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Grade Category  

Elementary School (grades 3-5)
Lesson Time  

4-6 lesson unit 

Goals  
1. Cross-curricular connections to theater, visual arts, dance, language arts, science, history and geography.
2. Create a place for student’s to share their stories.
Objectives

1. Build a drum that has personal significance to the student: whether through history, materials, or decoration.

2. Tell one’s own family story through a composed musical performance.

3. Learn to how folk songs explain people’s history.

Content Standards

1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

3. Composing and arranging music within specific guidelines.

4. Reading and notating music.

5. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

6. Evaluating music and music performances.

7. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

8. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Materials

1. 20 “Family Question Sheets” (see attached)

2. Leadbelly’s recording of Bring Me a Little Water, Sylvie
3. Poster sized TUBS notation sheets in 8 and in 6

4. Classroom instruments

5. 20 Student Journals

6. Objects brought from home to make or decorate instruments.

7. 20 “Design a Drum” worksheets (see attached)

8. All leftover materials from previous drums (cans, pots, beans, etc.)

9. Colored PVC tape

10. Colored tape

11. Markers

12. Scissors

13. “Rhythm Sheets” in 8 and in 6 (see attached)

Student Skill Level  

Students must have experience in making different types of drums, reading TUBS notation, and playing instruments.

Procedure

1. Students fill out “Question Sheets” about themselves.  Discuss where our families are from and how we ended up in the same community.  

2. Learn to sing Bring Me a Little Water, Sylvie by rote.

3. Discuss African American work songs.  How do they tell the story of the lives of slaves?

4. Listen to Leadbelly’s recording of Bring Me a Little Water, Sylvie.

5. Create a class composition to accompany Bring Me a Little Water, Sylvie.  Write the TUBS notation on large paper and perform on classroom instruments.  Pick actors to act out the song while the rest of the class sings and plays.

6. Students write a family story in their journal.  This could be something that happened to them, their parents, grandparents, etc.  Share stories in small groups.  Homework is to collect objects from home to build an instrument that will symbolize their story.  i.e. boxes, cans, fabric, pictures

7. Learn to sing De Colores by rote in Spanish and English.

8. Discuss the story of Cesar Chavez and the United Farm Workers of America.  What is the purpose of De Colores as an anthem?

9. Create a class composition to accompany De Colores.  Write the TUBS notation on large paper and perform on classroom instruments.  Create a dance for students to perform.

10. Students fill out the “Design a Drum” worksheet.  Take time and make revisions if needed.

11. Students build their drum using the classroom materials and the materials they brought from home.

12. Have an exploration drum circle to hear the different sounds of the drums.

13. Fill out the “Rhythm Sheet” in small groups creating a two-part ostinato using the instruments they made.  The group may choose to work in 8 or in 6 beats, which relate back to Bring Me a Little Water, Sylvie and De Colores respectively.

14. Each group performs their composition and each group member introduces the instrument they created explaining how it relates to their family story.

15. Students meet in groups again and choose one family story from the group to create a composition/skit/dance.  Use large paper to notate ideas however the group chooses.  Students may use any instruments or props available in the classroom.  Perform compositions for the class.

Student Product

1. Completed “Family Question Sheet”.

2. Class composition and skit to accompany Bring Me a Little Water, Sylvie.

3. Journal Entry: My Family Story.

4. Class composition and dance to accompany De Colores.

5. Completed “Design a Drum” worksheet.

6. Personally designed, homemade drum.

7. Group composition using “Rhythm Sheets”

8. Group composition/skit/dance notated on paper and performed.

Assessment

Written and performance based assessment.  “Design a Drum” worksheet demonstrates knowledge of the parts of the instrument and their function.  Group compositions are notated and performed demonstrating understanding of TUBS notation and skill playing instruments.
Reflection

I want this unit to be very creative and have a lot of freedom, however I still want my students to create something that has a deep meaning to them.  That is why there are so many writing prompts and worksheets so students will feel that they designed something special and so they gain insight into the compositional process.  The “Design a Drum” worksheet is most crucial.  Students should have a clear idea of what their drum will look like and should be able to explain its significance.
Family Question Sheet

1. My name is ________________________________________.

2. My classroom teacher’s name is _______________________.

3. My mother’s name is _________________________________.

4. My father’s name is __________________________________.

5. I have ____________________________ brothers and sisters.

6. My family is from ____________________________________.

7. We like to eat __________________________________ food.

8. We listen to ___________________________________ music.

9. The holidays we celebrate are _________________________.

10.  A family tradition we have is __________________________.
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Name:  ________________________

Classroom Teacher:  _____________

Design A Drum
1. My drum will be named _______________________________.

2. The body of my drum will be made out of _________________.

3. The drumhead will be made out of ______________________. 

4. The colors of my drum will be __________________________.

5. These colors represent _______________________________.

6. I will decorate my drum with ___________________________.

7. The object I brought from home is ______________________.

8. It is important because _______________________________


_________________________________________________.

9. This is a drawing of my drum showing all the colors and decoration.  
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