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Grade Category 

Middle School (6-8)
Lesson Time 

A unit of instruction presented over several class periods
Goals 

1. Introduce students to the history, geography and culture of Ghana.

2. Introduce students to the instruments and rhythms of Ghana.

2. Enable students to construct a dondo and perform with it.

2. Develop students’ ability to compose short ensembles with multiple percussion parts.

3. Develop students’ ability to notate their original compositions so that they may be preserved

    and performed at a later time.

4. Develop and encourage teamwork and community within the classroom.
Objectives  

Each student will: 

1. Learn about the history, geography and culture of Ghana.

2. Construct a Dondo with the materials and instructions presented in the Roots of Rhythm curriculum materials.

3. Play the Dondo along with the Roots of Rhythm companion CD (tracks 42 – 49).

4. Perform as a member of an ensemble using the dondo and several other percussion instruments from the traditions of Ghana.
5. Compose an original composition using TUBS notation, and perform it as a member of a student-led percussion ensemble.
6. Use the dondo to “talk” to others by simulating tonal speech patterns.
7. Explore the relationships between the pitches produced on the dondo and the degree of tension on the drumheads. 
Content Standards 
1. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

2. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.

3. Composing and arranging music within specific guidelines.

4. Reading and notating music

5. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

6. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Materials
1. Drums in several sizes (low/mediumj/high), gonkogui in two sizes, cowbells, shakers or rattles
2. A self-made dondo for each student (for materials and procedures see Instrument Making Notes in the Roots of Rhythm curriculum).  Students will construct their own donno during this lesson. (Note: singular = dondo, plural = donno).
3. TUBS notation sheets

4. CD Player

5. Roots of Rhythm Curriculum and companion CD

6. Map and Flag (reproducible) of Ghana

7. Poster (Ghana) from Music Around the World Poster Set (see references)

8.  Additional materials may include video clips, and realia (i.e. kente cloth samples) to enhance the history and culture background presentation

Student Skill Level  
From prior class lessons and activities, students will:

1.  Have a clear understanding of the behavioral expectations and protocol for participation in drumming activities.

2.  Understand how to participate as a member of a musical ensemble, the concept of sound and rest (“give and take”) and how to follow a leader.

3. Demonstrate the proper techniques for handling and playing the various percussion instruments.

4. Have some understanding of the TUBS notation system

Procedure 

1. Begin by briefly presenting some background information on the history, geography and culture of Ghana.  This can be done with the assistance of several multimedia materials (i.e. PowerPoint presentation, posters, maps, slides, video, audio, etc.).  A map is included in this lesson plan so that students may fill in names of places, bodies of water and other pertinent information, if desired. A flag outline is also included. However, the coloring activity may be omitted for older students. An authentic flag is preferable.  Background information is available in the Roots of Rhythm curriculum materials and in World Percussion Drumming – A Cross-Cultural Curriculum (see resources).  

2. Each student will construct a dondo as presented in the Roots of Rhythm curriculum (for materials and procedures see Instrument Making Notes in the Roots of Rhythm curriculum).

a. Teacher will demonstrate construction method (breaking the large task up into several 
smaller steps)


b. Students will work on the construction their own drums as the teacher moves about the 
room to facilitate and support the activity.

The drum-making activity may take an entire class period to complete.
3. After completion of the drum-making activity, the students will take a few minutes to explore the tonal capabilities of their newly created donno    
4. The students will play along with the Roots of Rhythm companion CD (tracks 42 – 49) while observing the TUBS notation to assist with accuracy.  

5. Using the other drums in the classroom collection i.e. (tubanos, gonkogui, cowbells, shakers, etc.) AND the new student-made donno, the students will warm up as an ensemble playing pieces, which were learned in previous class lessons.  The group will make use of as many of the new donno as is practical, but a multi-part ensemble will be present at all times.  The other drum and bell parts may be thinly covered by just a few students to enable most of the class to experiment with their new self-made instruments, After awhile, direct students to switch to another instrument, thus allowing everyone an opportunity to play the dondo in the ensemble. (Note:  This is simply a scaffolding activity. Care must be taken to ensure that too much time is not spent on this step).  The composition/notation task (steps 5-6) is of primary importance.

6. Divide the class into groups of 5-6 students.  Allow 10-12 minutes for the groups to:


a. Select a leader 


b. Compose a short piece, using several different percussion instruments AND the new 



dondo.


c.  Practice the composition several times

7. The students will work as a team to notate their compositions using the TUBS notation charts.


a. A brief review of TUBS notation with the entire group may be helpful here


b. It may be helpful to discuss the procedure for notating the first part together while 
using the board or an overhead projector.


c.  As the groups work together on the notation task, the teacher will move around to 
facilitate and support as needed.

