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Goals 
The goal of this lesson is for students to recognize free rhythm music.

Objective 









1. Students will recognize the sounds of various instruments played in the Gagaku orchestra.

2. Students will appreciate Japan’s dense population. 
3. Students will recognize the flag of Japan and its meaning. 
4. Students will create a free rhythm.

Content Standards
4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.

6. Listening to, analyzing and describing music.

9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Materials


1. TUBS graph paper

2. ROR Funsheet for Chapter 6

3. Roots of Rhythm CD Chapter 6

Student Skill Level
Students should be exposed to other examples of world music before this one. This type of music may be difficult for some students to grasp.

Procedure
1. Begin lesson by asking students to list everything they know about the country of Japan.  Discuss.

2.  Draw a box on the board and draw in dots to represent the dense population of Japan so students will have a visual.

3. Continue lesson with all information provided on pp. 39-40.

4. Play recording track 30 Chapter 6.

5. Discuss various symbols for free rhythms and what they would look and sound like.  (Draw them on the board and add sound effects.) 
6.  After several examples, have students create some free rhythms using the TUBS. 
7. While students are finishing up free rhythms, other students can begin working on Fun sheet for Chapter 6. 
8. Perform the free rhythms. 
Student Product 
N/A

Assessment
1. Evaluation will be based on active participation and student responses in class discussion.
2. Students will demonstrate how to create a free rhythm using the Time Unit Box System 
(TUBS).



Reflection 

Extension: Collect the free rhythms and show on the overhead projector. Have the student “composer” explain to the class. Student product: TUBS composition. 
Resources
Roots of Rhythm curriculum pp. 39-44.
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