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Grade Category 3rd 
Lesson Time Two 40-minute class periods

Goals 
Teacher will encourage students to move creatively as they listen to music.  Teacher will pose questions to facilitate thinking about elements of music such as culture, tempo, steady beat, timbre, form, and rhythm, and provide rhythms to which students can perform.  

Objectives 
Students will examine elements of music (culture, tempo, etc.), distinguish between rhythms and contrast them (Sei, Monorai, Katarai), read rhythm notation from transparency, and perform it accurately.  They will improvise movement while listening critically to the music.     

Content Standards 

2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music

5. Reading and notating music

6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music

8. Understanding relationships between music and the other arts

Materials  

1. Roots of Rhythm CD

2. CD Player

3. Roots of Rhythm Curriculum Guide

4. Overhead Projector
5. Transparency of Rhythms

6. Kakko

7. Shoko (or Cymbal as substitute)

8. Taiko (or Hand Drum as substitute) 

9. Resource Website:  en.wikipedia.org/wiki/kakko

Student Skill Level  
Students are familiar with TUB notation and how to read it.  They have played percussion instruments before, and have moved creatively to music.  In addition, they are familiar with music terminology (culture, tempo, steady beat).  

Procedure  

1. Listen to Track 50.  Remind students of personal space before you begin, making sure everyone is a comfortable distance apart.  Listen and move to piece----mirroring teacher’s movements or creating their own, remembering to stop when the music stops.  

2. Teacher asks questions about elements of the piece. Culture:  “What country/culture is this music from?”   Tempo:  “What is the speed of the beat?  Fast?  Slow?”  Steady Beat:  “Did this piece have a steady beat?”  Rhythm:  “Describe the rhythm” Form:  “What form does this piece have?”  Timbre:  “What instruments did you hear?”  

3. Read Fun Sheet, Chapter 6, p. 1.  Discuss instruments mentioned.

4. Participate with transparency—contrast the rhythms—discuss how they are different.  (Tracks 51-53)

5. As a group, all students play Yatara-byoshi rhythm, then when familiar, divide into groups, practice and play 2 parts, then 3 parts together.  
6. If additional time, or as cool-down activity, encourage students to think about how they might decorate a Kakko and complete p. 2 of fun sheet.  

Student Product  
Completed Funsheets, instrument and movement skills

Assessment  
Participatory evaluation, through question and answer, movement, and performance; written response through Funsheets.

Reflection  
Special needs students may need simpler rhythms or simply tap on first beat of each measure (challenging as it is mixed meter).  Textbooks and sticks or other instruments may be used for Kakko, Shoko, and/or Taiko.  Students may be encouraged to create their own rhythm pattern.  

Resources  
10 Oni Drummers  by Matthew Gollub (Lee and Low Books, 95 Madison Ave., NY, NY 10016)  a book that features the Kakko drum.    
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