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Goals
To create an understanding of the music of Japan in relation to the Percussion Ensemble piece, Festive Drumming, by Yiu-Kwong Chung.
Objectives
This is a history based lesson with students learning something about the culture, history and music of the Japanese people.
Content Standards 
1. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
2. Evaluating music and music performances.
3. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
4. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
Materials
Roots of Rhythm, book and CD
Student Skill Level 
This is a brand new concept for Middle School students as they have not covered Asian cultures in their history classes as of this time.
Procedure
As this is a “book” oriented lesson, the information contained in the Roots of Rhythrm, along with the CD music examples, is all that will be necessary.
Student Product 
There is no student product for this lesson.

Assessment
Preparation and understanding of Festive Drumming will be the benchmark of this lesson. Student reaction to the repetitive rhythms and complex interlocking of parts will be enhanced by the listening examples and understanding of the culture.
Reflection
This is an easy lesson for most classroom teachers to implement. Taking it to the extent of using it to preclude a musical example that will actually be performed by students may not happen in most circumstances.

Resources
By using this lesson, students will then be able to carry on, in a performance situation, with an insight into the culture and history of Japanese music.
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