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Grade Category 4th – 5th 
Lesson Time African Unit- 4-5 weeks in bi-weekly classes of 35 minutes each.
Goals 
1. Cultural acceptance - any barriers more taken down.
2. Music appreciation of another culture

3. JOY of playing African music!! 
4. Collaboration with 4-5 grade teachers where willing and possible with their social studies, their 
art, and science. 
Objectives 
N/A

Content Standards
1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. - IIA2
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. IIA2
3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments. IIB5
4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.
5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture. - IIA3
Materials 
1. My Dondo
2. ROR book- pages 33-38
3. 15 hand drums, 2 agogo bells
4. Enlarged flag of Ghana and picture of Dondo
5. “Sing ‘Round the World,” vol. 1, arr. by Shirley W> McRae, Memphis Musicraft Pub., 1990
6. Materials for making student dondos- in Percussion making book- page 6

a. 2 #10 cans
b. 2 Embroidery hoops- 10”x2
c. PVC tape- colors
d. Cardboard box (shoebox size)
e. Bamboo stick- ¼” x 12”
f. Strapping tape
g. Dowel 3/8” x 9”
h. Talcum powder
i. Hammer
j. Scissors

Student Skill Level
1. They will have done the Djembe unit first and learned to play and hear high/low tones of the 
drum. 
2. They will know “Che Che Koolay" from 2-3 grades. It will just need a brief review
Procedure
1. Introduction- The talking drum of Ghana
      a. World map- find Ghana, look at flag, give some history, cultural background

2. Show Dondo. 
      a. Listen to ROR CD and Dondo ensemble- #42. Here it talk?? Use the Dondo to say the 
student’s names

3. Make their own Dondo- follow steps in Percussion making booklet page 6
4. Playing the Dondo

      a. Imitate teacher in high/low practice with the dondo talking drum

      b. Work with a partner to practice and have a “conversation” with their drums

      c. ROR CD- track 42, then 43-49

5. Adowa Ensemble- page 38 of ROR book

     a. Tubs notation on overhead for the ensemble parts

     b. Tell story of Queen Mother and the meaning of “Adowa” – antelope

     c. 1- adawai (bells) 2. Apentema (hand drums) 3. petia (Djembe) 4. Then each Dondo
     d. Add each part, switch parts several times so students get to try different ones.

6.Final performance- create Adowa dance movements to go with the ensemble, by working in small groups

7.Song- Review “Che Che Koolay” – review the form as call and response. (Echoing the same thing)
     a. Once comfortable with the song, put 3 parts onto drums Che Che koolay group, che che 
kofisa group, and koffi salanga group 
     b. Keep adding parts till all 3 rhythmic ostinatos are playing at the same time

8. Talking signals for their class
     a. Imitate several drumming “signals’ from the teacher

     b. Explore our own “classroom” signals- talking drums were used in battle to give 
commands to warriors out in the field.i.e. - Fire drill, go outside, may I please use the 
restroom? (would this Q end high or low?? – explore this)

9. Assign each small group one signal to notate as high/low that all the class could read and play

     a. Pass out tubs notation paper and pencils- go over the boxes as sub-divided beats

10. New Song/Game “Tue, Tue forms Sing ‘Round the World, page 22-23

     a. Worlds on overhead

     b. What is the form?? Call and response

     c. Once they know the song- create their own drum ostinato rhythms  

     d. Stone game taught, directions on page 23

Student Product 
1. Their own Dondo instrument

2. Able to create the high/low with the Dondo drum

3. Funsheet
4. TUBS notation- their own “classroom signals” notated 

Assessment 
1. Written and playing assessment- their small group work on “classroom signals” notation and in 
hearing each small group play I can assess the student’s competency.

2. Participatory- giving effort to learn

3. Students will be able to play high/ low with their talking drum alone and with others in 
ensembles
4. Students will create appropriate movements reflecting the mood of the Adowa ensemble 
Reflection
Parent helpers the week we make the dondos and djembes would be helpful- extra adult hands to help with the crazy tape!
Resources  

1. Genuine African dances—Music Magic: Styles of Dance

2. Guest artist/percussionist into the 4-5 grades to lead a special drumming circle

3. The Drum Circle story

PAGE  
1

