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Grade Category Elementary, Middle School
Lesson Time 
Expandable to a unit: Interactive Music in Japan, depending on resources available to the teacher 

Goals 
Experience ritual music, dance music, work songs and game songs in another culture.  Cross-Curricular Connections:  Geography; History; Fine Arts-Visual, Dance; Science-instrument pitch

Objectives  
1.  Students will begin to understand Japanese culture and connections to other cultures.

2.  Students will play free and measured rhythms as notated in the ROR text.

3.  Students will dance a traditional dance.

4.  Students will sing two songs, used in work and in a game.  

5.  Students will construct a Kakko

Content Standards
1.  Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

2.  Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

5.  Reading and notating music.

8.  Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.

9.  Understanding music in relationship to history and culture.

Materials
1.  Map/Flag Handout for Students (Put together visuals of flag outline and maps of Japan, Asia 
and the World, perhaps with information about the flag (www.enchantedlearning.com, 
etc.)

2.  Chart showing position of instruments in Gagaku (p. 41 ROR)

3.  Visuals of traditional Japanese instruments

4.  Materials for instrument construction

5.  Music notation for Free rhythms and Measured rhythms (p. 42, ROR) and ROR CD

6.  Roots of Rhythm curriculum

7.  Daytonfolkdance.com/ Teaching Movement & Dance, Weikart, High/Scope Press)

8.  Rounds from Round the World, arr. Gallina, Shawnee Press)

9.  Traditional Songs of Singing Cultures, Campbell/Williamson/Peron, Warner Bros.    

Student Skill Level 
Some experience playing the instruments; some understanding of the TUBS system: some experience with movement patterns (for the dance); some experience with tools and instrument building.

Procedure
1.  While music plays, students complete map/flag handout, coloring the flag and locating Japan on maps of Asia and the World.  Explain that 84% of the Japanese practice Shinto and Buddhist religions.
2.  Introduce the Kakko, as the leader of ancient court music orchestra called Gagaku, for very special occasions.  Locate this drum on the orchestra chart. Practice reading/playing the Free Rhythms and Measured Rhythms, reading notation (ROR, p. 42) and using the ROR CD.

3.  Complete the ROR Funsheet. 

4.  Construct a Kakko, for the above activities.  

5.  Introduce string instruments of Japan (Koto, Biwa, Shamisen).  Learn the dance. . .a   work song. . . Tanko Bushi (Coal Miner’s Dance)    (daytonfolkdance.com)/Teaching Movement and Dance, Weikart, High/Scope Press)  Feel the duple meter, which is common in measured rhythms.

6.  Learn a vendor round Bento-Uri (Rounds from ?Round the World, arr. Gallina, Shawnee Press) Note:  Pentatonic melody(common), with a very familiar melody (connections!)

7.  Learn an ancient game song, Toryanse. . .about barriers while traveling to a shrine

(Traditional Songs of Singing Cultures, Campbell/Williamson/Peron, Warner Bros.)

Note:  Hexatonic scale (common); play the game (similar to London Bridge of other culture)

Student Product
1. Colored Flag/Map paper(for a student notebook?)

2. Completed ROR Funsheet

3. Homemade Kakko, decorated appropriately 

4. Move to traditional dance; know songs/games, as available    

Assessment 
1. Participatory; skill-based as desired; skill for performance.
2. Can students demonstrate the difference between free rhythm and measured rhythm, reading 
the notation in the text?  Can students feel the duple meter and dance Tanko Bushi?  
3. Do students understand pentatonic and hexatonic as scale patterns common in Japanese 
music?  
4. Can they sing traditional songs of Japan?

Reflection
Engage students:  Music to hear while coloring the flag. . .Dance. . .Sing. . .Make/Decorate an instrument.  Explore connections with other cultures. . .music is part of everyday life and special occasions. . .everywhere!

Resources
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