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Grade Category:  Elementary, Second Grade Music Class

Lesson Time:  

Multiple lessons in the unit with the total length dependant upon resources made available to the teacher.

Goals:

1.  Cross-curricular connections:  Geography; History; Fine Arts—Dance/Movement; Visual Arts; science (sound); Life Skills—cooking of foods; Media Center—book center; Physical Education—cultural games; Language Arts—writing, reading.

2.  Comparison of cultures—our culture versus Ghana culture.

3.  Learning rhythmic concepts through the use of songs and games.

Objectives

1.  Understanding African music characteristics; importance of the drum.

2.  Develop an understanding of what a day would be like living in Ghana.

3.  Learning rhythmic movement (with body and instruments) using songs and games from Ghana.

4.  To experience traditional Ghanaian foods.

5.  To create a dondo and learn to play it in a traditional ensemble (from the ROR curriculum).

6.  To develop an understanding of the various similarities and differences of our culture as compared to the culture of Ghana.

Content Standards

1.  Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

2.  Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

4.  Composing and arranging music within specific guidelines.

5.  Reading and notating music.

6.  Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

7.  Evaluating music and music performances.

8.  Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

9.  Understanding music in relationship to history and culture.

Materials

1.  Ghana poster and branch to add to the “Roots of Rhythm:  World Drumming” Tree.

2.  Map/flag handout and world map for location.  www.enchantedlearning.com,etc.

3.  Books from the Medina County Library for the reading center in the classroom.  Those books include:


*The People of Africa and Their Food Ann L. Burckhard, Capstone Press ISBN #1-56065-434-1


The Multicultural Cookbook for Students Carole Lisa Albyn, Oryx Press ISBN #0-89774-735-6


Food and Festivals:  West Africa Alison Browlie, Steck-Vaughn Publishing ISBN #0-8172-5552-4


Eyewitness Books:  Africa Yvonne Ayo, Alfred A. Knowpf Publishing ISBN #0-679-97334-6


*Traditions from Africa Vivien Golding, Steck-Vaughn Publishing ISBN #0-8172-5382-3


*A Child’s Day In a Ghanaian City Francis Provencal, Benchmark Books ISBN #0-7614-1223-9


Explore Africa Bobbie Kalman, Crabtree Publishing ISBN #10:0-7787-3070-0








    ISBN #13:978-0-7787-3070-5


Africa Is Not A Country Margy Burns Knight, Millbrook Press ISBN #0-7613-1266-8


West Africa Tony Binns, Steck-Vaughn Publishing ISBN #0-8172-5400-5


*The Asante of West Africa Jamie Hetfield, Powerkids Press ISBN #0-8239-2329-0


*Cultures of the World of Ghana Patricia Levy, Marshall Cavendish Publishing 









ISBN #0-7614-0952-1


*Countries of the World:  Ghana Lucile Davis, Bridgestone Books ISBN #0-7368-0069-7


*Ghana—Enchantment of the World Ettagale Blauer, Children’s Press ISBN #0-516-21053-X


Ghana Jeanie M. Barnett, Chelsea House Publishers ISBN #0-7910-4739-3

*The books marked with (*) will be used in various lessons in the unit.

4.  Share the Music Grade 3 page 2 “Jambo” and pages 5-7 and 18-19 “Obo Asi Me Nsa” and stone passing game.

5.  Share the Music Grade 2 page 9 “Kye Kye Kule” and page 13 “Head and Shoulders, Baby”

6.  Share the Music Grade 2 page 106-107 “Eh Soom Boo Kawaya” Dondo drum

7.  Share the Music Grade 2 page 309 “Tue, Tue”

8.  Share the Music Grade 5 page 18-19 “Ev’rybody Loves Saturday Night”

9.  Chart Paper/Poser Board

10.  Group supply containers (each includes the group color, markers, crayons, scissors, and glue)

11.  TUBS paper for notation

12.  Plastic cups to be used for the stone passing game.

13.  Materials to construct Dondo (ROR text)

14.  ROR Funsheet for Dondo/Ghana

15.  Instruments to play:  Dondo and classroom instrument:  bongos, cowbell, and gathering drums.

16.  The following web sites for research and other information pertinent to the learning outcomes:


www.city.net/countries/ghana

www.ghana.gov.gh

www.ghanareview.co.uk

www.ghana.com/republic/index.html

www.cia.gov/cia/publications/fact-book/gh.html
17.  The following address to be used in the lesson:


Embassy of Ghana


3512 International Drive NW


Washington, DC 20008


Ghana High Commission


1 Clemow Ave


Ottawa, Ontario


K1S2A9


Canada

18.  Fact Sheet (key points from the chapter) on the Dondo and Ghana

Student Skill Level

Students will have a prior knowledge of basic music concepts of steady beat, notation (quarter note and eighth notes), and playing instruments with proper technique.  Students will have previously learned the melodies associated with certain songs presented in the lesson.  TUBS system will have previously been taught.  Students will have prior experience with tools and instrument building.  Students will have a limited prior knowledge of movement patterns.  Students will have prior understanding of the Roots of Rhythm curriculum.  Finally, students will also have a prior understanding of how music is used in our culture and how music brings people together (a theme/unit I use at the beginning of the school year).  Students will also understand how our ROR tree branches work—as we add a branch for each chapter of the curriculum.

Students will be prepared for this lesson with above mentioned items based on prior music class instruction.

Procedure

1.  Students add the Dondo/Ghana branch to the Roots of Rhythm World Drumming tree on the bulletin board.

2.  Students read the Dondo/Ghana Fact Sheet as a class and discuss key points, points of interest, and questions they have regarding what they read.

