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Toledo, Ohio
Grade Category Elementary
Lesson Time Two fifty-minute class periods
Goals Introduce students to the instruments, rhythms and stories of Ghana.
Objectives  
Each student will: 

1. Learn several rhythmic ostinatos and perform them on the drums and the Orff instruments.

2. Create a rhythmic ostinato to be played during the performance of the folktale.
 
Content Standards 
1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.

8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Materials
1. Drums
2. Orff instruments
3. Copy of the story, song, and accompaniment

Student Skill Level  
Students will have already made their dondos and had some experience playing them. 
Procedure 

1. The class will learn each rhythmic pattern using body percussion.
2. Divide class in half and practice two rhythmic patterns at once. Switch parts.
3. Divide into thirds and put all three parts together.

4. Learn song.  Divide class in half and have half sing song while the rest clap a rhythm.  Once         

students are successful add another part.

5. Perform story using body percussion.

6. Have students put their parts on the drum.  Try to get the high and low sounds of the body 

percussion on the drum.

7. Perform the story again using the drums.

8. Add Orff accompaniment.

9. Have each student create a wisdom ostinato for the pot on the drum or the Orff instruments using C pentatonic

10. Perform the story again and add several new pieces of wisdom each time the song is sung.
Student Product  
Student’s own wisdom for the pot
Assessment 
Student will share his/her wisdom ostinato with the class and it will become part of the story.  The class will present the story to the K-2 classes.
Reflection
Students may have a hard time coming up with their own words of wisdom.  You may want to have a list of proverbs in case someone needs one.  There are several African proverbs in Share the Music 5 on p. 112. 
Resources
Anansi the Spider wanted to be the wisest of all.  He thought, “If I can collect a piece of wisdom from everyone I meet I will be very wise indeed. “  So, with a big pot in hand, Anansi began his quest for wisdom.

He knocked on the door of the first house he came to and said,
Group I
Come share your wisdom everyone, share your wisdom everyone, share your wisdom everyone,     come.

The people, though amused, willingly put some wisdom in the pot for they knew Anansi was in great need of it.

Group 2

Here’s some wisdom for your pot.
Group 2 continues with their rhythm while everyone else sings the song.

Anansi continued on the next house, knocked, and said,

Group I

Come share your wisdom everyone, share your wisdom everyone, share your wisdom everyone,     come.

Group 3

Here is some wisdom for your  pot

Group 3 continues with their rhythm while everyone else sings the song.

Soon Anansi’s pot was full.  He looked around for a good hiding place and saw a tall tree.  “I will climb to the top of this tree.  My wisdom will be safe there.”

Anansi tied the pot to his waist.  He made sure the pot was snug against his stomach and began to climb.  Usually an agile climber, Anansi struggled to climb the tree.  He despaired of ever reaching the top when he heard his son say, “I think climbing the tree might be easier if you tied the pot behind you instead of in front of you.”

Anansi did as his son suggested and was soon sitting in the highest branches of the tree.  “I am not the wisest of all.  Even my young son is wiser than I.  This wisdom is of no use to me.”

Anansi lifted the pot and emptied the wisdom into the sky.  The wind carried the wisdom from land to land and all the people of the world benefited from the contents of the pot.

All the parts together.
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Group 2 continues with their rhythm while everyone else sings the song.
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Group 3 continues with their rhythm while everyone else sings the song.

Soon Anansi’s pot was full. He looked around for a good hiding place and saw a tall tree.
“T will climb to the top of this tree. My wisdom will be safe there.”

Anansi tied the pot to his waist. He made sure the pot was snug against his stomach and
began to climb. Usually an agile climber, Anansi struggled to climb the tree. He
despaired of ever reaching the top when he heard his son say, “I think climbing the tree
might be easier if you tied the pot behind you instead of in front of you.”

Anansi did as his son suggested and was soon sitting in the highest branches of the tree.
“I am not the wisest of all. Even my young son is wiser than I. This wisdom is of no use
to me.”

Anansi lifted the pot and emptied the wisdom into the sky. The wind carried the wisdom
from land to land and all the people of the world benefited from the contents of the pot.

All the parts together.
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