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Goals
1. Student will understand the families of each respecting Orchestra: 

Gagaku Orchestra (Japan) and Full Orchestra (Europe) 

2. Students will understand the families of instruments and how a pitch is generated on each.

Objectives
1. Students will learn how one family of instruments can generate countless timbres. 

2. Students will learn how an orchestra is a synthesis of various families working together.

3. Perform in The Togaku Percussion Section with Kakko Rhythms..

4. Build and perform on homemade Kakko drum. 

Content Standards 

1. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

2. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.

3. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

4. Evaluating music and music performances.

5. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Materials
1. Handmade Kakko drum (as described on p. 43 of Roots of Rhythm) as model: large coffee 
can, PVC packaging tape, strapping tape, two chopsticks, two embroidery hoops, 
cardboard box, scissors, a can opener.

2. Roots of Rhythm Textbook Chapter 6, pp. 39-44, CD Tracks 50-57

a. Fun sheet for Chapter 6: the Kakko
3. Meet the Orchestra, or any book that teaches the components of a full orchestra
4. Stereo with good volume

Student Skill Level
1. Ability to follow basic listening map demonstrating long, short, and roll patterns. 

2. Patience to build a homemade drum and group work skills.  

3. Basic understanding of what an orchestra is.  

Procedure
Session I
1. As students enter, have Track 50 of the Roots of Rhythm playing, and distribute Fun sheet for Chapter 6. Tell students about this lesson, what they are going to learn.

a. Have students read Fun Sheet, ask students to take home and do a “rough sketch” of decorations or send to art class 

2. Using everyday items (coffee cans/etc), or classroom percussion substitutes, create the Kakko as described on p. 38 of Roots of Rhythm (same as Dondo, except tape/string is used to keep pitch consistently high).
a. Demonstrate first, then coach students-may consider working in groups
3. Using Togaku Percussion Section with Kakko Rhythms (page 44) as your guide, teach Kakko Free Rhythms for the Togaku Orchestra

a. CD Tracks 51-57

4. Perform  Togaku Percussion Section with Kakko

a. Discuss different types of sound

b. Game: Guess who’s playing (student’s improvise with long/short sounds)

Session II

5. Perform  Togaku Percussion Section with Kakko
a. Discuss what type of ensemble was performing: Orchestra
6. Play recording of any “Western” orchestral composer

a. Example: Mozart Symphony #40

b. Ask students what the two groups have in common (long and short sounds, percussion, both are orchestras!)

c. Perform Togaku Orchestra percussion parts with Mozart

i. Ask students what was strange about that? 
7. Read Chapter 6 from Roots of Rhythm: p. 40-41 section on Culture

a. Write key words on board: Japan=Nippon=“source of the sun”, Religions=Shinto and Buddhist; Traditional dress=kimono; sports=sumo, judo, aikido, skiing, golf; theatre=no play, kabuki; kakko drum=used mainly in court music known as gagaku or “elegant music”
b. Sections of Gagaku orchestra: Winds (flutes, oboes, mouth organs), Strings (Zithers, Lutes), Percussion (shoko-gong, Taiko-Drum, Kakko-drum)
c. Division: “Music of the Right” (Komagaku)=Korean Orgin; and “Music of the Left” (togaku)=Chinese origin
d. Questions: Where does the gaguku percussion section sit? Where does the Western or American percussion section sit? How is the they the same and different (both have flutes, oboes, drums, audience)
8. Perform  Togaku Percussion Section with Kakko

a. Perform for audience, videotape, or both!
9. Discuss what the students enjoyed about the lesson. What was fun? What was difficult? 

a. What orchestra was easier to listen to listen to?

b. What orchestra is easier for us to recreate?

c. Why to all of the above?

Student Product
Students will have a homemade drum from Japan to take home, fun sheets that help students learn about Japan, and a videotaped performance

Assessment
Students will be assessed through Funsheets; performance; and verbal quizzing.

Reflection
It may be difficult for students to perform with CD since the music is not in strict time. You may simply ask students to follow the listening map prior to playing, or develop hand signals for each part. Make sure the students are really listening! 
Resources
It would wonderful for students to actually see this ensemble. You may try to find a video of an actual Togaku Percussion Section @ your local library/online.

PAGE  
1