3.  Students listen to the story “A Child’s Day In A Ghanaian City” which describes what activities a child living in Ghana would do on a normal day.

4.  Class discusses the story—what was interesting, what did they find similar to their day, what did they have questions about.  As the class discusses, create a poster on chart paper noting the differences and similarities between the American culture and the Ghanaian culture.

5.  Students review “Kye Kye Kule” (Share the Music Grade 2) by singing the echo sections of the song.

6.  Students review “Head and Shoulders, Baby” (Share the Music Grade 2) by singing the entire song.

7.  Class discusses the similarities and differences between these two songs, the first being from Ghana and the second an African American song.

8.  Students look at the following books to continue the discussion on similarities and differences of the two cultures:


“Traditions from Africa” Vivien Golding



Music and Dance section on pages 22-30



Also discuss the section on how children are named in Ghana


“Ghana—Enchantment of the World” Ettagle Blauer  



Explanation of the branches of Ghanaian Government



See the Ghana National Anthem



Read Chapter 9—Rhythms of Life


“Cultures of the World:  Ghana” Patricia Levy

includes:  Geography, History, Government, Economy, Lifestyle, Religion, Language, Arts, Leisure, Festivals, and Food

9.  Reassess our poster from step 4 above by adding new information.

10.  Students complete the map/flag activity while listening to the song “Obo Asi Me Nsa”

11.  Students construct a Dondo (ROR text)

12.  Students work on Funsheet when they finish their Dondo.  (They will need to use the supplies from their group containers)

13.  Begin learning the Dondo rhythms from the ROR text and play along with the ROR CD.

14.  Create different rhythms to be played in the ensemble by using the TUBS notation system.  

a. Students will receive a copy of the TUBS notation paper (one copy per cooperative learning group).  

b. Group members will work together to create their own Dondo rhythms.  They will create the number of Dondo rhythms based on the number of members of their group.  

c. The group will then practice together.  

d. We will finish with a performance for the class.

15.  The class will begin to learn “Obo Asi Me Nsa” (Share the Music Grade 3)


a.  Students begin by patting the steady beat on beats 1 and 2 while not patting on beats 3 and 4.

b. We continue by beginning the basic motions for the stone passing game.

Pat left on Beat 1.  Pat right on Beat 2.  Thumbs up on Beat 3.  Thumbs up on Beat 4.

c. Do the stone passing game motions while singing the song.

d. Move students to a circle and perform the movements while saying “grab, pass, thumbs, thumbs.”
e. Continue to say the above while listening to the song.

f. Transfer to singing while doing the motions from letter d and e above.

16.  Explain the directions for the stone passing game.

a. Each student will receive a plastic cup.  Written in the bottom of four cups is an “X”.

b. As we sing the song, students do the motions grab, pass, thumbs, thumbs.  

c. When the song ends, pick up the cup and check the bottom.  If there is an “X” those individuals move to their Dondos.

d. Dondo players will play the following while the game continues—low, low, high, high to match the motions grab, pass, thumbs, thumbs.
e. Game continues until there are just two people left and we finish by having our winner.

17.  Students learn to play the game Big Snake.  Directions found in Countries of the World:  Ghana.  Game is found on page 22.

18.  Discuss how this game is similar, yet different, from our game of tag.

19.  We complete our study of Ghana, we will experience different foods from Ghana as found in the book The Multicultural Cookbook for Students.  

a. During our festivities we will play games, sing songs, use our dondos, and prepare Ghanaian foods.   

b. We will be listening to the song “Eh Soom Boo Kawaya” (Share the Music Grade 2) which uses the dondo.  

c. We will also listen to “Tue, Tue” (Share the Music Grade 2).  

d. Finally we will listen to the song “Ev’rybody Loves Saturday Night” (Share the Music Grade 5) and discuss information about highlife groups and how they compare to bands from the USA.

20.  Students will be supplied with further information about Ghana by looking at the websites listed above.  They will be searching these web sites during their computer lab time with Mrs. Miyamoto.  We will continue to discuss their findings at various times in music class.

Student Product

1.  Colored Flag/Map worksheet.

2.  TUBS notation from group composition project.

3.  Complete ROR Funsheet.

4.  Playing/notating/reading/playing rhythms on their Dondos.

5.  Homemade Dondo, with decoration.

6.  Songs to sing while playing, clapping, and/or moving.

7.  Skill at playing, keeping the beat, and performing on their Dondo during the stone passing game.

8.  Group composition performances.

9.  Ghanaian foods made by the students.

Assessment

Participatory; skill-based as desired; skill for performance of the following:

1.  Students will take a end-of-unit quiz regarding information presented in the unit about the Dondo and Ghana.

2.  Performance of the Dondo rhythms using the TUBS notation.

3.  Singing of the songs in the unit.

4.  Playing of their instruments during various songs—making sure correct technique is used.

5.  Participation in the festival held at the end of the unit.

Reflection

Work to help all students participate and be engaged in the learning.  

Use music from the textbook series as much as possible to correlate to concepts needing to be addressed. 

Share personal ideas and recall what it was like when we first did the Dondo chapter ourselves.

Play games—students love them, especially the stone passing game.

Find stories from local libraries that students can identify with.

Resources

Many of the books listed under materials will be left on a table in my free-choice section of the room where students can take some time to look over them.  Ideas from these books will be passed to the physical education teacher to play some of the games in gym class.  Web sites will be shared with the computer lab teacher to include in their lessons with this particular grade.        
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