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Grade Category 6th 
Lesson Time One fifty-minute class period

Goals
1.  The students will learn and appreciate the purpose of the Japanese kakko drum.

2.  The students will understand and appreciate the Japanese culture.

3.  The students will understand the significance of the Japanese Cherry Blossom trees.

Objectives
1.  The students will listen to and identify the melody in the song.

2.  The students will sing “Sakura” in English and Japanese along with the recording.

3.  The students will clap and play rhythm patterns on the kakko drum with a recording of the 
song.

4.  The students will play a rhythm pattern on the finger cymbals with a recording of the song.

5.  The students will create an accompaniment for “Sakura” on the kakko drum. 

Content Standards 
1, 2, 5, 6, and 9
Materials
1.  Dry erase board

2.  Dry erase markers

3.  CD and CD player

4.  Ten sets of finger cymbals

5.  Ten kakko drums
6.  Twenty song sheets with notation and words in English and Japanese
7.  Twenty kakko fun sheets
8.  Crayons, markers, and color pencils (enough for twenty students)

Student Skill Level  
1. The students need to know basic note values such as quarter notes and rests, half notes and 
rests, and whole notes and rests.  
2. The students have learned these note values through playing the keyboards.

Procedure
1.  The teacher will discuss the culture of the Japanese cherry blossom tree.  
2.  The students will identify the melody in”Sakura” by listening to a recording. The teacher will
     pass out song sheets to the students.

3.  The students will sing “Sakura” in English and Japanese with and without the recording. 

4.  The students will clap the finger cymbal rhythm pattern in common time; rest rest rest quarter/
     quarter rest rest rest. (This rhythm will be written on the board by the teacher in advance).
5.  The teacher will pass out finger cymbals to every other student and have them play the pattern      

     from the board with the recording. The other students will clap the rhythm pattern.
6.  The students will pass their finger cymbals to the left and follow the same procedure.
7.  The teacher will discuss the importance of the kakko drum in the Japanese culture.

8.  The teacher will pass out the kakkp drum to every other student. The teacher will write on the 
      board in common time; rest quarter rest quarter.  The teacher demonstrates on the Kakko

     drum by putting the Kakko under the arm and squeezing and striking it on the first quarter note

     and just striking it and not squeezing it on the second quarter note. The students should do

     the same throughout the entire song.

9.  After the first group has had their turn on the Kakko drum, the students should pass their drum

     to the left.  The second group should follow the same procedure as before.

10. The students will create their own accompaniment in common time on the Kakko drum.

      Volunteers can perform their accompaniment for the class.
11. The teacher will pass out the finger cymbals again.  Half of the class will play the rhythm

      pattern from the board on the finger cymbals, and the other half will play a rhythm on the

      Kakko drum with the recording. After this, the students will switch instruments by 

      rotating to the left.
Student Product   
The teacher will pass out twenty Kakko fun sheets to the students and explain what to do on the back side. After this is completed, the teacher will display them on the music room walls.
Assessment  
The students will be evaluated on their level of participation and cooperation 

on this lesson.

Reflection  
The teacher can sit a special needs student next to a helpful and well-behaved student who can assist them when needed. This lesson promotes students learning by providing a variety of skills to learn and by keeping them constantly involved. 

Resources

N/A
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