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Grade Category 6th – 8th 
Lesson Time 30 min
Goals
Students will 
1. Experience the music of the Gagaku orchestra.  
2. Participate in this music by performing on their Dondo drum which is easily transformed into a 
Kakko.  

3. Understand the Kakko as the leader, or rhythmic conductor of this ensemble.  
Objectives  
1. Students will perform on their Kakko various rhythms of Sei, Mororai, Katarai, and Yatara-
byoshi.
2. Students will identify the various rhythms within recordings from the Roots of Rhythm 
curriculum CD, tracks 50 – 57.
3. Students will describe and indentify their opinions of this music before, and after they have 
listened to it and have learned more information about the culture.
4. Students will complete the Funsheet for Chapter 6: The Kakko from Japan, students may 
gain an understanding of the significance and symbolism of artwork on the drums.

Content Standards 
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
7. Evaluating music and music performances.
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials
1.  Dondo from previous African Drumming Lesson, transformed into the Kakko by students

2.  1 roll of masking tape for every 2 students, 1 roll of PVC tape for each student, 1 dowel for 
each student to create another beater to be used with their previous one, 1 roll of clear 
PVC tape for each student.
3.  Funsheet from Chapter 6

4.  Handout of p. 44 from the Roots of Rhythm Curriculum Guide

5.  Roots of Rhythm CD tracks 50 – 57

6.  Coloring pencils or markers

Student Skill Level 
Students must have already built their Dondo, or this project may take another day to create the Kakko drum using the Instrument building guide from the Roots of Rhythm Curriculum.  Students must be able to listen closely to the recording and identify the tone color of the Kakko.  Students must be able to read and understand dot notation from pg. 44.
Procedure 
1.  Students will enter the classroom and sit in their assigned seats while the teacher takes attendance.

2.  Students will be sent by row to pick up their Dondo drum from storage area in the classroom.
3.  Once all students have returned to their seats and put their drums and sticks on the floor, teacher will give students an overview of the lesson for the day; building the Kakko drum, listening and appreciating the depth of this type of music, performing the different rhythms and stroke types on their newly built Kakko drum.
4.  Students will listen to track 50 on the Roots of Rhythm Curriculum CD, students will describe what types of instruments they think they have heard and their opinions of the music at first.

5.  Teacher will then show students pictures of the ensemble from pg. 43 in the Roots of Rhythm Curriculum Guide, this may be passed around the room.

6.  Students will then be instructed by row to pick up materials for building their Kakko Drum.

7.  While students are getting these materials by row, the teacher will read about the culture and history of the Kakko drum and the ensemble it is used within, and how it is used as a conducting instrument.

8.  Once all students have returned to their seats with the necessary materials for building the drum, the teacher will lead students through the steps outlined in the Roots of Rhythm instrument building guide for turning the Dondo into a Kakko drum, and making another beater so it may be played on both drumheads at the same time.

9.  Students will then be asked to experiment with the sound of their newly designed drum, how is it different from the Dondo now?

10.  Teacher will pass out handouts of pg. 44 during this experimentation time.

11.  Teacher will then gain students attention by asking them to place the stick one stick on their shoulder, one on their nose, other shoulder, ear, etc… 

12.  Teacher will then ask students so examine the different types of strokes and names of these strokes that are played on the Kakko.

13.  Teacher will lead students in performing on their instruments the Sei (one hit), Mororai(steady roll), Katarai (bounding ball rhythm), and Yatara-byoshi (2+3 pattern).  

14.  Students will then listen to track 50 from the Roots of Rhythm Curriculum CD.  Students will raise their hand with a 1, 2, or 3 to show that they are hearing the different types of strokes on the drum.

15.  Students will then listen to the recording a second time and perform along with the ensemble.

16.  Once this performance has been completed, the teacher will stress the importance of the artwork on the drums.

17.  Students will be handed the Funsheet for chapter 6, Decorate your Instrument: The Kakko.

18.  The class will read out loud the first 3 paragraphs and teacher will ask students to look at the back side.

19.  Teacher will instruct students to create their own symbol for their drum and give it meaning, that the students may understand and explain the symbolism of their artwork to their neighbor, or share with other members of the class.

20.  Students may cut out their design and tape it to the side of their drum, or they may draw the design on the side of their drum.

21.  Students will then put their instruments back by row, as they teacher will need to examine these as a form of assessment.

22.  Students will return to their assigned seats, teacher will present a question allowing students to determine their appreciation for this type of music now that they understand it a little better.

23.  Teacher will give students an overview of the class, and allow students to know what will be happening during the next class period before the bell.
Student Product
1. Students are creating a design for their drum which they may take home after it has been 
graded.   
2. Students are creating their own symbolic meaning that may hold importance for them.

3. Students will be able to perform the 3 basic rhythms of Sei, Mororai, and Katarai on their 
Kakko drums.  
Assessment
Students may be handed a short 5 questions pop quiz at the beginning of the next class period about the Kakko drum and its importance in Japanese culture.  The artwork on the drums will be assessed for effort and following directions.  Student participation during the performance portion of the lesson will be a major part of the grade.
Reflection
This lesson may not be able to be completed in one class period, however, I think it depends on the focus of the class, as to whether they accomplish this.  This music is wonderful for students as it is very different from any music they have heard, it sounds somewhat harsh to our ears at first.  Students gain a good overview of the culture, you are connecting the lesson to art with the design and symbolism, and students get to perform on the instrument they create.
Resources
A nice follow up to this would be an investigation of Taiko Drumming, or a group called Kodo, which uses the Taiko drum from the ensemble, in a very different light, a much more physical Japanese art.
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