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Lesson Time
To complete the teacher construction demonstration, fill out preliminary artistic design found in the ROR Funsheet and have students make the Kakko will take two to three 50 minute class sessions.  The show and tell of student discovered Shoko and creating the Taiko out of old heads will be two class periods.  Performance of the Togaku percussion section as found on page 44 in Roots of Rhythm could take up five class periods to learn and perform the various parts as well as listen to the CD recordings.  This will be a two week (ten class periods) unit.
Goals 
The goal of this lesson is to introduce Japanese court music to middle school general music students and have students perform notated rhythms for three different instruments.  To understand the music, one must study the history of Japan and the high court to fully appreciate the beauty of this genre.  Students will also incorporate history into their learning of the music.  Students will complete the Roots of Rhythm-Chapter 6: The Kakko from Japan Funsheet to contemplate how they are going to decorate their Kakko before diving into the project as well gain a better understanding of art and ornamentation of instruments.
Objectives

The objective to perform and understand the notated rhythms for three percussion instruments in the Togaku percussion section found in Roots of Rhythm text p.44.  Students will listen and analyze recordings of the Kakko performing three different free rhythms as well as a full group ensemble.  Students will also incorporate Japan’s history, climate, culture and music into their learning of the music.  Students will complete the Roots of Rhythm-Chapter 6: The Kakko from Japan Funsheet before beginning construction. 

 Content Standards 
1. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
2. Reading and notating music.
3. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
4. Evaluating music and music performances.
5. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials 
Making your own Kakko

1.  Large Coffee can with both ends cut out
2   PVC packaging tape and Strapping tape
3.  Markers
4.  Two chopsticks or thin wooden dowels

5.  Two embroidery hoops ca. 9” -11” in diameter

6.  Cardboard box for stand 
7.  Scissors or hacksaw blade ½ end taped for protection
Materials (continued)

1.  Used Old Drum heads of larger size (i.e. 22”, 24”, 26”, 28” or 32”) for Taiko substitute.
2.  Various metal bowls and pots from students or instructors home for Shoko substitute.
3.  Stereo system to listen to Gakaku Ensemble for Roots of Rhythm CD.

Student Skill Level 
Students will be expected to have a small working knowledge of Japan.  The class will be creating instruments and searching for various other instruments from common house hold objects.  Students will also need to have a functioning understanding of highs and low of pitches and tempi with variation.
Procedure
1.  Upon entering the classroom, a recording of a Gakaku orchestra will be playing from the ROR CD or other noteworthy recordings available.
2.  The instructors completed Kakko will model the end product and the various necessary elements to create their own will be displayed on a table.  Instructor will make a new one for demonstration and answer question from students during the process.
3.   Students will be handed the Roots of Rhythm-Chapter 6: The Kakko from Japan Funsheet. Students will contemplate how they are going to decorate their Kakko before creating their instrument.  Examples of art will be shown thus assisting with a better understanding of the ornamentation in this culture’s instruments.
4.  Students will be gather their materials and begin creating their own instrument.

5.  Upon completion, students will work on the various rhythms notated in the Roots of Rhythm page 44 on their Kakko and clap out the rhythms for the remaining instruments in the section
6.  Class will bring various found metal objects with “tone” to substitute the Shoko.
7.  Breaking into pairs for cooperative learning, groups will make their own Taiko using large old drumheads and PVC tape.

Student Product 
The final individual student product will be to create an instrument called the Kakko (kah-koh) and “find” a substitute Shoko from their home or other location.  The classroom collective product will be the creation of a Taiko out of various old large drumheads and PVC tape.  Students will take a small written exam on various aspects of Japan’s history, climate, culture and music. 

Assessment
Evaluation will be both written and participatory.  Students will complete the ROR Funsheet Chapter 6 as well as display and perform on their created instruments for participatory portion.  Each student will have a small written quiz about the culture, geography, and history of the country.
Reflection
With several students playing the Kakko, an instructor could add a Western concert bass drum or possible utilize various older Scotch marching bass drums if such instruments are at their disposal.  These could be used as the Taiko drum in the Togaku Orchestra.  If these drums are not present in the classroom, an old/used drum set or marching drumline bass drum head alone taped with PVC tape on the opposite side could be a viable substitute.  This would also allow for creative decorating and the construction of a simple frame to suspend the drum for the ensemble.  To round out the Togaku orchestra percussion section, an instructor could substitute the Shoko (gong) by having students bring in various unusual sounding items such as various pots or pans from the kitchen and strike them with old mallet keyboard percussion mallets or created mallets from tape and dowels.  Though a substitute, these metal “sounds” could create the desired ”affect” or timbre, thus opening up the class discussion of pitch, timbre and color of sound.  Having the students rotate and move from various instruments will assist in interest and encourage understanding for each individual part.
Resources 
1. Gagaku-Kyoto Imperial Court Music Orchestra. CD on Lyrichord, 7126
2. Reigagkusha, Sukeyasu shiba, Gagaku Suites. CD on Celestial Harmonies LC 7869, 2002.
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