

facts.  Try a game in class.

Possibly ask a native Ghanaian from the University close by to come in to speak to the students, or someone skilled in world percussion

The following website has other lessons and teaching ideas:

 http://www.smithsonianglobalsound.org/teaching_activities.aspx
This website is for students to develop pen pals from Ghana:


http://www.studentsoftheworld.info/penpals/penpal_ads.php?Pays_Choisi=GHA
This website has lots of recordings to purchase (not only African but other world music):


http://www.loc.gov/folklife/teachers/distributor_list.php?distributor=World+Music+Press
A traditional children’s game website:


http://www.cocojams.com/games_children_play.htm
This website is a social justice project which our students could research and donate to:


http://www.cas-ghana.com/
This link has landscape pictures of Ghana and traditional designs for decorations:


http://www.africanart.com/index.asp?PageAction=CUSTOM&ID=4
.

Assessment Rubric # 1

Building the Dondo-Chapter 5

 







    Name___________________

     Total Points______________

     Grade for Project__________

Your project will be assessed based on the criteria listed below.  You will fill out a rubric and your teacher will fill one out, and your grade will be averaged from the two. 

1, Were you familiar with the directions before you began?  1
    2
    3
    4
    5








not at all


very

2. Did you assemble all materials before starting?
    1
    2
    3
    4
    5

no I kept


yes I going back


did

3, Does your Dondo have all its parts?

                 1
    2
    3
    4
    5








missing several


has 








vital parts


all

4. Are your drumheads tight, making the proper sounds?    1
    2
    3
    4
    5








no tone

                     excellent

5. Is your Dondo decorated?



    1
    2
    3
    4
    5








not at all

        very much

6. Are your decorations appropriate?


    1
    2
    3
    4
    5








not at all

        very much

7. Does it look similar to a real Dondo?


    1
    2
    3
    4
    5

not at all

        very much

8. Did you stay on task during the time allowed?
   
    1
    2
    3
    4
    5

not at all

        very much








I wasted time

  I concentrated

9, Did you and your partner work cooperatively?

    1
    2
    3
    4
    5

not at all

        very much

10. Can you play your own Dondo?


    1
    2
    3
    4
    5

not at all
Ok
I can make a lot 

 I cannot                
of sounds

Comments:

Assessment Rubric # 2

Folk Tale Performance-Chapter 5, Dondo

 Name of Group___________________

                                                                               Total Points______________

                                                                                            Grade for Project________________

Your group performance will be assessed based on the criteria listed below.  You will fill out a rubric and your teacher will fill one out, and your grade will be averaged from the two. 

1,  Did you know what a folk tale is?                                      1
    2
    3
    4
    5








not at all


yes

2.  Did you find at least one example of an African
     1
    2
    3
    4
    5

     folk tale?





none

    yes I found several




3,   Does your folk tale make sense?

                  1
    2
    3
    4
    5








No, very 

        excellent








Disjointed

4.  Was your group’s presentation polished and ready?        1
    2
    3
    4
    5








no

                     excellent

5.  Did all members have an appropriate role?

    1
    2
    3
    4
    5








no, some 

        very much








did nothing

6.  Are your percussion sounds appropriate?

    1
    2
    3
    4
    5








not at all

        very much

7.  Did you use the Dondo in your presentation?

    1
    2
    3
    4
    5

not at all

        very much

8.  Did you stay on task during the time allowed?
   
    1
    2
    3
    4
    5

not at all

        very much








I wasted time

  I concentrated

9,  Did you and your group work cooperatively?

    1
    2
    3
    4
    5

not at all

        very much

10. Was your group’s tale and presentation original?
   1
    2
    3
    4
    5

not at all
Ok
     very creative 

Comments:
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