8. The students will perform their compositions for the class under the direction of their student leaders.

9.  Extension Activities:  

Extension Activity Number One: Use the Donno to Create Non-Verbal Messages and Conversations.
1.  Discuss ways that humans can send signals over distances without using their voices 
(bugle calls, smoke signals, signal fires, mirrors reflecting sunlight, bells, etc.)

2.  Students create a list of commonly used non-verbal cues in their daily lives (i.e. school bell; fire, earthquake, hurricane or tsunami alerts; ice cream truck sounds; bell or horn to end a shift at work; etc.)

3. Explain to the class that he talking drummer uses the left arm to control the tone of each syllable the dondo speaks. The drum is used to recreate the characteristics of the language.  The rhythms, pitches, and the rising and falling syllables of the language are all represented in the drumming.
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4.  Divide the class into several small groups (“villages”) of 3-4 students each.

5. The groups will determine several important messages that they would like to be able to send to another “village” (i.e. help is needed, danger/warning, greetings, etc.). 

6. Group members will work together using their donno to create a talking drum version of their important messages.

7. The students will work as a team to notate their messages using the TUBS notation charts.

As the groups work together on the notation task, the teacher will move around to facilitate and support as needed.

8.  After the groups have developed their message signals, they “send” their messages to the other “villages” by playing them together as a team.  The listeners try to “receive” the message and determine what was “spoken by the drums.   

9.  The activity ends as the entire class performs a dondo signal together (powerful!).

Extension Activity Number Two: Learn about the Science of Sound.

1. Explore the phenomenon of changing pitch and varied tension.  Provide several items, which will enable students to experiment and explore this concept.  Possible suggestions may include: 

a. Rubber bands stretched and relaxed while plucked with the fingers.  Using several different thicknesses and lengths while stretched across a box may be helpful too. 
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b. Balloons filled with air and pinched at the opening as the air is allowed to escape (tension should be changed by stretching tighter and looser)
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c. Timpani with a clear drum head and a working foot pedal mechanism.
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d. Plucking the string of a stringed instrument as the tuning peg is tightened and loosened.
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2. Allow students to develop an understanding of how the pitch can be changed as the tension is altered. Tight = High, Loose = Low
Student Product  
1. Self-made dondo

2. TUBS notation of original composition and signal message
Assessment 

The teacher will observe students to determine the answers to the following questions:
1. Were the students able to successfully construct the dondo?

2. Were the students able to successfully demonstrate the qualities and tonal variations of the dondo?

3. Were the students able to successfully create a multi-part composition for percussion 

ensemble using the dondo as one of the parts?

4.  Were the students able to accurately notate their compositions using the TUBS notation system?

5. Were the students able to successfully perform their compositions for the class?

6. Extensions: 

a. Were the students able to successfully demonstrate the use of the dondo as a communication device?

b. Did the students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between pitch change and tension change?

Reflection

This section will be completed after the lesson has been completed.

Resources

Mader, James and Corbiere, Paul.  Music of the Village, Palm Beach, Florida, Musithang Publications, 2003.

Schmid, Will.  World Percussion Drumming – A Cross-Cultural Curriculum. Milwaukee, Wisconsin: Hal Leonard Corporation, 1998.

Schmid, Will.  World Percussion Drumming – A Cross-Cultural Student Enrichment Book, Milwaukee, Wisconsin: Hal Leonard Corporation, 1998.

Schmidt-Jones, Catherine. Talking Drums.  Connextions, 

http://cnx.org/content/m11872/latest/

Smithsonian Global Sound, The Music of Ghana,

www.smithsonianglobalsound.org/archives_16.aspx
Sounds Like Science-Drums

www.reachoutmichigan.org/funexperiments/ agesubject/lessons/other/una4.html

Sounds Like Science-Guitars

www.reachoutmichigan.org/funexperiments/ agesubject/lessons/other/una5.html

Music Around the World Poster Set (set of six posters 12”x18”) featuring the instruments of Mexico, Scotland, Ghana, Austria, China and the United States.  Catalog Number A2710

www.friendshiphouse.com
Printable Outline Map of Ghana (to label and color)

www.abcteach.com/Maps/ghana.htm
Printable Outline Flag of Ghana (to color) 

www.abcteach.com/flags/new_flags/ghana_flag.htm
Slide Show Online (Ghana)

www.dcs.kcl.ac.uk/staff/purver/gallery/slideshow.php?set_albumName=ghana-burkina-2005
Virtual Field Trip (on the CARE website)

www.careusa.org/vft/ghana/index.asp
Sound Production on Instruments and with the Human Voice - Grade Four  (An instructional unit developed by the Ohio Department of Education) 

ttps://ims.ode.state.oh.us/ODE/ IMS/Lessons/Content/CAM_LP_S03_BB_L04_I05_01.pdf

Map of Ghana
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